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1 John v. 7. 

** There are three that bear record in heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and 
these three are One." 

Whoever seeks to explain a mystery, 
undertakes a task that involves a contra- 
diction in itself; for, whatever admits of 
explanation— can be conveyed with clear^ 
ness to the mind, becomes a part of our 
actual acquirement, and ceases to be ob- 
scure. Unless, therefore, we are vain 
enough to believe that there is nothing 
deeper than the mind of man may fathom, 
nor higher than his intellect may reach ; 
unless, in fact, we believe that a finite 
mind can penetrate the designs of the 
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2 ON THE TRINITY. 

Almighty ; we are not, necessarily, to re- 
ject every doctrine which we cannot 
understand, provided we have sufficient 
grounds for believing it; since it may 
only be beyond our reason, and not at 
variance with it. More especially, when 
summoned to contemplate upon the na- 
ture and essence of the eternal Being, we 
must proceed with a caution that will 
make us dread the presumption of seeking 
to be wise beyond that which is written ; 
and give up the vain hope of ever under- 
standing the nature of God, while we un- 
derstand not the nature of our own ex- 
istence. 

An endeavour to comprehend the sacred 
mystery of the Triune Deity, will at least 
be fruitless, if it be not impious ; it will 
weary the mind, without informing the 
judgment; and, perhaps, distract us with 
doubt, instead of making us wise unto sal- 
vation. Such high mysteries as the Tri- 
nity in Unity ; the substance of one nature 
in three Persons, or of three Persons in one 
undivided nature, are to be reckoned in 

the number of those secret things, which 
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ON THE TRmiTY. 3 

belong to God alone to understand, and 
are to be received by us with humility, 
adoration and faith. But that such has 
been the faith of Christians from the de- 
scent of the Holy Ghost on the first Apos- 
tles to the present day; and that the 
labours of the early Fathers were directed 
to the establishment of the sacred truth, 
is familiar to those whose attention, either 
from duty or inclination, has been directed 
to the study of theology. It is not to 
be denied, however, that in the very first 
ages of the Gospel this comer-stone of 
Christianity was attacked ; and the writ- 
ings of St. John, the last of the inspired 
penmen, were directed towards the re- 
moval of a heresy which thus early had 
found admission into the Church. 

Leaving, however, the labours of holy, 
but uninspired, men of old, and not seek- 
ing to establish the important doctrine of 
the Trinity by the aid of their testimony, 
we will search the records upon which all 
religious knowledge can alone, with safety, 
be based, and see what instruction may be 
drawn from this fountain of truth. But 
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4 ON THE TEINITY. 

here I would observe that, in not calling 
to our aid the labours and the writings of 
these first defenders of our faith, it is from 
no want of feeling the high importance 
and conclusive nature of their testimony, 
but simply because that, in the brief limits 
of a discourse, where all the evidence in 
support of a truth cannot be included, the 
secondary must ever yield to the primary. 
Yet, it is no small satisfaction to know 
that, on this fundamental article of re- 
vealed religion, there has ever been an 
unity of sentiment among those who had 
heads to understand and hearts to be 
guided by the Scriptures of Truth ; and 
that, for the first three centuries of the 
Christian era, none were accused of heresy 
but those who denied the doctrine of the 
Trinity. 

Omitting also the evidence that may be 
gleaned from the Scriptures of the Old 
Testament, I shall endeavour to show that 
the writings of the New Testament most 
clearly and explicitly refer to three dis** 
tinct Persons, under the titles of Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost or Spirit; to each 
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one of i^hom, indiyidually, is applied the 
name, the nature, the attributes, and the 
peifections of God ; and that while, se- 
parately, each Person, by Himself, is 
God ; the Three, jointly, are but one God* 
Having done this, let us pause ; not vainly 
seeking to understand a mystery which 
eTen the angels themselves desire to look 
into ; but gratefully accepting, as an article 
of faith, what never can become an article 
of knowledge. 

The first passage I shall quote, to show 
the distinction of three Persons, is the 
annunciation that was made by the angel 
to the Virgin Mary, before the birth of out 
blessed Saviour. "The angel said unto 
her. The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, 
and the power of the Highest shall over- 
shadow thee ; therefore, also, that Holy 
Thing that shall be bom of thee, shall be 
called the Son of God.'* Here is a clear 
and marked distinction between the Holy 
Ghost— the Highest, whose power the 
Holy Ghost is — and the Holy Thing that 
was to be called the Son of God. 

After the birth of this promised child, 
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6 ON THE TRINITY. 

and before His entrance on a ministry 
that was to procure pardon for a guilty 
world; to the end that He might fulfil 
all righteousness, He presented himself 
before his forerunner John, to receive bap- 
tism at his hands. Immediately after He 
had received this rite, ** the heavens were 
opened, and the Spirit of God descended 
like a dove, and lighted on Him ; and, lo^ 
a voice from heaven saying. This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.** 
Here nothing can be more plain than the 
distinction of the three Persons. The 
Father is heard speaking from heaven ; — 
the Son is found abiding on earth ; — ^and 
the Holy Ghost is seen descending in a 
bodily form through the air. 

Having nearly completed his ministry 
among men, and willing to cheer the 
fainting spirits of His faithful followers ; 
after having told them that he was about 
to depart, our Saviour added, ** I will pray 
the Father, and He shall give you another 
Comforter, that He may abide with you 
for ever, even the Spirit of Truth." Here, 
again, we have the Son who prays, he 
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'lather to whom the prayer was offered, 
and the Spirit who was the subject of the 
prajer. In another place, alluding to this 
promise, He said, " When the Comforter is 
come, whom I will send unto you from 
the Father, even the Spirit of Truth, which 
proceedeth from the Father, He shall tes- 
tify of me." Here, agaiu, one Person, the 
Spirit, is sent by another Person, the Son ; 
and proceeds from a third Person, the 
Father. And our Sayiour's last command 
to His disciples, after His resurrection 
from the dead, is a decisive testimony in 
favour of the three Persons : " Go ye, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost." 

Having, then, in support of a distinction 
of Persons, the testimony of an angel be- 
fore the birth of our Saviour ; the testi- 
mony of God, immediately preceding the 
commencement of that Saviour's ministry ; 
the testimony, moreover, of our Saviour 
Himself, before the termination of His 
life, and, again, after His resurrection 
from the dead : let us now turn our atten- 
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8 ON THE TRINITY. 

tion to the writings of His apostles, after 
His ascension into heaven. 

In doing this we must omit many texts 
which evidently tend to establish the point 
before us, and content ourselves with a 
few of the most clear. In writing to 
the Corinthians, St. Paul says, " Now 
there are diversities of gifts^ but the sanie 
Spirit ; and there are differences of ad- 
ministrations, but the same Lord; and 
there are diversities of operations, but it 
is the same God which worketh all in 
all : " here the expressions, ^ the same 
Spirit,*' " the same Lord," and " the same 
God,*' clearly refer to the three Persons in 
the sacred Trinity, In his Epistle to the 
Thessalonians he writes, " Now God Him* 
self, even our Father, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ, direct our way unto you, and the 
Lord make you to increase and abound in 
love one toward another." The express 
terms of " the Father and our Lord Jesus 
Christ" leave no doubt as to the meption 
of two Persons of the holy Trinity ; and 
that the Holy Ghost is meant when he 
says, " the Lord make you to increase and 
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ebound in love," is evident from the fol- 
lowing verse, — " to the end that He may 
establish your hearts unblameable in holi- 
ness before Grod, even our Father, at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ;" — ^for 
the Holy Ghost being our Sanctifier, " to 
establish our hearts in holiness" is His 
especial and peculiar office. St Peter 
commences his first Epistle with these re- 
markable words, " Elect, according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, through 
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obe- 
dience, and sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Christ ;" where the mention of each 
Person is so evident as to need no expla- 
nation. Citing the assertion of St. Paul, 
that ** through Him," that is, Christ, ** we 
have access by one Spirit unto the Fa- 
ther ;" I shall produce no further proof of 
this part of our subject, than the bene- 
diction bestowed by the same Apostle on 
the Corinthians — " The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Ghost, be with 
you all," 

, Having thus seen that the Scriptures 
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10 ON THE TRINITY. 

speak of three distinct Persons, distin^ 
guished by the names of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost ; we are next to show, from 
the same source, that each of these Per- 
sons, by Himself, is God. 

As regards the divinity of the Father, 
no one is found to deny it but the pro- 
fessed atheist ; and with him, on a subject 
like the present, we have nothing to do. 
It remains only to show that the Son is 
God, and that the Holy Ghost is God. 

Our Saviour Himself declared, " Before 
Abraham was, I am ;" ^^ I and the Father 
are One ;" and did not rebuke the faith of 
Thomas, who, after His resurrection, ac- 
knowledged Him as his " God and Lord." 
Conclusive as these texts are in proof of 
the divinity of Christ, we shall also find iii 
every part of the Apostles' writings assert 
tions, if possible, even more strong than 
those I have quoted. 

The Romans are told that ^VChrist came, 
who is over all, God blessed for ever." 
Timothy was instructed that "God was 
manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit^ 
seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 
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believed on in the world, received up into 
glory.** And St. John says, " We know 
that the Son of God is come, and hath 
given us an understanding, that we may 
know Him that is true, even in His Son 
Jesus Christ: this is the true God, and 
eternal life." In another place he sajrs, 
** Hereby perceive we the love of God, be* 
cause He laid down His life for us." It is 
well known that the same Apostle speaks 
of our Saviour under the title of **the 
Word:" and thus he opens the Gospel 
which was written to dispel the heresies 
that already had shown themselves in the 
Church : " In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God." 

Texts, to the same purpose might be 
multiplied to an extent that would asto- 
nish those who are unaware of the fulness 
and plainness of the Scriptures on this 
important head; but we must content 
ourselves with the few that have been se- 
lected, in proof that Christ is called by the 
name of God ; and adduce a few others^ 

b6 



12 ON THE TRINITY. 

M^here the titles and attributes of the Deity 
are also applied to Him. . 

Himself declares, ^ I am alpha and 
omega, the beginning and the end, the first 
and the last.'' St. John sajs, *^ He hath on 
his vesture, and on his thigh, a name 
written, King of kings, and Lord of lords.'* 
In writing to the Hebrews, the great Apo- 
stle of the Gentiles sajs, *^ He that built 
all things is God ;" and in his Epistle to the 
Golossians, speaking of Ghrist, he adds, 
^' By Him were all things created, that are 
in heaven, and that are in earth, visible 
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers ; all 
things were created by Him and for Him, 
and He is before all things, and by Him all 
things consist." 

On such grounds as these, it is, that 
while we acknowledge the Father as God, 
we dare not refuse our belief that the Son 
is God also. 

At the birth of our Saviour, because 
the Virgin Mary had conceived through 
the agency of the Holy Ghost, the child 
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that was born, was called the Son of Grod. 
When the deceitful Ananias withheld a 
part of his possessions from the service of 
the Church, and laid the residue at the 
feet of the Apostles, as though he had 
brought the whole sum ; St Peter told him 
that, in lying to the Holy Ghost, he was 
lying to Gk>d. And, again, because the 
Spirit of God, or the Holy Ghost, dwelleth 
in our bodies ; St. Paul tells us, that they 
are the temples of God* Here, then, it is 
evident that, the name of God is applied 
to the Holy Ghost, as well as to the Son. 

His titles and attributes, also, are equally 
divine. None but God is eternal ; yet the 
Holy Ghost is called by St. Paul, ''tft 
eternal Spirit." None but God can be 
omniscient ; yet we are taught, that " the 
Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep 
things of Gk)d." On such, and like grounds 
as these, the Church, which is founded on 
the rock of Scripture, implores the guid- 
ance of, and worships the Holy Ghost as 
God. 

While, then, we are taught to distin- 
guish between the Persons of the Father, 
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the Son, and the Holy Ghost ; and, more-* 
over, to believe that, the Father is God, 
the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is 
God; and, yet, from the same in&llible 
records are told, that ** there is none other 
God but one ;" we must cease to inquire 
farther into the mysterious nature of the 
Eternal Trinity, but acknowledge with 
wonder, and believe with stedfastness, that, 
while ^ there are three who bear record in 
heaven, — the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghost, — ^that these three are One." 

I shall, in conclusion, quote the words 
of a late prelate of the Church. 

" While we contend, that the doctrine 
OT Trinity in Unity is founded in Scripture, 
and supported by the authority of the 
early Christians, we must acknowledge that 
it is not given to man to understand in 
what manner the three Persons are united, 
or how, separately and jointly, they are 
God. It would, perhaps, have been well, 
if divines, in treating this awful and mys« 
terious subject, had confined themselves to 
the expressions of Scripture ; for the mo- 
ment we begin to explain it beyond the 
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written word of God, we plunge into inex- 
tricable difficulties. And how can it be 
otherwise ? Is it to be expected that our 
finite understandings should be competent 
to the full comprehension of the nature and 
jH^perties of an infinite Being ? ^ Can we 
find out the Almighty to perfection,' or 
penetrate into the essence of the Most 
High? ^God is a Spirit,' and our gross 
conceptions are but ill adapted to the con- 
templation of a pure and spiritual Being. 
We know not the essence of our own 
mind, nor the precise distinction of its 
several faculties ; and why, then, should 
we hope to comprehend the personal cha- 
racters which exist in the Godhead ? * If I 
tell you earthly things, and you compre- 
hend them not, how shall ye understand 
if I tell you heavenly things?' When we 
attempt to investigate the nature of the 
Deity, whose existence is commensurate 
with eternity, by whose power the uni- 
verse was created, and by whose wisdom 
it is governed; whose presence fills all 
space, and whose knowledge extends to 
the thoughts of every man in every age. 
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and to the events of all places, past, pre- 
sent, and to come; the mind is quickly 
lost in the vastness of these ideas, and 
unable to find any sure guide to direct its 
progress ; it becomes at every step more 
bewildered and entangled in the endless 
mazes of metaphysical abstraction. * We 
cannot by searching find out God.' * Such 
knowledge is too wonderful and excellent 
for us ; it is high, we cannot attain unto 
it.^ 
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SERMON II. 



ON THE ATONEMENT. 



Isaiah xliv. 22. 

** 1 have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgres- 
sions, and as a cloud thy sins ; return unto Me, 
for I have redeemed thee." 

Magnificent beyond all description was 
the scene that awaited man, when sum- 
moned by his Creator to take possession of 
the new-made world ; and stupendous be- 
yond every eflTort of imagination, the in- 
fluence which established it. Yet, enough 
has been revealed to enable us to form 
some idea of the wondrous scene. We 
may picture to ourselves the moment, 
when the voice of the Almighty was heard 
to utter, "Let there be light;" and dis- 
persed before the heavenly Host, the con- 
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fusion, and the disorder of chaos. For at 
the bidding of His resistless power, the 
shapeless mass was soon reduced to order, 
the restless floods were rolled together in 
a heap, and the dry land appeared. Then 
was the lovely face of nature first beheld ; 
and grass, and herbs, and trees, spangled 
the surface of the earth. The brilliancy, 
which had hitherto existed only at the 
command of God, was now provided with 
its own abode : and the greater light shone 
forth to rule the day ; and the lesser one 
the night. Nature had yet been furnished 
with no animated form, to enjoy the boun- 
lies thus created^ but soon, every living 
creature that moveth, sprang from the 
hand of qreative'- power ; and the hum of 
life arose, as -thie'' incense of praise. Then, 
last, \^ad ushered on the stage of life, the 
Lord of all ; whose body owned no better 
origin than dust, but whose nobler part, 
which constituted his sovereignty over the 
rest of the creation, was an emanation from 
the Divinity Himself; for God breathed 
into the dust the breath of life, and it wbs 
animated with a living soul. 
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Sunk, as our minds are, by the unhappy 
iail which soon succeeded, we can form no 
just conception of the feelings, which ac- 
tuated Adam, when viewing for the first 
time that mighty whole, each separate 
part of which, when reviewed by God 
Himself, had been approved as " very 
good/' His mind was then in unison 
with the harmony around him ; his hap- 
piness, unchecked by the knowledge of 
guilt ; his adoration, warmed by the glow 
of innocence, and his wonder excited by 
the powers of Omnipotence. Yet, as we 
cannot rest upon this blissful scene, and 
our attention must be c%lled from the con^ 
templation of happiness. to gaze upon its 
forfeiture, we will also quiakly;draw a veil 
across the sad reverse ; 'y^ti^ bebrjbg in 
mind the tempter^s triumpli,;lfum ^our be- 
wildered thoughts to contemplate ati act 
of Divine power, even more fraught with 
wisdom and mercy than the creation itself. 

We will pause, however, for a moment 
to look upon the fallen man. Shame has 
usurped the place of innocence ; misery 
reigns where joy once held her undisputed 
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sway ; the undying property of his soul, 
which once was held his greatest blessing, 
is turned into his bittereist curse,- and only 
tends to preserve an existence, formed in- 
deed for happiness, but now become the 
heir of misery. Driven from the scenes 
of his former blessedness, behold him, for 
a time, wandering in wretchedness and 
want ; and then depart to dwell for ever 
under the tyranny and mockery of his \io 
torious foe. But while this dismal pros* 
pect lay before him, and the remembrance 
of his former bliss, and the consciousness 
of his present change, and the survey of 
his future woes, were hurrying his broken 
energies to despair, a scheme of mercy 
was devised on high, and the counsels of 
Omnipotence were guided by love. 

The triumph of the tempter was soon 
to end. The fair creation^ indeed, was 
viewed an altered and disordered scene. 
A fruitful soil was cursed with barrenness, 
and a vdldemess had arisen upon the ruins 
of Paradise. And man was yet mora 
changed, than the universe around him. 
Toil was henceforth to usurp the seat of 
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J. 

ease, and sorrow to take the place of joy, 
till his weary pilgrimage should be ended, 
and his body return to the dust from 
whence it was taken. 

But here the malignant power was 
stayed ; and the malice of hell was no 
further permitted to thwart the mercies 
of heaven. To every eye, but that of All- 
seeing Wisdom, the soul of man was irre- 
vocably lost; and endangered it was, 
though not destroyed. A tempter had 
appeared, and proved that he was power- 
ful to slay ; but an Advocate was yet to 
come, more powerful to save. Man had, 
indeed, been conquered ; but the victory 
involved the ruin on his foe. The voice 
that all in heaven, and earth, and hell 
obey, proclaimed the everlasting truth, that 
upon himself the curse should fall. Thus 
did he 

'' Heap on himself damnation, while he sought 
Evil to others ; and, enraged, might see 
How all his malice served but to bring forth 
Infinite goodness, grace, and mercy shown 
On man by him seduced ; but on himself 
Treble confusion, wrath, and vengeance pour'd." 
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" I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed ; it shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel." This was the first 
intimation of the Almighty's purpose, and 
time has seen its fulfilment. 

Before, however, we speak of the pro- 
mised seed, who was thus to bruise the 
tempter's head, and restore the human 
race to the favour of the Almighty; it 
will be well that our ideas be clear with 
regard to the necessity of an atonement. 
If the Almighty, for the punishment of 
his sin, had annihilated man, and for ever 
have erased his name from the list of 
life ; He would only have consigned him 
to the same state in which he was, before 
he became a sinner: and, annihilation 
being but an interruption of joy, and no 
infliction of pain, it would, in fact, have 
been a declaration on God's part, that His 
laws might be broken, and His purity in- 
sulted, without endangering the peace of 
the offender. It is, therefore, evident, 
that without some ransom offered to of- 
fended justice, man must himself have 
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been preserved, and, through eternity, suf- 
fer for guilt which had been committed 
against infinite authority. And thus the 
doTil, in causing him to disobey, doubtlessly 
believed that he had involved his soul in 
irretrievable destruction, and hoped that 
with those who kept not their first estate, 
he would be reserved in everlasting chains 
unto the judgment of the great day. And 
such, indeed, must have been the condition 
of fallen man, if no vicarious atonement 
could be made for his guilt, and no ran- 
som be paid to ofiended justice. Future 
obedience could not remove past offence ; 
and, even if it could, his nature was so 
weakened by his fall, that to obey was 
no longer in his power. No hopes of par- 
don, therefore, through his own endea- 
vours, could cheer tKe heart of apostate 
man ; it could only be a free gift of 
God, which holiness and justice alike for- 
bade. 

Then was displayed a scheme of mercy, 
whose breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height overpower us with wonder. The 
Almighty, in His eternal wisdom, had fore- 
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seen that man would abuse the liberty 
that was given him ; and through the sug-t 
gestion of him, who as a ramping and a 
roaring lion goeth about seeking whom he 
may devour, would fall from his first 
estate. The image thus defaced, it was 
His gracious purpose to restore. " He 
looked, and there was none to help ; there- 
fore His own arm brought salvation." 
The lamb, slain from the foundation of the 
world, was the method adopted by the 
Almighty for his restoration; and the 
covenant of man's redemption was sealed 
before his transgression had been com- 
mitted. The second Person in the eternal 
Trinity engaged to assume the fallen na- 
ture ; in man's stead to fulfil the law of 
righteousness, and to bear his sins upon 
the cross. With this atonement the jus- 
tice of God is satisfied ; and in His mercy 
He engaged to accept mankind as inno- 
cent, to receive them into his favour, and 
to pardon their offences, on the condition 
of their repentance and faith. 

The plan of heavenly mercy thus de- 
termined on, was obscurely hinted at in 
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the infancy of the world ; but was more 
clearly announced as time advanced : and 
to Abraham was the promise made, ''In 
thy seed shall all the nations of the earth 
be blessed" When the maturity of time 
arrived, the children of Israel were se- 
lected from the midst of a wicked and 
benighted world to be the furtherers of 
the will of Heaven. Separated from the 
nations of the earth, a law was given them 
that should prefigure in types and shadows 
the atoning sacrifice of the Gospel ; and 
prophets arose from time to time to pre- 
pare the chosen of God for the reception 
of the Redeemer. The time, the place, 
and the miraculous nature of the Messiah's 
birth were clearly and fully predicted. 
Nor even here did the voice of prophecy 
cease. It further declared that He should 
"make His grave with the wicked, and 
with the rich in His death." And the 
meanness of his birth, and the tenor of 
His life, and the horrors of His death, 
and the companions of His sufferings, and 
the desertion of His followers, and the 
sepulchre of Joseph, combined their united 
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testimoDy to prove that Jesus was He 
who ^* should come to fulfil the law and 
the prophets." 

Thus, in the fulness of time, the pre- 
dicted virgin was found with child. The 
birth of- the babe of Bethlehem was an- 
nounced by an angel from heaven, as good 
tidings of great joy to all people ; for that 
in Him was born the promised Saviour^ 
who is Christ the Lord. "The morning 
stars sang together ; and all the angels of 
God shouted for joy.'* The enrapturing 
strain swelled through the regions of the 
air, and a multitude of the heavenly host 
descended to the earth, "praising God, 
and saying. Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good-will towards 
men." 

Yet, in coming to His own, His own 
received Him not. Their carnal minds 
were careless of spiritual blessings; and 
they looked that He should deliver them 
from the yoke of man, who came to free 
them from the dominion of sin. Forget- 
ful of the man of sorrows, who was to be 
wounded for their transgressions and bruised 
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for their iniquities, and by whose stripes 
they were to be healed : unmindful of 
Him who was to be oppressed and af- 
flicted ; to be brought as a Lamb to the 
slaughter; and as a sheep before her 
shearers, to be dumb ; and heedless of the 
sufferer, who was to be taken from prison 
and from judgment, to be cut off out of 
the land of the living : they dwelt only on 
the predicted glories of the Messiah's 
reign, and looked for earthly power from 
His victorious arm. 

Thus the feeble cry of infancy, which, 
if uttered in the midst of worldly pomp 
and splendour, would have bowed a haughty 
nation to the earth, when heard in a man- 
ger was treated with contempt. The 
scomfulness of pride and the tyranny of 
power obscured the clearness of their un- 
derstanding, and made them look with an 
erring eye upon the oracles of God. Yet 
were the purposes of Him completed, who 
" confirmeth the word of His servant, and 
performeth the counsel of his messen- 
gers;" and the prefigured Saviour paid 

c2 



28 ON THE ATONEMENT. 

the stipulated ransom amidst the mockery 
and cruelty of the redeemed. 

At that moment, the most appalling 
that time had ever seen, — when the hea- 
vens were shrouded, and the earth quaked ; 
when the living trembled, and the dead 
arose; — the vail of the Temple was rent 
in twain ; the middle wall of partition be- 
tween Jew and Gentile was broken down, 
and ^' all the kingdoms of the world be- 
came the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
His Christ." " Sing, O ye heavens, for the 
Lord hath done it : shout ye lower parts 
of the earth : break forth into singing ye 
mountains, O forest, and every tree there- 
in, for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and 
glorified himself in Israel." But not to 
Jacob only had a Saviour come ; but in him 
a light had arisen to lighten the Gentiles ; 
and they who had been strangers and 
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel 
were henceforth to become children and 
heirs. The time was now arrived which 
was to declare to Israel, " that God was 
no respecter of persons ;" but that " in 
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every nation he that feareth Him, and 
worketh righteousness, may be accepted 
by Him.'* The time was come when the 
Gentiles were to receive Him, " to whom 
give all the prophets witness, that, through 
His name, whosoever believeth in Him 
shall receive remission of sins." The time 
was come to fulfil the Scripture that saith, 
** whosoever believeth in Him shall not be 
ashamed;" and the disregarded and de- 
spised Gentile was to feel that " there is 
no difference between the Jew and the 
Gentile, for the same Lord over all is rich 
unto all that call upon Him." The time was 
come which was to bear to the proud and 
haughty Jew the humiliating truth, that 
not for his own deserts, but for the uni- 
versal good, he had been selected as the 
especial care of heaven. The time was 
come, and the universal Head appeared, to 
pay the universal ransom. 

But though the Almighty has thus 
" blotted out, as a thick cloud, our trans- 
gressions, and, as a cloud, our sins," we 
must remember that those sins still re- 
main ; and the withdrawal of the cloud at 
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the last day will leave them with all their 
power of condemning us» unless we have 
returned unto the Lord, who has re- 
deemed us. If we have received with 
faith the atoning sacrifice, and sought the 
Lord while yet He may be found ; then, 
through the blood which has been shed for 
our redemption, ^Hhough our sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wooL^ But no single unre- 
pented sin, no one cherished vice must be 
presented to sully the purity of that foun- 
tain, where we are invited to wash and be 
clean. The stream that flows through the 
channel of divine love will bear upon its 
bosom the sighs and sorrows of an humble 
and contrite heart ; but the presumption 
of sin and the deceit of hypocrisy will be 
swallowed in its waves, and lost for ever. 

That so tremendous a doom may not be 
ours, let us, while it is called to-day, turn 
to our Redeemer with sincerity and ear- 
nestness. We know that without holi- 
ness no man can see the Lord ; nor can 
the atonement of Christ be effectual to 
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our salvation. As, therefore, we regard 
our well-being through the exhaustless 
ages of eternity, let us prepare without 
delay to meet our latter end. Death 
spares neither age nor sex, and on each 
one of us the final sentence may have 
gone forth, ** this night thy soul shall be 
required of thee.** Let us, then, ask our- 
selves the question, **Am I prepared to 
meet the awful change ?" Let us bear in 
mind that there is no repentance in the 
grave; that as the tree falls, so must it 
lie ; that as death leaves us, so will judg- 
ment find us. And let such reflections 
lead us with penitence to the Saviour who 
has died for us, that when he shall appear 
a second time to judge the world we may 
hear that blessed sentence of eternal love, 
inviting us to " receive the kingdom pre- 
pared for us from the foundation of the 
world.'' 
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SERMON III. 



ON THE INFLUENCES OF THE SPIRIT. 



Romans viii. 14. 

^* As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 

the sons of God.'* 

The faith of Christians leads them to ac- 
knowledge but one living and true God, 
without l)ody, parts, or passions, of infinite 
power, wisdom, and goodness, the Maker 
and Preserver of all things, both visible 
and invisible; yet, in the unity of this 
Godhead, that there are three Persons, of 
one substance, power, and eternity, the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

At the creation of the material fabric 
which we inhabit, each Person in this 
Triune Deity was employed ; for when 
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the Father had pronounced the words 
\ehich caused light to shine out of the 
midst of darkness, the Son was employed 
in forming the world, and the Spirit of 
God moved upon the face of the waters. 
As in the creation, so also in the redemp^ 
tion of man, were the three Persons re- 
pealed. When the Son first began His 
ministry, and, to fulfil all righteousness, 
submitted to the baptism of John, the 
Father proclaimed Him as His beloved 
Son, and the Spirit as a dove lighted on 
Him. Thus the two great periods which 
mark the creation of the body, and the 
redemption of the soul, are both distin- 
guished by the presence of every Person 
in the adorable Trinity. 

It is not now, however, my object to 
direct our attention to the nature of the 
Almighty Father, that glorious Being who 
inhabiteth eternity, whose throne is heaven, 
and the earth His footstool ; whose attend- 
ants are the countless myriads of the hea- 
venly host ; and whose eternal existence 
never commenced, nor shall ever end. Nor, 
to the Divine Redeemer would I now crave 
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your thoughts; to Him, who having laid 
aside the glory which He had with the 
Father before the world began, assumed 
the nature of man, to suffer the penalty of 
man's iniquity. But I would confine our 
attention to the third Person in the Triune 
Deity, that we may see the interest we 
have in confessing our faith in Him, toge- 
ther with the Father and the Son, and in 
imploring Him to have mercy upon us, 
miserable sinners. 

Although we may enter upon this sub- 
ject with alacrity, we cannot also but ap- 
proach it with anxiety ; because, while the 
faith of Christians is, in general, pure and 
sound, when exercised upon the nature 
and office of the Father and the Son ; and 
while they look up to the first as their 
Creator, and acknowledge the second as 
their Redeemer, many are the wild and 
visionary, and more the mistaken notions 
that prevail, as to the o^d^ and influence 
of the Holy Spirit. 

But if we worship in ignoraiice, we at 
least do so without comfort ; and if in 
error, at least vdthout profit. If our 
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prayers for aid are misdirected, they will 
return without a blessing into our bosom ; 
for we are expressly told, that " we ask and 
we receive not, because we ask amiss." 
If we have so confused a knowledge of the 
Christian faith, as to implore the aid of one 
Person in the blessed Trinity, when the peti- 
tion should have been addressed to another; 
-we are praying indeed with the lips, but not 
with the understanding ; we are praying, 
perhaps, sincerely, but not effectually ; and 
sincerity in error will not hold us guiltless, 
when the means of knowledge are within 
our reach. And may the Holy Spirit, 
through the mediation of our Saviour, be 
now imparted to us; that we may both 
perceive and know, what things we ought 
to do ; and also, may have grace and power 
faithfully to fulfil the same. 

Immediately preceding the betrayal of 
our Saviour, when the spirits of His dis- 
ciples were failing at the prospect of the 
separation, which was soon to take place 
between their beloved Master and them- 
selves ; their Lord assured them, that He 
would not leave them comfortless, for that 
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vincing arguments they used when the 
Spirit gave them utterance. Weak and 
ignorant in their own persons, they became 
strong and subtle under the agency of the 
Holy Ghost. Timid and irresolute whea 
left to their own guidance, they were bold 
and firm in their attacks upon the powers 
of darkness, when protected by the shield 
of faith, and fighting with the sword of the 
Spirit. They, who under the influence of 
excited fears, had all forsaken their Master 
in the hour of trial ; and left Him without 
support to endure the malice of demons, 
and the mockery of men ; were now found 
boldly asserting the Divinity of their cru- 
cified Lord, and with all the terrors of 
torture and of death before their eyes, up* 
braiding the rulers of the people with their 
blaisphemy in denying, and their guilt in 
crucifying the Redeemer of mankind. No 
hardships deterred, no labours overcame, 
no dangers alarmed, no diflSculties with- 
held them from publishing the glad tidings 
of salvation to all nations. Supported by 
a power not their own, and filled with an 
energy more than human, they were alike 
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insensible to fear, and undismayed by peril. 
Such, in the first ages of Christianity, were 
the extraordinary operations of God's Holy 
Spirit upon the minds and conduct of men ; 
supplanting ignorance by wisdom, doubt 
by faith, cowardice by courage, and weak- 
ness by strength. 

But the first ages of Christianity have 
long expired ; the power of working mira- 
cles has long ceased ; and the extra- 
ordinary infiuences of the Spirit, been 
withheld. But, as the promise of His pre- 
sence with mankind was not confined to 
the first promulgators and defenders of 
our fidth, but was extended to all that 
were afar ofi^, and was to remain with man 
for ever ; we are assured that His Divine 
influen(;e may now be obtained, and His 
Almighty, strength be flow our prc^t^ion. 
It is Jiot because we are unable to raise 
the dead by a word, or to cure diseases by 
a touch, that we are to conclude the Spirit 
no longer works with the sons of men. 
When an unobtrusive religion was to be 
introduced, whose throne was to be esta- 
blished in the human heart; and who^ 
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saving truths were to be pressed upon the 
world by men of low condition and mean 
appearance ; who were opposed by all the 
prejudices of the mighty, the learning of 
the wise, and the scornfulness of the 
proud; we can easily perceive, that the 
integrity of such men, however great, and 
the activity of their labours, however con- 
stant, were insuflScient to accomplish a 
work of such stupendous magnitude. 
Therefore it was, that they were endued 
with supernatural powers. 

The religion, however, once become 
general, its truths established, and its pro- 
fessors, including the great and powerful 
with the lowly and the weak ; it was no 
longer necessary that its adherents should 
be able to convince gainsayers by altering 
the course of nature ; and the extraor- 
dinary influences of the Spirit ceased when 
the obstacles, which had made them ne- 
cessary, were removed. The salvation of 
souls was now become His great and 
mighty object; and His silent influences 
were as much required to smooth the 
ruggedness of man's nature as His more 
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visible effects had been to surmount his 
prejudices. 

But as miracles are not now wrought, 
and the course of nature is invariable, it 
would be a task of hopeless difficulty, if 
not of bold impiety, attempting to define 
the precise manner in which the Spirit of 
Grod works upon the minds of men, or the 
exact measure He imparts, so as to leave 
their free-agency unfettered and uncon- 
trolled. These things are not revealed. 
They may not, therefore, without pre- 
sumption, be too minutely enquired into. 
Yet still we know that He does work 
with us. The Corinthians were instructed 
that they were not suflScient of themselves 
to think any thing as of themselves, but 
that their sufficiency was of God. The 
Philippians were told that it was God who 
worketh in them both to will and to do. 
The Romans were taught that it was by 
the Spirit they mortified the deeds of the 
body. And the Hebrews were informed 
that it was God who maketh us perfect in 
every good work to do His will, working 
in us that which is well pleasing in His 
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sight. Thus, in those early ages, when 
the effusion of the Spirit was first made 
generally known, we find that His power 
was not confined to prove the origin of 
the infant faith; but that the personal 
sanctification of man was equally His care. 
When, therefore, we are assured by the 
Saviour that out of the heart, that is, 
out of the • unassisted mind of man, 
proceed evil thoughts, and yet are con- 
scious to ourselves that many a virtuous 
feeling is awakened within us, can we 
doubt its being an emanation from some 
purer essence than our own carnal vrill, or 
that the Spirit of God is witnessing with 
our spirit, that we may become the chil- 
dren of God? When, again, we are ex- 
pressly assured that of ourselves we can 
do nothing, and yet are frequently enabled 
to perform deecte on which a blessing has 
been pronounced, can we doubt that it is 
by the Spirit strengthening us, and ena- 
bling us both to will and to do those 
things which are pleasing in the Almighty's 
sight ? 
n v. But while we are bound to believe that 
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every good and every perfect work that 
men perform is under the influence, and by 
the agency, of God's Holy Spirit, we are 
compelled to admit that His operations 
upon the mind are silent and impercept- 
ible ; that there is no sensible demonstra- 
tion to mark His presence ; nor any ex- 
traordinary impulse which compels us to 
receive Him. But should this surprise us 
when we are expressly told, that as ^* the 
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not 
tell whence it cometh and whither it 
goetli, 80 is every one that is bom of the 
Spirit ?" It is enough for us to be- as- 
sured by the mouth of the Saviour, that 
the Almighty knoweth we have need of 
the Holy Ghost, and that to whomsoever 
asketh it of Him it shall be given. NoW, 
this is a promise that wiR not fail ; and, 
although it is presumption, which well 
nigh borders on profanenes^r for any one 
in the present day to define the times 
when he is under the more immediate 
guidance of this Divine power ; yet it is 
the Christian's duty to seek it, through AtKcP^ 
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earnestness, the fervency, and the fre- 
quency of his prayers. And when the 
works of the flesh are supplanted by the 
works of the Spirit, we may rest assured 
that it is by the Spirit who worketh in us 
both to will and to do ; and, although we 
be unconscious of His operation, aud in-^ 
sensible of His presence, yet, knowing 
that " As many as are led by the Spirit of 
God they are the sons of God," and "joint 
heirs with Christ," we may go on our way 
rejoicing. 

But in this dispensation of mercy the 
free-agency of man is left unimpaired ; for 
we are led by the Spirit of God, not 
driven by Him ; and, when invited to re- 
fuse the evil, and choose the good, there 
is no irresistible impulse to force salvation 
upon us : for, unless our own spirit is de- 
sirous of becoming the adopted son of a 
heavenly Parent, the Holy Spirit will not 
make us so. The all-sufficient sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world has been 
offered up ; and every human being has now 
a fountain in which he may wash, and be 
clean. Yet, to some, the cross is a stum- 
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bling-block ; by others it is accounted 
foolishness ; and the Saviour's blood, which 
flowed to remove the stain of every crime, 
has for many been spilt in vain. In like 
manner, the Holy Spirit, who is ever pre* 
sent with us to help our inflrmities, and 
ready and willing to forward the work of 
our salvation by His preventing and as- 
sisting grace, is often quenched by the self- 
sufficiency of man, and by man's impurity 
driven from the abode which He would 
have transformed into an holy temple for 
the Lord. But if we labour to make our 
calling and election sure, then will His 
gentle influence guide and strengthen us 
in the paths of virtue, imperceptibly ena- 
bling us to subdue the lusts of the flesh, 
and purify our minds from earthly dross. 

And now, what a scheme of unutterable 
mercy does our holy religion present to 
our view ! When man had forfeited all 
claim to the protection and favour of his 
Creator, and incurred the awful penalty of 
eternal death, with no power to alter his 
doom or to stay the uplifted arm of Divine 
vengeance ; the Almighty Himself restored 
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the image that had been defaced, and, by 
the sacrifice of His beloved Son, renewed 
His covenant with ruined man. But as it 
was necessary that, during the time of his 
probation here, man should gradually be 
prepared by the purity of his thoughts and 
the holiness of his deeds to enjoy the pre- 
sence of infinite perfection hereafter ; the 
Almighty was not content with merely rer 
deeming his soul by the blood-shedding of 
Christ, but provided also a sufficient aid 
for the sanctification of his body. Thus 
"eternal life" indeed becomes the "gift 
of God." The merits of Christ are to us 
imputed ; and for the fruits of the Spirit 
we are rewarded. Our sins are washed out 
by the blood of Christ; our acceptable 
deeds are performed through the Spirit 
strengthening us ; our redemption is the 
work of God, and our virtues are the gift 
of God. " O the depth of the riches of 
the mercy, and the wisdom, and the know- 
ledge of God ! how unspeakable are His 
judgments, and His ways past finding out ! 
for who hath known the mind of the Lord ? 
or who hath been His counsellor? or who 
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bath first given to Him^ and it shall be 
recompensed unto Him again ? for of Him, 
and through Him, and to Him, are all 
things; to whom be glory for ever. 
Amen." 

But while dwelling on the transcendent 
mercy thus revealed, we may not close our 
eyes to the tremendous responsibility that 
rests upon ourselves. What now becomes 
of the fiavourite plea of those, who glorying 
in the works of darkness, and revelling in 
all the lusts of the fiesh, would ascribe the 
impurity of their lives to the weakness of 
their nature ? Let it be admitted, that this 
weakness is as great as their own distorted 
fancy would represent it ; let it to its 
utmost limit be acknowledged, that of our- 
selves we can do nothing; yet, we have 
only now to ask in sincerity and truth, and 
Divine wisdom will be planted upon the 
soil of human error, and the strength of 
Jehovah supply the weakness of man. 
The adversary, as a ramping and a roaring 
lion, may still go about seeking whom he 
may devour ; but his malignant darts will 
strike us harmlessly if we be strong in the 
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Lord, and in the power pf His might ; for, 
if we put on the whole armour of God, we 
shall be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil. In every moment of tempta- 
tion, therefore, whether in the retirement 
of the closet, or in the crowded haunts of 
men, let a mental prayer be offered for 
assistance, and the adversary will be made 
to quail before the power that has subdued 
him. But if we neglect so great salvation, 
and turn from the righteous command- 
ment delivered unto us ; let us remember, 
that the Spirit of God will not always 
strive with man, but he will be abandoned 
to his mad career, heaping up for himself 
wrath against the day of wrath, till the 
measure of his iniquity be full; and for 
his recompense, there will be through the 
countless ages of eternity, " the worm that 
dieth not, and the fire that shall never be 
quenched." 
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1 Cor. xii. 13. 

•* By one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, 
whetber we be Jews or Gentiles, wbetber we be 
bond or free." 

When the purposes of the Almighty for 
the salvation of mankind were about visi- 
bly to commence, and men themselves to 
be appointed the instruments through 
whom these blessings should flow ; ^^ The 
Lord appeared unto Abram, and said unto 
him, I am the Almighty God ; walk before 
me, and be thou perfect ; and I will make 
my covenant between me and thee, and 
thy seed after thee in their generations for 
an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto 
thee, and to thy seed after thee. This is 
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my covenant which ye shall keep, between 
me and you, and thy seed after thee ; 
every man child among you shall be cir- 
cumcised ; and it shall be the token of the 
covenant betwixt me and you; and the 
man child that is not circumcised, that soul 
shall be cut oflF from his people ; he hath 
broken my covenant/' 

Thus confirmed by the awful appearance 
of God Himself, was this seal of a cove- 
nant established, to be the distinguishing 
mark of the visible Churph of God, and as 
an assurance of blessing ; not merely as a 
sign, which was to distinguish the seed of 
Abraham from the nations; but as the 
visible entrance into a covenant, which 
made them the children of God, and enti- 
tled them to the blessings of their Father^s 
kingdom. It was obligatory upon every 
Jew, under the fatal alternative of being 
cut off from his people, and becoming an 
alien from his father's house, because he 
had broken the covenant. It was reli- 
giously and strictly observed, from the days 
of Abraham to the coming of our Saviour ; 
with the exception of their forty years 
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wandering in the desert. This intermis- 
sion took place, because as they knew not 
the time when they might be summoned 
to proceed, they were unwilling to submit 
to an operation which would have endan- 
gered their lives had they been called upon 
immediately to move. 

No sooner, however, was this wander- 
ing over, and their entrance into the pro- 
mised land effected, than the word came 
forth from the Lord to Joshua, — " circum- 
cise again the children of Israel." So long 
as the law afterwards stood, this rite re- 
ceived no further interruption ; and by it, 
the Messiah Himself was initiated into a 
Church which was so shortly to be super- 
seded, as being merely introductory to that 
which He came to establish. We cannot, 
therefore, suppose, that it was either an 
idle rite or an useless ceremony. The 
spirit of Christ, indeed, could need no 
inward purifying through the medium of 
an outward form ; nor to have the seal of 
a covenant affixed, to assure Him of its 
promises. Yet, as our great Exemplar, 
and as coming to Ailfil all righteousness 

d2 



52 ON BAPTISM. 

He submitted to every ordinance of God 
for man's sake. He taught us, by that 
most forcible of all lessons,^*exampIe, that 
it becomes not man to doubt the utility 
or the wisdom of a law which Grod has 
made ; nor did He declare that it was no 
longer convenient, till He had confirmed 
its previous usefulness by undergoing it. 

But with the crucifixion of the Saviour, 
the law was abrogated. Those good things 
were then introduced, of which the Mosaic 
dispensation had been a shadow, but not 
the substance. Those sacrifices which had 
been offered year by year continually, with- 
out making the comers thereunto perfect, 
were now superseded by that one great 
sacrifice for the sins of the whole world, 
which had been offered up once for all- 
Yet, in the leading features of this tem- 
poral dispensation, might be dimly traced 
the substantial blessings which were to be 
enjoyed under the Messiah's reign. What 
had once been typified, was now com- 
pleted ; what had formerly been predicted, 
was now fulfilled. Not merely had the 
knowledge of the one true God, and the 
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expectation of a promised Saviour, been 
kept alive and active ; but the faithful had 
those hopes confirmed by marking the 
unity of the two covenants. 

In the lifting up the brazen serpent in 
the wilderness, which was to be looked 
upon to heal a serpent's bite, was typified 
the lifting up that spotless victim, who was 
to heal all the wounds of the old serpent — 
the devil. In the ofl^ring of Isaac by his 
fether Abraham, was shadowed forth the 
sacrifice of the only begotten Son of God 
for the sins of the whole world. Moses, 
the lawgiver, and Joshua, the deliverer of 
the people, were types of Christ ; the tem- 
poral blessings of the law prefigured the 
eternal blessings of the Gospel ; the sacri- 
fice of Christ was typified by the Paschal 
Lamb ; the scape-goat was a type of the 
atonement ; the feast of the Passover was 
an emblem of the eucharistic supper ; and 
circumcision was a type of baptism. 

When, therefore, the ceremonial part of 
the Mosaic dispensation was done away ; 
what circumcision had once been to the 
Jew, baptism then became to the Christian. 
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And as the rite of circumcision had been 
highly venerated, and strictly observed by 
the Jew ; we may reasonably suppose, 
that the Founder of the infant faith would 
very forcibly impress this new method of 
entering into covenant with God, upon the 
minds of His first disciples ; and that those 
disciples would regard it with the same 
veneration, as the ancient seed of Abra- 
ham had felt for circumcision. Let us 
now see if this supposition be realized. 

When the main object of our Saviour's 
mission had been completed, by His sacri* 
fice on the cross, and His Divine power 
evinced by His resurrection from the dead; 
Jesus came and spake unto His disciples, 
saying, " All power is given unto me, in 
heaven and in earth ; go ye, therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost ; teaching them to ob- 
serve all things, whatsoever I have com- 
manded you ; and lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world.** 

Thus, in establishing the Gospel in the 
place of the Law ; and a new and better 



/ 

/ 



ON BAPTISM. 55 

covenant in the room of the Jewish dispen- 
sation ; our Saviour Himself instituted the 
Sacrament of Baptism as the mode of ad- 
mission into His Church; and not only 
ordained the rite, but directed the very 
words in which it was to be administered. 
And that no doubt might remain on the 
minds of His disciples as to the constant 
importance, and permanent necessity of 
this initiatory rite ; He promised, upon its 
faithful performance, to be with them 
alway, even unto the end of the world. 

So solemnly urged upon their con- 
sciences, and ingrafted into their duty, we 
find it ever present to their minds, when 
their glorified Master being taken from 
them, they were left to the performance of 
their mission, under the conduct of that 
Comforter, who was to bring all things to 
their remembrance, and guide them into 
all truth. Under this sanctifying influence 
we find, that the first subject which pre- 
sented itself to their minds when a convert 
was gained, was this solemn command of 
the Saviour's. On the day of Pentecost, 
succeeding the ascension of Christ, Peter, 
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in a speech of wondrous power, and full of 
heavenly wisdom, pricked them to the 
heart, and brought the convicted multitude 
to the Apostles, inquiring, " What shall we 
do ?" The Apostle answered, " Repent, and 
be baptized ; and they that gladly received 
his word were baptized ; and the same day 
there were added unto them about three 
thousand souls.*' After the death of the 
first martyr St. Stephen, "Philip went 
down to the city of Samaria, and preached 
Christ unto them ;" and " when they be* 
lieved Philip preaching the kingdom of 
God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they 
were baptized." Simon also, "which be- 
foretime in the same city used sorcery," 
believed and was baptized. The pious 
Ethiopian, under the brief preaching of 
the same Philip, was converted from 
Paganism, and confessed his belief, that 
" Jesus Christ was the Son of God.*' To 
incorporate by the appointed means, this 
reclaimed sheep into the shepherd's fold, 
" he commanded the chariot to stand still ; 
and they went down both into the water, 
both Philip and the eunuch, and he bap- 
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tized him.'* The persecuting Paul, who 
was selected as a **choseu vessel** to bear 
the Lord's name unto the Grentiles, and 
for this purpose, was miraculously con- 
verted by a vision from heaven, although 
" filled with the Holy Ghost," commenced 
not his sacred mission till this ordinance 
had been complied with ; for we read, that 
** when he received his sight, he arose and 
was baptized." In the course of his sub- 
sequent labours, Paul was preaching at 
Corinth ; and the blessing of God was with 
him. Through his instrumentality, " Cris- 
pus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, be- 
lieved on the Lord, with all his house ;" 
and ^ many of the Corinthians hearing, be- 
lieved, and were baptized/* The same 
result followed his preaching at Ephesus ; 
for, having instructed the Ephesians in the 
true faith, they were " baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus.'* When the 
trembling jailor at Philippi fell down before 
Paul and Silas, and said, *' Sirs, what must 
I do to be saved ?** they replied, " believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ;" "and thev 
spake unto him the word of the Lord, and 
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to all that were in his house;'' '^and he 
was baptized, he, and all his, straightway." 

These are some of the most striking 
instances recorded for our information, and 
written for our learning, of the importance 
attached to the sacrament of Baptism by 
the inspired Apostles, and first promulga- 
tors of the Christian faith. A belief in 
the doctrines, an obedience to the pre- 
cepts, nay, even a divine commission to 
labour in the Lord's vineyard, were no 
suflScient testimony of being a member of 
Christ's mystical body, till the outward and 
visible sign had confirmed the inward and 
spiritual grace. 

The Church, therefore, in her wisdom 
and her piety declares, that " Baptism is a 
sign of regeneration, or new birth, whereby, 
as by an instrument, they that receive 
baptism rightly, are grafted into the 
Church ; the promises of forgiveness of 
sin, and of our adoption to be the sons of 
God by the Holy Ghost, are visibly 
signed and sealed." Upon the same 
grounds, in the Catechism she has provided 
for her younger members, she teaches, that 
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the inward and spiritual grace" imparted 
to us in baptism, is, '^ a death unto sin, and 
a new birth unto righteousness ; for being 
by nature bom in sin, and the children of 
wrath, we are hereby made the children of 
grace." And in her office for the adminis- 
tration of public baptism, she commences 
by quoting those memorable words of our 
Saviour, when He condescended to satisfy 
the amazement He had excited in Nico- 
demus, in telling him, " Except a man be 
bom again, he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of heaven." Upon hearing this asser- 
tion, Nicodemus began to question the 
possibility of obedience, when our Saviour 
at once explained to him that He was 
speaking metaphorically of Baptism, by 
adding, " Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God ;" that is, into the Church 
of Christ. 

Baptism, then, is a solemn entrance into 
the Christian covenant ; a new birth from 
the death of sin ; a regeneration in Christ ; 
in which all the blessings of Christianity 
are promised by God, who alone can make 
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known the means, by the devout use of 
which. He will bestow His blessings ; and 
by which, also, we engage to believe the 
doctrines, and obey the precepts of the 
Gospel of Christ. And, thus, when we 
return the newly baptized infant into the 
arms of its sponsor, we declare it to be 
" regenerate,** or born anew, and " grafted 
into the body of Christ's Church." 

But there is a fearful heart of unbelief 
in man, and some there are who despise 
this rite, from its presumed insufficiency 
to accomplish the great ends which it pro- 
poses ; and because they cannot see, they 
will not believe. But if its simplicity be 
the main objection which is raised against 
it, let us ask ourselves with fear and 
trembling, if it spring not from the pride 
and stubbornness of our own hearts, pre- 
ferring the false deductions of human rea- 
soning, to the revelation of divine truth. 
And, if it be so, may we not further fear, 
that the dealings of the Almighty will be 
manifested in us, who by His prophet has 
declared, that He will "destroy the fat 
and the strong." The mightiest effects. 
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we know, are sometimes wrought by the 
simplest causes. When the Syrian Naa- 
man appeared before the prophet of the 
Lord, to be miraculously cured of a loath- 
some disease, his haughty spirit was about 
to reject the proffered good, because the 
prophet did no " great thing" for its accom- 
plishment. When bid to wash in Jordan 
and be clean ; he contemptuously declared, 
that " Abana and Pharpar" were ** better 
than all the waters of Israel," and de- 
manded, why he might not " wash in them 
and be clean ?" Accustomed to the pomp 
and glitter that surround a court, his vain 
imagination had conceived, that some great 
thing must visibly manifest the presence 
of God. And had not an attendant on the 
" Captain of the host of the king of Sjrria," 
one more spiritually wise than his master, 
put a question which corrected his foolish 
presumption, he would have lamented 
through life the bitter consequence of his 
madness and his folly. And may not the 
same happen unto us if we refuse com- 
pliance with our Saviour's command, be- 
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cause we see not the immediate efficacy of 
obedience ? 

The orthodox of every age, however, 
have admitted the necessity, and believed 
in the validity of Baptism. But in the 
beginning of the sixteenth century, there 
arose a sect, who regarded it with feelings 
of such reverential awe, that it led them to 
pronounce a large portion, and that the 
most innocent of the human race, improper 
recipients. Towards all conscientious scru- 
ples, it behoves us to look with an eye of 
charity ; and, as they who embrace oppo- 
site doctrines cannot both be right; to 
pray with all sincerity and earnestness that 
Crod may forgive him that is in error. 
The limits of a discourse are too narrow to 
admit the field of controversy; but are 
wide enough to enable us to state briefly, 
some reasons for admitting the validity of 
infant Baptism. 

Under the Jewish dispensation, children 
were admitted into covenant with God, by 
circumcision on the eighth day. There is^ 
therefore, nothing in the nature of the 
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case which excludes them from the cove- 
nanted mercy of God; and they are as 
able to covenant now, as they were then. 
If, under the old dispensation, infants had 
never had the seal of the covenant applied 
to them, and our Saviour had intended to 
extend this mercy towards them, with the 
introduction of the new ; then, indeed, it 
would have been necessary, that in His 
direction to the Apostles to baptize all 
nations. He should have expressly declared, 
that infants were to be included in the 
number. But, on the other hand, when it 
is considered that He was addressing Jews, 
who were the daily witnesses, not only of 
the circumcision, but also of the baptism of 
infants ; it seems impossible to suppose, 
that He would have given an indefinite 
Qommission to His Apostles ; but rather, 
that if infants. were no longer to be ad- 
mitted into the Church, He would, by an 
express direction, have excluded them. 
And, moreover, as the Christian dispensa- 
tion was intended to augment and not to 
narrow the boundaries of the Church of 
God, and to admit all people, and nations, 
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and languages; we may surely conclude, 
that they who were admitted under the 
Law, are not excluded under the Gospel. 
St. Peter, in his address before alluded to, 
thus exhorted his hearers: "repent, and 
be baptized every one of you for the remis- 
sion of sins, and ye shall receive the Holy 
Ghost." His very next words are, — ** for 
the promise," that is, the promise of remis- 
sion of sins, and of receiving the Holy 
Ghost, " is unto you, and to your children." 
If, then, he declares, that children were 
partakers of the promise; we cannot be- 
lieve that they are not to be partakers of 
the seal, which is the visible confirmation 
of the promise. Infant baptism was, 
therefore, the universal practice of the 
Church for the first fifteen hundred years 
of the Christian Mvo, ; and St. Austin says, 
that he "never heard nor read of any 
Christian, Catholic or sectary, but what 
held that infants were baptized for the 
forgiveness of sins." 

A pious wish, and earnest desire, strictly 
to obey this command of our Saviour's, 
have further led some to fear, that the 
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method adopted by the Church in her ad- 
ministration of Baptism, is not valid. 
Observing that St. Paul says, "We are 
buried with Christ in baptism," they deem 
it necessary for the right administration of 
this sacrament, that the whole body should 
be immersed in water ; and, therefore, that 
the mere sprinkling of the recipient is 
defective. Here, again, it behoves us to 
regard a feeling of this nature with the 
utmost tenderness; because, if it be an 
error, it is at least an harmless one, and 
arises from an humble desire of leaving no 
jot nor tittle of the law unfulfilled. I 
think, however, in those words, St. Paul 
meant to convey no more than this, — that 
our baptism represents to us, our death 
unto sin ; and not our death only, but our 
continuance in that state of death : that as 
the body when buried continues dead until 
the resurrection to life eternal, so should 
we who are baptized continue dead to sin, 
and arise only to newness of life. And I 
am the more confirmed in this opinion, 
because there is a great difference between 
what is necessary to baptism, and what is 
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merely casual. Water, and the form of 
words, are made necessary by the express 
command of the Saviour ; and, therefore, 
may neither be altered nor omitted in the 
administration. But as no command is 
given, either as to the quantity of water or 
the method of using it, nor can be deter- 
mined by Holy Scripture, we believe such 
matters to be indifferent. There is a pas- 
sage, indeed, which seems to sanction the 
method of sprinkling ; for when the bapt- 
ism of John is mentioned, it is not said 
that he came baptizing in water, but mth 
water. 

But there is another sentiment with 
regard to Baptism, which seems to savour 
so much more of Pharisaic pride than of 
Christian humility, that even charity itself 
will scarcely permit us to notice it with- 
out censure. Like the Pharisee of old, 
who dared to thank God that he was not 
as other men, and thus went down from 
the temple without justification ; some 
contend that the evidence of a spiritual 
Baptism, evinced by the uniform tenor of 
a moral life, supersedes the necessity of 
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the carnal ordinance ; in other words, that 
the Baptism of the Spirit makes the Bapt- 
ism of water useless. Far from acknow- 
ledging» that after we have done all we are 
unprofitable servants ; this opinion would 
seem to make the Almighty so much our 
debtor, as to allow us the liberty of believ- 
ing in part, and obeying in part. But the 
storehouse of Divine truth excludes all 
human reasoning on the subject, and re- 
cords an instance, as if designedly to refute 
this erroneous opinion. When the preach- 
ing of St. Peter converted Cornelius, and 
a band of (xentiles, from the errors of hea- 
thenism to the truths of Christianity; 
while he yet spake, the Holy Ghost fell on 
all them which heard him. But, did this 
visible Baptism of the Spirit satisfy the 
inspired Apostle, that this evidence of the 
Saviour's love superseded obedience to 
the Saviour's command ? It only operated 
with him as an additional motive for ask- 
ing, "Can any forbid water, that these 
should be baptized which have received 
the Holy Ghost as well as we ?" 

But while we believe in the necessity, 
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uid admit the validity of water baptism, 
we must be cautious that we rest not in 
the mere external rite. " Circumcise, 
therefore, your heart, and be no more stiflP- 
necked," was an admonition given tb- the 
Israelites, lest they should satisfy them- 
selves with the mere outward sign of being 
God's people, and their religion rest in 
external rites, and the observance of cere- 
monial worship. It pointed out to them, 
that while these were necessary for the ful- 
filment of all righteousness, their mighty 
efforts must be directed towards the attain- 
ment of those inward dispositions of the 
mind, and to the subduing those impure 
passions and sinful affections which are 
necessary to evidence that " holiness, with- 
out which no man shall see the Lord.** 
The zealous but persecuted Prophet Jere- 
miah, called upon the men of Judah, and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem to " circum- 
cise their hearts, lest the fury of the Lord 
come forth like fire, and bum that none 
can quench it, because of the evil of their 
doings.'* The same prophet, when mourn- 
ing over the judgments of God because of 
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tbeir sins, utters this lament : *^ To whom 
shall I speak, and give warning that they 
may hear ? behold, their ear is uncircum- 
cised, and they cannot hearken; behold, 
the word of the Lord is unto them a re- 
proach, and they have no delight in it.** 

The descendant of Abraham, then, was 
no Jew, nor partaker of the promises, until 
he had submitted to the external rite; 
neither was he a Jew, which was one 
merely outwardly ; nor that a saving cir- 
cumcision, which was only yisible in the 
flesh. But be was a Jew, a child of God, 
and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven, 
who, adding to the visible circumcision of 
the flesh, the spiritual circumcision of the 
heart, was unblameable before the Lord 
in all holy conversation and godliness. As 
the outward circumcision without the in- 
ward was vain; so the pretension to an 
inward circumcision, being v^rought while 
not in covenant, was vain also. The out- 
ward and visible sign was useless without 
the inward and spiritual grace; and the 
inward and spiritual grace was only pro- 
mised, if the outward and visible sign were 
11 
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used. "For circumcision verily profiteth 
if thou keep the law ; but if thou be a 
breaker of the law, thy circumcision is 
made uncircumcision.*' *< For he is not a 
Jew, which is one outwardly ; neither is 
that circumcision which is outward in the 
flesh ; but he is a Jew, which is one in- 
wardly; and circumcision is that of the 
heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter ; 
whose praise is not of men, but of God." 

And thus it is, also, with the Christian's 
Baptism. The bare performance of the 
outward ordinance will bev)f no avail 
towards our salvation, unless \^e have also 
the answer of a good conscience towards 
God ; which can only be secured by adher- 
ing to those engagements, to which in our 
baptism we were bound. In addition to 
the seal, we must remember the conditions 
of the covenant. We must believe all the 
articles of the Christian faith; we must 
become dead to sin, and alive to righteous- 
ness, walking thenceforth in newness of 
life ; for, " so many of us as were baptized 
into Jesus Christ, were baptized into His 
death ; that like as Christ was raised up 
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from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness of 
life ; for if we have been planted together 
in the likeness of his death, we shall be 
also in the likeness of His resurrection ; 
knowing this, that our old man is crucified 
with Him, that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that henceforth we should not 
serve sin." 



SERMON V. 



ON THE lord's SUPPER. 



1 Cor, v. 7, 8. 

'* For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us ; 
therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, 
neither with the leaven of malice and wicked- 
ness ; hut with the unleavened hread of since- 
rity and truth." 

The children of Israel were about to go 
forth from the bondage of Egypt, and 
journey towards the land which had been 
promised to their fathers ; when the Al- 
mighty instituted the feast of the Passover, 
to be a memorial of that His abundant 
mercy, when He passed over the houses of 
the children of Israel in Egypt, but smote 
the Egyptians. 
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And lest with the fulfilment of the bless- 
ing, the memory of it should fade, He 
commanded them to keep that daj ^'a, 
feast to the Lord throughout their gene- 
rations ; to keep it a feast by an ordinance 
for ever." The paschal lamb, without spot 
or blemish, was to recall perpetually to 
their thoughts the bondage under which 
they once had groaned, the hand that had 
wrought their deliverance, and the mercies 
which had been showered upon them. 
Contrasting the blessings they enjoyed in 
the land of Canaan, with the eyils from 
which they had been rescued in the land 
of Egypt ; with grateful hearts they were 
to teach their children on each returning 
feast, what great things the Lord had done 
for them. They were never to forget, that 
the glorious change which they enjoyed, 
was not owing to their own power, nor the 
might of their own band ; but that the 
Lord their God was He, who had brought 
them forth out of the land of Egypt, from 
the house of bondage. 

A temporal deliverance of greater mag- 
nitude, or more surpassing wonder, had 
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never been experienced by any nation. 
For centuries they had groaned under the 
yoke of slavery. Enfeebled in body, 
broken in spirit, and bitterly oppressed by 
a mighty people ; they were left, humanly 
speaking, without any possibility of escape. 
And when by the mighty hand, and 
stretched out arm of the Lord, their deli- 
verance was wrought ; there could seem 
but little fear the remembrance of it should 
cease. But He to whom all hearts are 
open, and who knows whereof we are 
made, foresaw that the very generation 
among whom this miracle was wrought, 
would forget God's works, and the won- 
ders which He had showed among them. 
That the remembrance of it, therefore, 
might be kept alive in ages yet to come, 
divine wisdom established a solemnity 
which should imprint it for ever on their 
minds. 

With the same benign purposes in view, 
when the hour was at hand which was to 
witness the redemption, not of a peculiar 
people, from an earthly bondage; but of 
every nation under heaven from the boa- 
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dage of sin : our Saviour instituted the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, The 
lowly followers of Jesus were partaking of 
their last meal with their afflicted Master ; 
when, with the calm dignity, and affecting 
simplicity which had been His distinguish- 
ing characteristics through life, He " took 
bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and 
gave it to His disciples, and said, take, 
eat ; this is my body. And He took the 
cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, Drink ye all of it ; for this is my 
blood of the New Testament which is shed 
for many for the remission of sins." "This 
do in remembrance of me." 

Human wisdom might have thought, 
that no visible token could be necessary to 
keep alive the remembrance of what was 
then to be wrought in Israel. The re- 
membrance of an earthly blessing might 
pass with the occasion ; but, surely, there 
could be no such evil heart in man, as to 
forget a redemption which extends through 
the endless ages of eternity. No human 
foresight could have seen the wisdom of 
symbolically presenting to our view, the 
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bodj that was then broken, and the blood 
that was then shed, to recall to our minds 
mercies which accompany us at every step, 
which shield us through time, and guide 
us to eternity. But God seeth not as man 
seeth. A temporal deliverance had been* 
celebrated by a solemn feast ; and a solemn 
feast, was to call to remembrance our spi- 
ritual redemption. And as in the Feast 
of the Passover, the Almighty Governor 
had condescended to institute it ; so, in 
the Lord's Supper, of which the Passover 
was a type. He, " by whom all things con- 
sist," was Himself the Founder. 

Thus another link was added to the 
chain of God's providential dealings with 
mankind, which should connect the begin- 
ning of time with the commencement of 
eternity. It is not an institution, which 
owes its origin merely to the zeal and 
piety of a creature like ourselves; and 
who, being alike frail and fallible with us, 
could never bind it on the conscience of 
his brethren. But it is the appointment 
of that Saviour whose love we commemo- 
rate ; it is the institution of that universal 
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Lord, whose kingdom ruleth over all ; it is 
the injunction of that Teacher who came 
to make us wise unto salvation ; it is the 
command of that Master whose service is 
perfect freedom. 

But there is something more in this 
solemnity than a merely commemorative 
feast. It is one of those sacraments or- 
dained by Christ Himself, as a means 
whereby we receive inward and spiritual 
grace, and a pledge to assure us thereof. 
In our baptism, we were born anew, and 
made members of that mystical body, the 
Church, of which Christ is the Head. In 
the Lord's Supper we receive spiritual 
nourishment to sustain us in that new 
life; the blessings of that covenant into 
which we have entered, are further assured 
to us ; and we are made partakers of all 
the benefits of Christ's death and passion. 

Viewed in this solemn, yet endearing 
light, the act, which once might have been 
regarded as a cold and lifeless duty, as- 
sumes a new and fascinating form. We 
receive with thankfulness the elements 
which strengthen and refresh our bodies ; 
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but we look beyond the sign to the thing 
which it signifies. While the bread and 
wine impart new vigour to our mortal 
frame ; by the body and blood of Christ, 
we wax stronger in spirit, and receive 
strength and courage to go on in our spiri- 
tual warfare, under the conduct of our glo- 
rified Redeemer. The Prophet of old cast 
dismay into the enemies of the Lord by 
exclaiming, " Who can count the dust of 
Jacob, and the number of the fourth part 
of Israel ?" and in the contemplation of all 
the spiritual benefits we then receive, and 
the unnumbered mercies we then comme- 
morate, we, too, may sing the song of 
triumph over our adversary, and defy the 
foe whom the Lord hath vanquished. Thus, 
in absenting ourselves from this sacred 
feast, we are not alone guilty of the breach 
of one of God's commandments ; but are 
also depriving ourselves of one of those 
means of grace, which divine wisdom has 
hallowed to help the infirmities of man. 

It must ever be a source of deep regret, 
and heartfelt sorrow, to observe the little 
time mankind allow themselves for think- 
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ing on what is to come hereafter. While 
the cares, or the business, or the pleasures 
of the world, can arouse the most listless 
into activity and vigour ; a death-like tor- 
por steals over their senses, and benumbs 
their energy, when the interests of eternity 
are displayed before them. They seem as 
though they had neither part nor lot in 
the matter. They will listen to all the 
mercies of redemption, to all the wonders 
of God's dealings vnth mankind, to all the 
glories that are offered, and to all the ter- 
rors that are denounced, as though they 
hearkened merely to a well told tale, or to 
a cunningly devised fable. 

Could the inhabitant of another world 
look down upon us ; witness our eager 
thirst after the things of time, and mark 
our utter carelessness of all beyond ; would 
he not be led to say, " Mankind are dwell- 
ing in their abiding city." But could he 
ever think that we were passing through a 
state of trial, in which the vanity of a 
thought, the idleness of a word, the impu- 
rity of a look, as well as all the weightier 
matters of a law, holy, just, and good, will 
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hereafter arise to our eternal confiision ? 
And when our real condition was thus 
unfolded to him, and asking, « Why then 
do they not repent and amend ?" he should 
be told, that our nature was corrupt, and 
our resolution feeble ; he would, perhaps, 
be led to pity and compassionate the 
imagined wretchedness of our condition. 
But how soon would that pity be changed 
into contempt, and that compassion into 
scorn; if he were further told, that the 
Almighty Governor of the universe was 
not only willing to be our Protector, our 
Father, and our Friend ; but had also sup- 
plied us with the means, by the devout 
use of which, our weakness might be 
turned into strength, and our wickedness 
into virtue; but that in our folly we neg- 
lected so great salvation. 

Now, if this injunction of our Saviour 
were devoutly complied with, and, not 
regarding it merely as a part of ceremonial 
worship, we should really and truly do this 
in remembrance of Him ; the addition that 
would be made to our spiritual strength is 
more than we can calculate. In celebrat- 
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ing the Passover, the Jew had recalled to 
his remembrance his wretchedness and 
want in the land of Egypt; the power 
that had released him ; and the mercy 
which established him in splendor and 
abundance upon the soil of Canaan. And 
great, indeed, were these blessings which 
he commemorated. Yet, still, from the 
evils he had escaped, the hand of death 
would have soon released him ; and of the 
mercies he enjoyed, the same power would 
soon deprive him. Time, that speck upon 
the ocean of eternity, was the narrow com- 
pass of his joy and woe. Religiously and 
faithfully, however, did he keep these mer- 
cies before his eyes. 

But how far more extensive are the 
Christian's views in celebrating the Christ- 
ian Passover. While, in common with 
the Jew, he celebrates the boundless mer- 
cies he receives on earth ; his eye of faith 
can pierce the gloom of the dark valley of 
the shadow of death, and behold the eter- 
nal mansions of the heavenly kingdom, 
stretching through the endless ages of eter- 
nity, and prepared for him as his haven 
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and his home. Do this, therefore, in re- 
membrance of Me, through whom this 
eternal inheritance was provided. Do 
this in remembrance of Me, through whom 
ye learn the worthlessness of the present 
world, when compared with the overwhelm- 
ing magnitude of your eternal interests. 
Do this in remembrance of that holy incar- 
nation, that miraculous conception, that 
holy nativity, which gave the only begotten 
Son of God to the children of men. Do 
this in remembrance of that fasting and 
temptation, which in the midst of &intness 
and of weakness, showed forth the power 
of your spiritual Redeemer. Do this in 
remembrance of those fearful agonies I 
endured, when the blood issued from my 
bursting pores as drops of sweat ; when the 
frantic rabble pierced my temples with a 
crown of thorns ; and the universal voice 
affixed me to the accursed cross. Do this 
in remembrance of that blood, which has 
washed from the book of God's omni- 
science, the sins and pollutions of your life. 
Do this in remembrance of that purity of 
conduct, that holiness of life, that charity 



ON THE lord's SUPPER. 83 

towards your brethren, that submission to 
the will of God, that resignation in afflic* 
tion, that moderation in prosperity, which 
fonned the tenor of my holy life. Do this 
in remembrance that my example was 
given as a pattern for your imitation, and 
go thou and do likewise. 

Did we but approach the altar of God, 
having our memory occupied by such 
thoughts as these ; did we omit no oppor^ 
tunity of thus renewing those solemn en- 
gagements to which in our baptism we 
were bound ; no fear could reasonably be 
entertained of our not continuing His 
faithAil soldiers and servants unto our lives' 
end. More particularly if we kept the 
feast, not with the leaven of malice and 
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread 
of sincerity and truth ; our heart would 
expand, and our affections warm, towards 
our brethren who joined us in the heavenly 
feast. Regarding one another as " fellow- 
heirs, and of the same body, and partakers 
of God's promise in Christ by the Gospel," 
we should have "compassion one of an- 
other, love as brethren, be pitiful, be 
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courteous; not rendering railing for rail- 
ing, but contrariwise blessing; knowing 
that we are thereunto called, that we 
should inherit a blessing." We should 
" forbear one another, and forgive one an-^ 
other, if any man had a quarrel against 
any; even as Christ forgave us, so also 
shall we/' If with devout affections we 
remember Him who is spiritually present 
to remind us of the ten thousand talents 
He has forgiven us, we could never depart 
to demand with unyielding rigour, the 
hundred pence from our fellow-servant. 
While contemplating our many and griev- 
ous offences against our heavenly Father ; 
we shall from our hearts forgive every one 
his brother their trespasses against us. 
We can never resolve devoutly to ap- 
proach the altar at which we celebrate our 
redemption from eternal misery, and our 
inheritance of eternal glory, and then be 
compelled to leave our gift before the 
altar, and go our way, because we have 
neglected to be reconciled to our brother. 
And did we thus meet as friends, and love 
as brethren, how different would the world 
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appear ! The weakness of our brethren 
which now exasperates, and the real un- 
kindness which now provokes us, would 
appear of no greater value than they really 
are. Nay, they would even be received 
with thankfulness, as opportunities afforded 
us, which by our meekness may evidence 
to our heavenly Father, that something 
like the same mind is in us which was in 
Christ Jesus; who when "He was reviled, 
reviled not again ; when He suffered. He 
threatened not ; but committed Himself 
to Him that judgeth righteously." 

With all these manifold and great bene- 
fits before Him, who that desires to live 
righteously, soberly, and godly in this pre- 
sent world, shall absent himself from the 
table of his Lord ? God cannot deceive us, 
and He will not mislead us. We may be 
assured that He will never offer to our 
acceptance either that which it is danger- 
ous for us to receive, or safe for us to 
neglect. Our heavenly Father, who knows 
whereof we are made, and pities our infir- 
mities, imposes on us no duty that can 
ever prove a snare. Be it remembered 
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then, that our Saviour instituted this 
memorial of His death and passion, and of 
the benefits whereof we are partakers 
therebjy and that He instituted no other. 
It were impious as well as absurd, there- 
fore, to suppose, that we could either in- 
vent a better, or may disregard this. It 
is incumbent on every Christian, who 
acknowledges Christ His Passover to be 
sacrificed for him, to keep the feast which 
He appointed. ^^Do this," is a positive 
command, admitting neither of misappre- 
hension nor evasion ; nor is he rightly 
called a servant of Christ, who lives in the 
wilful and systematic neglect of this com^- 
mand. Can he more call himself the 
dutiful child of God, who heedlessly omits 
doing what He has commanded, than that 
unhappy child of perdition can, who as 
carelessly does what He has forbidden ? A 
breach of God's commandments is alike 
committed, whether we do that which He 
has said " Thou shalt not do ;" or whether 
we leave undone that which He has said 
" Thou shalt do." 
To " do this," therefore, in remembrance 
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of Christ, is a part of our duty which we 
may not innocently neglect. And that 
this was the feeling of the first Christians, 
who could not have mistaken the design 
of our Lord, we may gather from the con- 
duct of those three thousand primitive 
converts, whom the preaching of the Apo- 
stle Peter had gained. We read of them, 
that ** they continued stedfastly in the 
Apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breaking of bread, and of prayers." Every 
one among them, who had not forfeited by 
his misconduct the privileges he had re- 
ceived in baptism, was held bound to cele- 
brate his Saviour's. death in the eucharistic 
supper,/: which invariably formed part of 
the public worship on the Lord's day. 

And now to remove a barrier which has 
proved a main bihderance to many a timid 
soul, hungering and thirsting after righte- 
ousness, from obeying this injunction of 
our Saviour ; it may be well to offer an 
explanation of one portion of St. Paul's 
writings. " He that eateth and drinketh 
unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation 
to himself," has sounded in the ear, and 
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struck terror, into the heart of many an 
humble and faithful follower of Christ. 
Now while we would urge none to the 
table of the Lord, who go not with the 
most devout and reverential feelings; we 
would as earnestly endeavour that none 
should exclude themselves, through ground- 
less and unprofitable fears. 

In the religious assemblies of the Corin- 
thians, to whom this warning was addressed, 
it was the custom to bring provisions for a 
common meal, some portion of which was 
set apart to be consecrated for the hply 
Sacrament, The design of these ' feasts 
of love,' as they were called, and which 
were alike partaken of by the rich and 
poor, was, to prove Ihat Christians of every 
rank esteemed themselves as one body; 
and to unite the high and low in a bond of 
union, as being alike entitled to the privi- 
leges of Christianity. Having partaken of 
this feast of love, which had been supplied 
out of the superfluities of the rich, and 
relieved the necessities of the poor, the 
sacrament of the Lord's Supper was ad- 
ministered, of which all partook. 



ON THE lord's SUPPER. 89 

This custom, so praiseworthy in itself, 
and which ought to have proved so bene- 
ficial in its effects, soon became most grossly 
abused. The rich, who supplied the feast, 
began to despise the poor, who could con- 
tribute nothing; and at last excluded 
them from its participation. They fared 
sumptuously every day, they indulged in riot 
and excess, and denied the crumbs which 
fell from their table, to their meaner bre- 
thren. Thus, when they met at the Sacra- 
mental Table, " one was hungry and an- 
other was drunken ;" some were inflamed 
with haughty contempt, and others were 
burning with deep resentment. And as in 
this mode of celebration, they could not be 
said to discern the Lord's body, or to do it 
in remembrance of Him ; the Apostle pro- 
nounces, that such unworthiness would 
incur the judgment of God. 

The damnation, however, which he spoke 
of, was not a final and eternal banishment 
from the presence of God, but merely a 
temporal manifestation of His displeasure. 
And even this, was with a view to their 
ultimate acceptance. For, in conclusion, 
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the Apostle says, that when thus judged, 
they were " chastened of the Lord, that 
they should not be condemned with the 
world." 

If then, we go to the Lord's table, 
having a hearty repentance of our sins, a 
steadfast faith in Christ, an earnest desire 
to walk in newness of life, and charity 
towards all mankind ; and then partake of 
a very small portion of the consecrated 
elements, in a devout manner, and with a 
pious heart: no parallel can be drawn 
between the Corinthians and ourselves, 
which should hinder our approach. 

One other cause of absence is an im- 
pression on the minds of some, that wilful 
sin committed after partaking of the holy 
communion, will not be forgiven : and as 
none are exempt from sudden surprises, and 
all are too prone to fall before them ; they 
think their safety is best consulted by not 
exposing themselves to this imaginary 
danger. But there is no ground whatever 
in Scripture for this idea. The first mes- 
sage which our Saviour sent after His re- 
surrection from the dead, was one of love 
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and kindness to the repentant Peter, who 
had fallen into the heinous sin of denying 
his Lord, ahnost immediately after par- 
taking of this rite. And the same mercy 
will be extended to us, if we, too, like 
Peter, having been vanquished by a sudden 
temptation, shall weep bitterly over our 
failings, and repent us of our sins. 

If the plea of unworthiness be urged as 
a motive for absenting ourselves from the 
Holy Communion ; why then do we not 
repent and amend? Be it remembered, 
that he who is unworthy to approach the 
table of the Lord, is equally unworthy to 
approach the presence of the Lord, whether 
in the service of the sanctuary or the 
retirement of the closet. The prayer 
which is offered without sorrow for our 
sins, without the purpose of amendment, 
without charity towards our brethren, and 
without faith in our Saviour, is offered in 
vain. He, therefore, who may worthily 
approach his Maker at all, may approach 
Him in the way which his Saviour has 
appointed: and he that is unworthy to 
participate in the Holy Communion, is un- 
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worthy to participate in any Christian 
ordinance whatever. 

Ye, then, " that do truly and earnestly 
repent you of your sins, and are in love 
and charity with your neighbours, and in- 
tend to lead a new life, following the com- 
mandments of God, and walking from 
henceforth in His holy ways ; draw near 
with faith, and take this holy sacrament to 
your comfort.** Omit no opportunity which 
is offered you of thus strengthening and 
refreshing your souls by the body and 
blood of Christ, which will convey to you 
the means of living well, that, through the 
merits of your Saviour you may live for 
ever. 

Ye who will still persist in turning from 
the Table of the Lord, ask yourselves with 
fear and trembling, whether, if he " who 
despised Moses' law," by a neglect of the 
Passover, " died without mercy," ye will 
not be thought worthy of a much sorer 
punishment, who have trodden under foot 
the Son of God, and counted the blood of 
the covenant an unholy thing. Ask your- 
selves again, if, while you persist in this 
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ivilful disregard, yon can entertain any 
reasonable hope of being hereafter included 
in the everlasting festival of the faithful, 
the marriage supper of the Lamb. And 
may the Lord God Almighty grant, that 
tliese questions may go home into your 
hearts. 
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Luke xv. 10. 

" Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the pre- 
sence of the angels of God, over one sinner that 
repenteth." 

An attentive perusal of the sacred volume 
will produce an effect upon the minds of 
those who read it, as opposite as the cha- 
racter and conduct of the individuals them- 
selves. If a sinner, with a broken and 
contrite spirit, shall seek information from 
this heavenly guide, and loathing his 
former courses, ask in the spirit of humi- 
lity what he must do to be saved ; his 
better feelings will be awakened into ac- 
tion, and his evil courses will be abandoned 
for the sake of those glories which ai*e pro- 
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mised to the returukig prodigal : his soul 
will be filled with pious gratitude for the 
promises that are made him» and soothed 
into an holy calm by the mercy that is 
revealed to him. 

The man of moral worth, whose course 
has been stained by no flagrant sin, but 
whose virtues have arisen from mere na- 
tural impulse, and who has acted without 
a reference to those high and holy motives 
which actuate a Christian, will find the 
calm deceptive halo which encircled him 
dispersed, and the bright beams of revela- 
tion displaying new and better motives of 
action, convincing him that no works will 
find acceptance before the throne of gi-ace 
but such as are done in obedience to the 
will of his heavenly Father, through faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the sanc- 
tifying influence of the Spirit of God. 

If the yet impenitent offender is ever 
led to unfold its pages, he will soon close 
them in dismay and horror, condemned in 
every page he reads, appalled with the 
vengeance it denounces; and wil], per- 
haps be driven to the miserable subterfuge 
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of attempting to disbelieve its truths, and 
of stifling his convictions in the reckless- 
ness of infidelity, without seeking to ex- 
tract the comfort it contains, or laying its 
warnings seriously to heart, and consider- 
ing attentively the righteous dealings of 
the Lord. 

Yet, whatever the circumstances or con- 
dition of the reader may be, if he will but 
continue his search through this storehouse 
of inexhaustible knowledge, he will find, 
that while it encourages those who already 
tread in the paths of virtue, to " continue 
in the faith grounded and settled ;" it also 
invites the sinner to forsake the evil of his 
way, and to taste and see how gracious 
the Lord is. The same Spirit that is pre- 
sent with the sincere Christian, defending 
him from the assaults of the tempter, and 
directing him in his way to heaven ; is also 
present with the sinner, urging him to cast 
off the works of darkness, to put on the 
armour of light, and ready to shield him 
from the assaults of hell. To the righte- 
ous, it is a message of love ; to the care- 
less, a guide to truth ; to the convicted 
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sinner, a scheme of pardon ; to the impe- 
nitent alone, an announcement of woe. 

The harmony subsisting between the 
two component parts, which make up the 
complete and perfect whole — the harmony, 
I mean, between the writings of the Old 
Testament and those of the New — ^is in 
nothing more strikingly manifested, than 
in the frequent and earnest exhortations 
to repentance which abound in each, and 
in its efficacy, through the merits of 
Christ, to procure pardon, as proved by the 
acceptance which followed it. 

Under the Mosaic dispensation, the re- 
pentance of Miriam removed her leprosy ; 
the penitence of David preserved his life ; 
the contrition of Ahab removed from him 
the evil that had been threatened; the 
humiliation of Manasseh restored him to 
his kingdom ; the conversion of the Nine- 
vites preserved their city. The prophets 
proclaimed, "Return thou backsliding Israel, 
saith the Lord, and I will not cause mine 
anger to fall upon you ; for I am merciful, 
saith the Lord, and I will not keep anger 
for ever." "Turn ye unto me, saith the 
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Lord of hosts, and I will turn unto you.'' 
" Cast away from you all your transgres- 
sions, whereby you have transgressed; 
and make you a new heart and a new 
spirit ; for why will you die : for I have 
no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, 
saith the Lord God, wherefore turn your- 
selves, and live ye." " If the wicked will 
turn from all his sins that he hath com- 
mitted, and keep all my statutes, and do 
that which is lawful and right, be shall 
surely live, he shall not die ; all his trans- 
gressions that he hath committed, they 
shall not be mentioned unto him ; in his 
righteousness that he hath done, he shall 
live." " Let the wicked forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
and let him return unto the Lord, and He 
will have mercy upon him ; and to our 
God, for He will abundantly pardon." 

Under the Christian dispensation we find 
the Baptist heralding the Messiah, with a 
call on every one to repent. And when 
the incarnate God quitted the throne of His 
eternal empire, to restore the divine image 
which had been defaced by human folly ; 
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the first theme of His instniction and ex- 
hortation was, that man should repent. 
In the subsequent course of His ministry, 
He declared that there is joy in the pre- 
sence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth ; and at its close, the 
tears of the repentant Peter, procured a 
look of pardon from his injured Lord. 

When the promulgation of the Gospel 
was committed into the hands of the 
Apostles, the necessity of repentance was 
a main feature in their preaching ; and as 
a practical illustration of what they taught, 
its abundant efficacy was asserted, when 
Simon Magus, though in the gall of bitter- 
ness, and in the bond of iniquity, was bid 
to repent of his wickedness, and to pray 
God that the thought of his heart might be 
forgiven him. The conviction and subse- 
quent repentance, which followed the mi- 
raculous vision vouchsafed to Saul, rendered 
him so acceptable to his Saviour whom he 
had persecuted, that he was sent forth 
among the nations of the earth, to bring 
them to the knowledge of the truth ; and 
endued with supernatural powers to collect 
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mankind into one fold, under the care and 
protection of the universal Shepherd. His 
warm and affectionate exhoi^tation to T;he 
converts, who, in' his ab^en^, had tiimed 
aside from the duties, which, in his presence 
he had impressed upon them ; was a cheer- 
ing assurance to those who would subse- 
quently " cease to do evil, and learn to do 
well,*' that there is acceptance with the Most 
High. 

Thus, then, both in the Old and New 
Testament, the simple fact is presented to 
our acceptance, and the Almighty is seen 
extending mercy to the returning sinner. 
One marked distinction, however, between 
the promises made to the Jew and to the 
Christian, can hardly fail to strike us. 
While, in general, the inducement held out 
to the Jew to bring him to a sense of duty, 
was the promise of some temporal blessing, 
or the removal of some temporal calamity ; 
and the punishment with which he was 
threatened, was an infliction of some bodily 
disease, or a banishment from his native 
land ; and while his reward and punishment 
were thus alike confined within the limits 
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of time ; the Christian is excited to return 
from the way of error, and retread the 
paths of peace, by no considerations so light 
as mferely exist \>n earth ; but the eternal 
glories of heaven are his reward, and the 
enduring pangs of hell his punishment. 

But in this there is no just cause of 
surprise. The temporal blessings which 
were promised to the returning Israelite, 
who lived under the Mosaic dispensation 
of types and shadows, only prefigured the 
eternal reward, which should be bestowed 
on the repentant Christian, when the ful- 
ness of time should come. The promises 
of God, although similar, were not to the 
Jew so full and complete as they are to 
the Christian, because the religion which 
he professed, was confined to one people, 
was limited to one age, and was merely in- 
troductory to another, which was to be 
universal and permanent. To the Jew, in 
short, a religion that was to pass away had 
been given ; many of the injunctions which 
were delivered as tests of his obedience, 
were in themselves worthless, and were 
given only in condescension to human 
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weakness, which had ever placed a great 
importance npon the outward parts of 
divine worship, and been addicted to mere 
ritual and external observances. Shadows 
were thus substituted instead of the sub- 
stance; the atonement which vras to 
cleanse from all sin, was typified but not 
completed ; the final and perfect revelation 
to mankind had not been made; all the 
gracious dealings of the Almighty had not 
been manifested ; the fulness of time had 
not come. Yet, still, under each system, 
the unity of mind that dictated both may 
be most clearly traced ; and the building 
that had been commenced at the dawn of 
revelation, was completed in the full splen- 
dour of the Sun of righteousness. 

And now, be it observed that, with the 
fulness of reward promised to the Christito 
is attached another most important feature. 
Repentance from dead works is not limited 
to any particular kind, nor any particular 
degree of guilt. We are not led to believe 
that repentance of some sins will be ac« 
cepted, and of others refused. " When 
the wicked man tumeth away from his 
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wickedness, which he hath committed" — 
whatever the degree, or nature of that 
wickedness may have been — " and doeth 
that which is lawful and right, he shall 
save his soul alive." The great Judge of 
all the earth has placed no limit upon His 
promises, and within no bounds will He 
confine His mercies. Most true it is, that 
the degrees of guilt are great and manifold ; 
but, be it remembered, that all iniquity in 
His sight is hateful. Those, therefore, who 
fondly flatter themselves that their sins are 
neither great nor various, must be cautious 
how in their minds, they exclude for- 
giveness from their more guilty, but, per- 
haps, their weaker brethren, lest judging 
they should themselves be judged; for "God 
seeth not as man seeth." Not willing that 
any should perish, and knowing that, how- 
ever tainted by crime mankind may be, there 
is yet an immortal soul to be saved for the 
enjoyment of everlasting happiness, or lost 
to the endurance of endless woe ; He has 
assured us that, though our sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red as crimson, they shall 
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be as wool;" and in furtherance of the 
divine beneficence, the Saviour came to 
seek and to save that which was lost. The 
magnitude of pa^t transgression, which has 
well-nigh crushed the energies of awakened 
virtue, and so encircled the understanding 
as almost to leave it without the power to 
act; to him, will not hereafter be men- 
tioned before the judgment seat of God, 
who through faith in Christ, and by the 
preventing and assisting influence of the 
Holy Spirit, has by a mighty effort cast oflT 
submission to the powers of darkness, and 
become the faithful and willing subject of 
the kingdom of heaven. Oh \ that man- 
kind were ever wise, that they understood 
this, that they would consider their latter 
end. Oh ! that the alarmed and thickly 
laden sinner, who is driven to despair by 
his acceptance of those tremendous truths, 
which announce destruction from the pre- 
sence of Almighty God to the impenitent 
and wilful, would give an additional im- 
pulse to his faith, and embrace, and hold 
fast the precious promises which are made 
to the returning prodigal ; that he could 
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be brought to feel that his heavenly Father 
is not willing for any to perish, but that all 
should come to repentance ; that His will- 
ingness to forgive and bless is as great as 
His power to condemn and curse ; and that 
it is the salvation of all men, and not the 
destruction of any, which is His aim and 
object Then would pious gratitude, and 
zealous labour after the divine life, take 
the place of impious despair, and reckless 
continuance in the paths of death; the 
beauties of holiness would supplant the 
deformities of vice ; and joy would ascend 
to the angels in heaven^ because a sinner 
had repented. And let him who was once 
** dead in trespasses and sins,'' but is now 
alive to newness of life, and in cheerful- 
ne88 and constancy, is treading in the paths 
which terminate in the realms of bliss ; 
look back upon his former fears, and for- 
ward to his ftiture hopes : and then let him 
say, whether righteousness has not indeed 
" the promise of this life,*' as well as of 
** that which is to come." 

But while we see the blessedness which 
is attached to repentance, and the full 
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acceptance it receives from the hand of 
the Almighty ; we must not content our- 
selves with merely acknowledging its effi- 
cacy, hut inform ourselves, also, of its na- 
ture and requirements, and the signs by 
which it is accompanied. 

Before, however, we come to this point, 
let us pause a moment, to animadvert upon 
a common and prevailing error, which 
would represent one of the signs of re- 
pentance, as the very act itself. It is a 
prevailing notion with some, that a heart- 
felt sorrow for their past transgressions, is 
a sufficient proof of that newness of life, 
which their conscience tells them is re- 
quired. The dying man vnll sometimes 
lay the flattering unction to his soul, that 
the loathing with which he regards his for- 
mer courses is a sufficient earnest, on which 
to found his future hopes ; and he, who, 
through a long life, has lived as without 
God in the world, will die in tranquil peace, 
because his Saviour's name is on his lips, 
and the hatred of sin is in his heart. And 
hard is the duty of those, who are called 
upon to remove the flimsy veil, that dims 
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his perception of the sacred truth. But, 
if sorrow for sin would cleanse the sinner 
— a sorrow, too, which comes but at the 
moment, when the gift of Grod is about to 
be forfeited, and the wages of iniquity to 
be paid — who then but would be saved ? 
Bnt, alas ! to their eternal confusion they 
will find, that sorrow is a passion which will 
haunt them through the ages of eternity, 
and lash their guilty souls to madness, when 
mourning over the glories they have lost, 
and the torments they inherit. Too much 
reason have we to fear, that the sorrow 
which comes so late as to produce no amend- 
ment of the soul, they will be condemned 
to cherish for ever, in common with those 
apostate spirits who ^^ kept not their first 
estate.*' But we have no reason to hope, 
that the gates of heaven will be opened 
by the sighs of expiring guilt, and the 
feeble cry of " Lord, Lord, open unto 
me;' 

The first step towards an acceptable 
repentance is, a deep conviction in the 
soul of the sinner, of the multitude and 
the magnitude of his transgressions. No 
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matter whence this conyiction arises : 
whether from the hearing or the reading of 
God's holy word ; whether from some 
awakening visitation upon himself or 
others ; whether from the advance of 
years, or the lassitude of sickness. There 
the conviction will be : and it will lead 
him to perceive, that he will hereafter be 
held responsible not merely for rectitude 
of conduct, but for purity of mind. His 
awakened faculties will represent to him, 
in all their awful fulness, the startling 
truths, that for every idle word that men 
shall speak, they are to give an account at 
the last day ; that the impure gaze esta* 
blishes the adultery of the heart ; that the 
desire of possessing what is another's, will 
convict us of moral dishonesty in the mind; 
that the mere desire of vengeance will 
lade our souls with the crime of murder in 
the Almighty's eye; that the misunder- 
standing of another's motives, and the mis- 
representation of another's conduct, will 
convict us of bearing false witness against 
our neighbour. 

Then will he begin a stern and search- 



ON REPENTANCE. 109 

ing scrutiny into the days that are gone. 
His thoughts, his words, his wishes, his 
desires, his actions, his omissions, will all 
piass in review before him. His search 
will be so keen, and his judgment so im- 
partial, that no sin will escape without 
notice, nor pass without censure. And 
then will follow his deep abasement before 
God, and his self-abhorrence in his own 
eyes. The truth, the appalling truth, of 
his lost and ruined state, will rush into his 
mind, and fill his soul with sorrow. But 
it will be a godly sorrow ; a sorrow, not as 
of those who have no hope, but one that 
will lead him to inquire, what most has 
withheld him from his duty, and inclined 
him to evil. 

And when he has so analysed the tem- 
per of his mind, and the habits of his life, 
as to acquire that most difiicult of all in- 
formation, a knowledge of himself; he 
will diligently crush every thought, avoid 
every circumstance, and turn aside from 
every scene that may tempt him into error. 
Active benevolence will rise upon the ruins 
of selfish indulgence ; universal charity 
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will clear the vision of the jaundiced eye ; 
the works of iniquity and sin be exchanged 
for those of virtue and holiness ; the ser- 
vitude of Satan for the freedom which is 
in Christ Jesus ; and the miseries of fear» 
for the happiness of hope. Watchfulness 
will preserve him from " presumptuous 
sins," and fervent prayer will cleanse him 
from his " secret faults." And thus the 
old man being cast off, the new man put 
on, and the paths of sin forsaken for the 
paths of virtue, the end of that man will 
be blessed. 

One word, however, in conclusion, lest 
from what has been said, we mistake the 
real cause of our final happiness. True it 
is, that from the conciseness of Scripture 
we may be led to think, that repentance 
itself is the meritorious cause of our future 
glory ; and that to our own works and 
deservings this reward is due. But good 
works in themselves are not meritorious ; 
and are alone essentially necessary to sal- 
vation, as being the evidences of a sound 
and saving faith. For after we have done 
all, we are unprofitable servants. The 
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careless abuse of to-day, cannot be oblite- 
rated by the active virtue of to-morrow ; 
nor the pious exertions of our future life, 
conceara single stain that has defiled the 
soul. The immortal spirit must be re- 
newed by a purer sacrifice than the cru- 
cifixion of a carnal lust, or the desertion of 
an earthly pleasure ; and thus the eternal 
God was clad in mortal flesh, to regain for 
man the image he had lost. The obedience 
of Christ was worthless to procure for Him 
the glories which were His own by right ; 
but it was submitted to for their sakes, 
who should cast off the works of darkness, 
and/ j)ut on the armour of light ; that their 
sins being washed away in the blood of 
their Redeemer, they might present His 
obedienGe for their acceptance with God. 
Still must we prove the sincerity of our 
faith by the constancy of our obedience ; 
and " labour to make our calling and elec- 
tion sure," for " without holiness, no man 
shall see the Lord." Thus, and thus only, 
can we pluck the sting from death, and 
rob the grave of victory. 
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Roif ANS ix. 20, 21 . 

" Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against 
God? Shall the thing formed say to Him that 
formed it, Why hast Thou made me thus ? Hath 
not the potter power over the clay, of the same 
lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another 
unto dishonour?" 

It is one of the fundamental doctrines of 
the Churchy that ^^ it is not lawful for it to 
ordain any thing contrary to God's word 
written, neither may it so expound one 
place of Scripture that it be repugnant to 
another." The wisdom of this restriction 
will be evident when we consider, that 
although the various parts of the sacred 
volume were indited by the hand of man, 
and appear before us as the compositions 
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of those whose names they bear; yet, 
being in truth the word of God, and ema- 
nating from that eternal Being, with whom 
is no variableness, neither shadow of turn- 
ing, they must partake of His immutability, 
and be exempt from the wanderings of 
human error. There cannot but exist 
throughout, the most perfect harmony be- 
tween its component passages; no one 
text can, if rightly interpreted, be made 
to contradict another ; but all its doctrines 
must be in perfect uniformity, and all its 
precepts of equal usefulness. 

These facts must necessarily be borne 
in view, if we would arrive at truth when 
studying passages which at first sight ap- 
pear obscure and difficult ; and such atten- 
tion must be given to the circumstances 
under which they were written, both as 
relates to the Apostle writing, and the 
Church to which he wrote ; as may enable 
us to understand his reasoning without 
disturbing truths which are elsewhere 
taught. But if forgetting these essential 
rules we wrest a passage from its context, 
and then unite it with others to which it 
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bears not the slightest allusion ; we may, 
indeed, fabricate a doctrine of our own, 
but we shall noTor acquire the doctrine of 
God. 

These observations applj with peculiar 
force to the words before us, upon which 
the most revolting doctrine has been based. 
They have been adduced to prove, that an 
absolute decree of the Almighty deter* 
mines the everlasting doom of man, from 
which it is impossible for him to escape ; 
that his eternal condition in another world 
is predetermined before his entrance upon 
this ; that the Almighty Artificer has 
formed His vessels, some for eternal glory, 
and others for eternal shame. This fright- 
ful belief, however, is at total variance 
with the general tenor of Scripture, as I 
shall endeavour, in a few instances, to 
show, before I seek to explain the train of 
St. Paul's reasoning in the words of the 
text. 

Let us pause, however, for a moment, 
before we compare this fearful doctrine 
with some of the plainest and most impor* 
tant passages of Scripture, to make a brief 
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observation on that sentence of St. Paul 
to Timothj, in which he tells him, that 
** all Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness." Now, if our condition in 
a future world were absolutely and irre- 
versibly decreed ; so far from Scripture 
being profitable for doctrine, all doctrine 
would be mockery to those whose fate con- 
demned them to eternal woe ; and it would 
be equally useless to them, by whom the 
joys of heaven could not be forfeited. No 
need either would there be of reproof or 
correction to those passive victims, whose 
capacities had been given them for a pre- 
conceived purpose, and whose future state 
was unalterably fixed, without any refer- 
ence to their own will. And so far from 
its being profitable for instruction in 
righteousness, it would be destructive of 
every holy and pious effort that man might 
make to procure the favour of his God ; 
and send forth over a deluged world, a 
flood of unholy and rebellious lusts, which 
even the strong hope of future reward. 
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and the bitter fear of future punishment, 
cannot always restrain within their ap- 
pointed bounds. 

To return now more immediately to our 
subject. In the same Epistle which con- 
tains the text these words are written : — 
" As by the offence of one, judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation ; even so 
by the righteousness of one, the free gift 
came upon all men unto justification of 
life :*' " Where sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound ; that as sin hath 
reigned unto death, even so might grace 
reign through righteousness unto eternal 
life by Jesus Christ our Lord." Now these 
words will bear but one interpretation. 
They can only be so explained as to con- 
vey to us the cheering truth that. As by 
the offence of Adam judgment came upon 
all men ; even so by the righteousness of 
Christ, the free gift of eternal life is offered 
to all men. They clearly prove, that the 
mercy of God, in the redemption of man 
through Christ, is co-extensive with His 
justice in the condemnation of man through 
Adam; that while all by nature are the 
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children of wrath; yet to all, through 
grace, is now offered the free gift unto 
justification of life. 

There is a remarkable passage, as con- 
nected with this subject, in St. Paul's first 
Epistle to the Thessalonians. In order 
that they might become partakers of the 
benefit of Christ's redemption, he is urging 
them to comply with the terms on which 
it was offered ; and in the midst of his 
exhortation introduces this striking and 
encouraging argument : " For God hath 
not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain 
salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, 
we should live together with Him." Now, 
we are not to suppose that the converts, to 
whom St. Paul addressed his epistles, were 
all finally saved ; or, that although once in 
a state of salvation, that some did not fall 
away from grace given; for we know the 
contrary to have been the fact. When, 
therefore, he tells the Thessalonians that 
they were appointed to obtain salvation 
by our Lord Jesus Christ, he establishes 
this most important doctrine, That by the 
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appearance of our Saviour in the flesh, and 
by the propagation of the Christian faith, 
God has appointed all men unto eternal 
life to whom the glad tidings of the Gospel 
are preached. But while every Christian 
is thus elect in Christ, and appointed to 
be an heir of eternal glory, yet may he 
forfeit this inestimable privilege, by his 
obstinate refusal, like the Jews of old, who 
would not come to Christ that they might 
have life. This doctrine was put in a clear 
light by St. Peter, when he exhorted his 
brethren to diligence, in order to " make 
their calling and election sure ;" by which 
he conveyed to them the warning fact, that 
though they were elect by their admission 
into the Christian covenant, yet would they 
never enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
without evidencing in their lives that 
purity of conduct, which the faith of 
Christ was intended to produce ; that the 
means of grace were freely offered, though 
they were still at liberty to choose the evil, 
and refuse the good. 

I shall quote one more passage from 
another of the inspired penmen, which 
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would of itself convince me, that the re- 
demption eflTected by our Saviour is univer- 
sal, embracing all those who have lived in 
ages past, and extending to all those, who 
shall live in ages yet to come. St. John 
says — " If any man sin, we have an Advo- 
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous ; and He is the propitiation for 
our sins ; and not for our's only, but also 
for the sins of the whole world." Here, 
that no misapprehension might arise in the 
minds of those, into whose hands this 
epistle might subsequently fall, St. John 
assures us that^ not only to the Christians 
he was then addressing, but, to all the in- 
habitants of the earth, was the atonement 
of Christ available : — that as we are equally 
the children of one common Father, so do 
we equally share in His parental love ; for 
He is " unwilling that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance." 

These passages have been quoted, not 
as isolated texts, which convey a doctrine 
not elsewhere taught; but because they 
epitomise in the plainest language, and with 
the most comprehensive clearness, that 
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doctrine which pervades the whole volume 
of inspiration. They admit of but one 
interpretation ; they relate solely to our 
glorious privileges as Christians ; they have 
reference only to futurity. Now, can any 
harmony be said to exist throughout the 
writings of the sacred Scriptures, if they 
elsewhere teach that some men are unal- 
terably and eternally condemned to per- 
dition ? And again, should we conceive at 
first sight, that any passage gives counte- 
nance to such a belief; is it not our duty, 
most earnestly and diligently to seek the 
true meaning of such passage, by ascertain- 
ing the design of the writer, and the scope 
he proposes to himself? for if upon com- 
paring one passage of Scripture with ano- 
ther, they are found to contain contradic- 
tory doctrines, our dependance on such 
unsteady records must at once cease, and 
the word of God become of none effect. 

I am well aware that it is not enough to 
say, the words before us are at variance 
with other parts of Scripture, if the doc- 
trine they have been adduced to prove be 
true, and that therefore, such doctrine 
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must be false, because iu such a case, it 
would still be doubtful on which side the 
error lay ; but I hope to be able to show 
that they harmonize in the minutest points, 
with those clear and oft-recurring precepts, 
which neither logic^al ingenuity, nor en- 
thusiastic fanaticism, can divert from their 
plain and obyious import ; and are so far 
from limiting the mercy of God, in the 
salvation of man, that they, and the chap- 
ter from which they are taken, tend to 
strengthen the doctrine of universal re- 
demption. In order to do this, we must 
go back to the period in which they were 
written. 

In the apostolic age of the Christian 
Church, an earnest controversy arose be- 
tween the Jewish converts and their in- 
spired teachers, upon the right of the Gen- 
tiles to be admitted into the New Covenant, 
without conforming to the law of Moses. 
They acknowledged indeed, that the Church 
of Godwas no longer to be confined to the 
chosen race, and that all the nations of the 
earth were to be united into one fold, 
^nder one Shepherd. But so long had they 
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been in the habit of considering, and so 
deeply rooted were they in the belief, that 
no man could be saved out of the pale of 
their own Church ; that they every virhere 
taught the Gentiles — ** Except ye be cir- 
cumcised after the manner of Moses, ye 
cannot be saved." Interpreting " the i^ed 
of Abraham in v^hom all the nations of the 
earth should be blessed," not as relating 
personally to the man of sorrows, by whose 
stripes we are healed; but as belonging 
collectively to the mighty people, who were 
descended from this father of the faithful ; 
they thence deduced the erroneous doc- 
trine, that the Mosaic law, and the Jewish 
Church, were the only channels throi^h 
which we could advance to die blessings 
and privileges of the Gospel ; that the de^ 
spised and neglected Gentile, therefore, 
must yet become a proselyte to the anci^it 
faith, before he could partake of the bene- 
fits of the new ; and must undergo that 
circumcision which is outward in the flesh, 
before he could receive the circumcision of 
the heart. 

Against this doctrine^ so generally urged. 
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and so almost, for a time, uniyersally re- 
ceived; the Apostle maintained the freedom 
of the Gentile from the law of Moses in 
all its parts, and clearly and distinctly 
taught, that the Gospel alone was the 
power of God unto salvation. The agita* 
tion of this controversy in the imperial city, 
was a main cause of the Apostle Paul's 
addressing the Roman converts in the 
epistle before us ; and in the chapter from 
which the text is taken, he proceeds to 
shew, that no injustice will be done to the 
Jewish people, if the same will which had 
selected them from the nations, to be the 
depositaries of truth, should no longer con- 
fine these privileges to them, but admit the 
Gentiles to an equal share of mercy and 
goodness. 

Reasoning with them upon the erroneous 
notion, that the seed of Abraham were 
they to whom the promises were made, he 
reminds them that they are not all children 
which are the seed of Abraham, because 
Ishmael was his child as well as Isaac, 
although he alone was the progenitor of 
the chosen race. He then goes on to 
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assert, that the mere children of the flesh, 
are not the children of God ; for then the 
descendants of Ishmael would have been 
equal in privileges with the descendants of 
Isaac ; but that the children of the promise 
were counted for the seed. 

Having thus shown that by mere favour 
Isaac was chosen of God in preference to 
Ishmael ; he follows up his reasoning by 
further reminding them, that Jacob the 
younger brother had this honour conferred 
upon him before his birth, in preference to 
his elder brother Esau. As, therefore, the 
descendants of Jacob were chosen of Grod 
by mere favour, to be His peculiar people, 
for a certain time, and for certain purposes ; 
God might, without any injustice to the 
Jews, freely admit the Gentiles also into His 
Church when that time should be com- 
pleted, and those purposes fulfilled. If the 
mere will, and voluntary choice of the 
Almighty, had selected the children of the 
younger son Jacob, to be the depositaries 
of His will, to the exclusion of the posterity 
of the elder son Esau ; what injustice could 
there be, in the Gentile nations being freely 
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made partakers of Grod's favour, whenever 
He might be pleased to extend it to them ^ 
more especially, as the chosen seed had, by 
their iniquities, proved themselves unworthy 
of their peculiar privileges. 

This statement being made, the Apostle 
pauses to enquire, if therefore there is 
unrighteousness with God ; and then 
answers the question with the words of 
the Almighty Himself, " I will have mercy 
(m whom I will have mercy, and I will 
have compassion on whom I will have com- 
passion" — ^my own omniscience can alone 
determine, or my own free will alone 
select, the proper objects to further my 
designs. ^^ So then it is not of him that 
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of 
God that showeth mercy" — so then it was 
neither of Isaac, who wished to confer 
these privileges on his first-born Esau ; 
nor of Esau, who ran for food to strengthen 
his father for the fulfilment of his desires ; 
but of God, who selected Jacob as His 
chosen instrument. And this will of 
Jehovah in bestowing national favours, or 
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withholding national chastisements, St. 
Paul further illustrates by the case of 
Pharaoh, who had become hardened by 
God's pati^it endurance of his wickedness. 
And then he concludes his reasoning by 
quoting the words which the Almighty had 
used, when proving to the prophet Jere- 
miah his sovereignty in the dii^sal of 
nations — " Hath not the potter power over 
the clay, of the same lump to make one 
vessel unto honour, and another unto dis- 
honour ?** 

The subject then, which occupied the 
Apostle's mind when writing his Epistle to 
the Romans, was not the personal and eter- 
nal salvation, or reprobati<m of individuals ; 
but the national and temporal selection of 
one particular people, to preserve without 
alloy the remembrance of the true God, 
and the existence of a pure faith. This 
purpose having been completed, and a more 
full and perfect revelation made, all na^ 
tions, and kindred, and people, might now 
approach the universal Parent; a distinction 
no longer existing between the Jew and 
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the Greek. The Mosaic rite of circum- 
ci&ion was superseded by the Christian rite 
of baptism ; the feast of the Passover had 
given place to the Eucharist supper, and 
the law of Moses to the faith of Christ. 
The burdensome ritual which had so long 
existed was no longer necessary to be en- 
dured in order to approach acceptably to 
God ; but the time had come for the com- 
plete fulfilment of the Messiah's parable, 
which foretold that the wickedness of the 
husbandmen would bring down upon them 
their own destruction, and that their vine- 
yard would be given to others. " As he saith 
also in Osee, I will call them my people, 
which were not my people ; and her beloved, 
which was not beloved ; and it shall come 
to pass, that in the place where it was said 
unto them. Ye are not my people ; there 
shall they be called the children of the 
living God.'' 

Such is the interpretation of St. Paul's 
argument, and thus it minutely harmonizes 
with the whole tenour of Scripture, and at 
once removes from the written word, the 
main ground which the doctrine of abso- 
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lote, final, and unconditional reprobation 
has to rest upon ^ With an awful sense, 

* Among the many who refine their assent to the 
revolting doctrine of absolute and unconditional elec- 
tion or reprobation hereafter, there are yet some — 
(unable in their own minds to reconcile the free- 
agency of man with the foreknowledge of God) — 
to whom the following extract from " Woollaston's 
Religion of Nature" may be useful, as at once remov- 
ing the difficulty : 

" There is indeed a common prejudice against the 
prescience (as it is usually called) of Grod ; which 
suggests that if God foreknows things. He foreknows 
them in&llibly or certainly ; and if so, then they are 
certain ; and if certain, then they are no longer 
matter of freedom. And thus prescience and freedom 
are inconsistent. But sure the nature of a thing is 
not changed by being known, or known beforehand ; 
for if it is known truly, it is known to be what it is ; 
and therefore is not altered by this. The truth is, 
God foresees, or rather sees the actions of free agents, 
because they will he ; not that they will be, because 
"Rt foresees them. If I see an object in a certain 
place, the veracity of my faculties supposed, it is 
certain that object is there ; but yet it cannot be said, 
it is there because I see it there, or that my seeing it 
there is the cause of its being tbere ; but because it 
is there, therefore I see it there. It is the object 
that determines my sensation ; and so in the other 
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however, of our own weakness, and a pro- 
found humility in our own reason, I would 
not be guilty of what I cannot but conceive 

case, it is a future choice of the free agent, that de- 
termines the prescience which yet may be infallibly 
true. 

" Let us put these two contradictory propositions. 
B. (some particular man) will go to Church next 
Sunday f and B. will not go to Church next Sunday ; 
and let us suppose with all, that B. is free, and 
that his going or not going depends merely upon 
his own will. In this case he may indeed do either, 
but yet he can do but one of these two things, 
either go^ or not go; and one he must do. One 
of these propositions therefore is now true; but 
yet it is not the truth of that proposition, which 
forces him to do what is contained in it ; on the 
contrary, the truth of the proposition arises from 
what he shall choose to do. And if that truth 
doth not force him, the forekowledge of that truth 
will not. We may sure suppose B. himself to 
know certainly beforehand, which of the too he will 
choose to do, whether to go to Church or not (I 
mean so far as it depends upon his choice only); 
and if so, then here is B.'s own foreknowledge con- 
sistent with his freedom ; and if we can but further 
suppose God to know as much in this respect as B. 
does, there will be Qod* a foreknowledge consistent 
with B.'sfreedom,*' 

o5 
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gross impiety, in attempting to prove by 
abstract reasoning, that in order to pre* 
serve an harmonious equipoise between the 
various attributes of Almighty God — an 
harmony, be it remembered, that must arise 
out of our own pre-conceived and self-con- 
stituted opinions of right and wrong — He 
is unable to will or to do what may appear 
extravagant or unjust to us ; for no finite 
mind can grasp the counsels or penetrate 
the designs of the self-existent and eternal 
God ; but taking the only sure guide which 
has been given to direct our judgment, I 
am unable to perceive, that Scripture gives 
any warrant for the horrible idea, that life 
and consciousness were ever called into 
existence for the mere purpose of enduring 
woe. Leaving, then, all those abstruse 
speculations which can lead to nothing but 
presumption on the one hand, or despair 
upon the other ; let us inform ourselves of 
the revealed word of God, and by that, and 
that alone, direct our steps and rule our 
hearts, assured with holy David, that " the 
Lord is loving unto every man, and His 
tender mercies are over all His works." 



SERMON VIII. 



SALVATION BY GRACE. 



Ephesians, ii. 8, 9. 

*' For by grace are ye saved through faith ; and that 
not of yourselves ; it is the gift of God, not of 
works, lest any man should boast.*' 

With no reflections can our mind be so 
poi^erfully influenced, as when directed, 
steadily and earnestly, to contemplate on 
the being and attributes of the Almighty. 
We are then led on by thoughts, far higher 
•and more sublime than any which the pre- 
sent scene of things can excite ; and be^ 
come conversant with majesty and know- 
ledge^ which emphatically lead us to feel, 
that " the wisdom of this world is" indeed 
." foolishness with God." 

g6 
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Yet widely different will be the senti- 
ments which His yarioas perfections will 
create. While some are calculated to cheer 
our minds, and elevate us with an humble 
hope of mercy ; there are others which will 
weigh down our souls to the ground, and 
cause an horrible dread to overwhelm us. 

In the silent and solemn hour of medi- 
tation, when the cares, and the joys, and 
the seductions of the world, are for a time 
banished; and the mind, abstracted from 
earthly subjects, is allowed to fix its powers 
on the nature of a self-existent and eternal 
Being, whose beginning never was, nor end 
shall be ; our hallowed and pious feelings 
will be lost in amazement ; and the words 
of David will not only be i^ronounced, but 
rush with depressing force into our minds, 
'* Lord, what is man that thou art mindful 
of him?" 

When we remember, that His omnisci- 
ence implies a wisdom which extends to 
the knowledge of all things, past, present, 
and to come ; to the actions of every man, 
in every nation ; and to the thoughts and 
wishes of every mind, that ever lived or 
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shall live ; such wisdom will excite within 
us the strongest sensations of adoration and 
astonishment. 

The omnipotence, which enables Him to 
punish all transgression, and to furnish the 
soul with a life-preserving property, that 
may fit it for the endurance of endless woe ; 
will bow us to the earth, as creatures of His 
will, and make us tremble before a power 
which we can neither resist nor avoid. 

His inflexible justice, which will in no 
wise clear the guilty, will fill us with 
horror at the remembrance of our past 
transgressions, and make us fear lest the 
hours which are yet to come, may prove 
but the echo of those that have been ; but 
can never cheer us with one ray of hope, 
that the actions of our past life, or the 
exertions of our future days will ever en- 
title us to the favour of that Being, who 
is of " purer eyes than to behold iniquity." 

And when appalled, and humbled, and 
oppressed with thoughts like these, with 
what gratitude and joy do we extract from 
the well-spring of life, an assurance such 
as this : — " By grace are ye saved through 
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faith ; and that not of yourselves ; it is the 
gift of God, not of works, lest any man 
should boast." 

But while it is calculated to convey to 
us emotions of gratitude and thankfal*- 
ness, too deep to find expression in human 
utterance ; our joy must be selfish indeed^ 
if it be not checked and chastened with 
the remembrance, that this very sentence, 
soothing and consoUng as it may be to us. 
has been so interpreted by many of our 
brethren who are unlearned or unstable, as 
to make us tremble lest they have fallen 
into the error which St. Peter notices, and 
wrested this, as they do also the other 
Scriptures, to their own destruction. 

Apart from all other considerations, 
the simple misapprehension of the term 
" grace" has been a fruitful source of 
religious error, and spiritual delusion. This 
term has been used to convey, so much 
more than in truth it does convey, that its 
simple meaning is lost sight of, and its real 
import in many instances forgotten, and in 
yet more unknown. Grace is that dispo- 
sition of the Almighty, which confers hap- 
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piness where it is not merited ; and is, in 

feet, only another term for " mercy" or 

" fevour." Yet, many who would not 

doubt our meaning, if we said, that it was 

by the yawwr of God, that our daily food 

was oondueive to our support ; or by His 

mennfy that the blood of the Redeemer was 

available to our salvation, would look for 

some hidden and mysterious agency, if told 

it was accomplished by His grwce. And, 

thus, while a rank and poisonous weed has 

disfigured the beauty of the Almighty's 

vineyard, it has prepared the soil to receive 

a mighty tree of error, whose roots strike 

deeply into the consecrated ground, and 

whose branches darken, by their baneful 

shade, an alarming portion of the hallowed 

spot. . Error progressively advancing has 

at length reached the fearful and impious 

climax of declaring, that faith is a gift of 

God, not vouchsafed to :ill upon whom the 

bright beams of the Gospel shine, but only to 

a favoured few, who are thence enabled to 

lay hold on Christ, while the rest of their 

brethren are left to perish. The belief of 

such a doctrine has had the most fearful 
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effects upon its votaries ; for^ on the one 
hand, persuading themselves that they 
have already received this gift, they are 
carried beyond the bounds of reason by 
the flights of enthusiasm ; or, on the other, 
failing to experience certain inward feel- 
ings, which they assert are essential to 
assure them of this gift of Grod, but which 
Scripture nowhere promises, and which 
they cannot themselves describe ; they rush 
into the opposite extreme, and believing 
themselves the ' outcasts of heaven are 
driven by the feeling of despair Mnto 
wretchlessness of most unclean living.* 

The words before us have been perverted 
to maintain this fearful doctrine ; and thus 
an endeavour to show the real meaning of 
St. Paul, when he told the Ephesians, " By 
grace are ye saved, through faith ; and that 
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God ; not 
of works, lest any man should boast f will 
not, perhaps, be either an unprofitable or 
an uninteresting employment of our pre- 
sent time.^ 

In doing this, we shall necessarily be 
carried back to the period in wliich St. 
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Paul tells the Ephesians, that they were 
'^ dead in trespasses and sins ;" dead in the 
commission of sins, the result of ignorance; 
as well as of those more heinous faults, 
which the light of nature might make 
manifest ; to that period, when the whole 
world lay sunk in darkness so dense, that 
no light less brilliant than the Gospel 
could pierce it. While in this state, he 
forces upon their minds the utter impossi- 
bility of their so far gaining the fevour and 
approbation of God, as either from their 
own deserts, of which they had none, or 
from His well-founded love which they 
had forfeited, might induce Him to dis- 
perse the one, or forgive the other. He 
tells them, that they walked "according 
to the course of this world ;" according to 
that "spirit which now worketh in the 
children of disobedience ;" and according 
"to the lusts of the flesh, fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh and of their minds ;" 
that the mighty interests of the world to 
come had no hold upon their minds or 
their afiections ; that their actions were 
under the guidance of that rebellious 
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spirit who first brought death and sin into 
the world ; that the gratification of their 
grovelling passions was the mainspring of 
their conduct; that they were "earthly, 
sensual, devilish." 

Having thus impressed them with their 
utter unfitness to look for mercy at the 
hand of justice, or forgiveness from the 
God of purity ; he puts the salvation, which 
had been offered to them through Christ 
Jesus, in its true light, by styling it the 
" grace of God." For, says he, " by grace 
are ye saved through faith ; and that not 
of yourselves, it is the gift of God ; not of 
works, lest any man should boast." In 
other words, "by" the free and unmerited 
"grace" of God, "ye are saved" front eter- 
nal death, by embracing and holding £EL8t 
the "faith" of Christ crucified as an atone- 
ment for your sUip ; and this faith is " not 
of yourselves," for ye could never have 
comprehended the glorious scheme, nor 
have ever walked according to its sacred 
precepts, had not the Lord Jesus Christ 
revealed it. And thus it becomes indeed 
,"the gift of God" through His only- 
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begotten Son; for ye neither did, nor 
could contribute any thing towards His 
coming. Nor imagine that it was the 
result ^^ of works" that ye had done, nor as 
a reward of your previous righteousness ; 
since, before His advent, ye were dead in 
trespasses and sins, and your former life 
o&red no inducements for Him to come 
among you. And thus let no "man boast" 
that this salvation came of his works, l^it 
ascribe all to the unmerited grace of Jeho- 
vah ; humble, therefore, yourselves in the 
sight of God, and praise and magnify His 
glorious name. 

Such was the line of reasoning adopted 
by St. Paul, for the comfort and conviction 
of his Ephesian Converts ; and such the 
reasoning that has since remained, as a 
tower of hope and consolation for every 
Christian in succeeding ages. The same 
v(dume that has revealed to us our Crea- 
tor, our Redeemer, and our Sanctifier ; has 
also acquainted us with the real dignity of 
man, by pointing to the unutterable and 
exhaustless joys, for which he is destined 
in a future state. And, although it humr 
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bles him bj declaring that every sin must 
bear its panishment from the hand of jus- 
tice ; and then declares, that there is no 
man living who sinneth not, none that 
doeth good — ^no, not one: and, further, 
from the tempestuous raging of his impure 
passions, and the stormy tumult of his 
carnal appetites, which toss him to and fro 
in his unsteady voyage over the ocean of 
life, he feels too surely within himself, that 
these declarations of Scripture are, alas ! 
assuredly true : yet he is not left comfort- 
less by the unerring word. It again as- 
sures him, that the reaching these eternal, 
joys depends not solely on his own exer- 
tions, which if sometimes earnest in the 
cause of virtue, are more frequently found 
in the way of sin ; not on his own will and 
affections, which if sometimes elevated into 
pious fervour are more frequently de- 
pressed by grovelling and earthly desire, 
and whose progress in carnal uncleanness 
could never end in spiritual purity; it 
assures him, that not on these fragile and 
unstable props are supported his hopes of 
eternal happiness ; but, that it is the care. 
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the especial and the constant care, of that 
glorious and eternal Being who willeth not 
the death of a sinner, whose mercy is co- 
equal with His power, with whom is no 
variableness neither shadow of turning, but 
who, the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever, has once interposed to save us from 
ruin, and ever since supported us with His 
holy aid. It assures him, that by the grace 
of God, through faith in Christ, and by 
the sanctifying influence of the -Holy 
Spirit, '* though our sins be as scarlet, they 
may be as white as snow ; though they be 
red like crimson, they may be as wool." 
Well, then, with the Ethiopian eunuch, 
may he go on his way rejoicing, knowing 
that "He is faithful who has promised." 
Well may the tide of joy rush with glad- 
ness through his breast, and his lips burst 
forth in the language of inspiration, 
"Blessed be the Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, long-suflering, 
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping 
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, 
trangression, and sin." 
But here we must be extremely cau- 
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tiouB, lest we fall into another most &tal 
and soul-destroying error, which perverse 
minds have drawn from this benign doc-^ 
trine of Christianity, in asserting that the 
freedom of God's grace in Christ takes off* 
the necessity of man's obedience. Grod 
forbid that our creed should ever lead us 
to hold the impious belief of our liberty 
to " continue in sin" because " grace 
abounds !" Ill, indeed, shall we understand 
what grace really is, if we see it not dis- 
played by the condescension of the Al- 
mighty in revealing to us what actually is 
sin ; not that He may pardon its careless 
and wilful commission, but that we may 
avoid committing it. Grovelling and im- 
perfect notions will be ours if we confess 
not, that although we were sometime 
alienated, and enemies in our mind by 
wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled 
us in the body of His flesh through death, 
to present us holy, and unblameable, and 
unreproveable in His sight, by our continu- 
ing " in the faith grounded and settled," 
Miserably shall we have learned the grace 
of God in Christ, if the knowledge of it 
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Strengthen us not to put off concerning 
the former conyersation the old man, which 
is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 
and be renewed in the spirit of our mind, 
and that we put on the new man, which 
after Grod is created in righteousness and 
true holiness. 

The same Scriptures that represent us 
as called and elected, through the grace of 
God, to an inheritance incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not awaj, re- 
served for us in the heavens ; urge on us 
the paramount necessity of making that 
calling and election sure, by adding to our 
" faith, virtue ; and to virtue, knowledge ; 
and to knowledge, temperance; and to 
temperance, patience ; and to patience, 
godliness ; and to godliness, brotherly 
kindness ; and to brotherly kindness, cha- 
rity :" for unless these things be in us, and 
abound, we shall be barren and unfruitful 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
However we may comfort ourselves with 
the pleasing contemplations arising from 
the knowledge of Jehovah's grace; we 
must yet remember, that His mercy is an 
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enemj to sin, as well as His justice, and 
was revealed to us, not to strengthen our 
impenitence, but to confirm us in our re- 
pentance ; not to harden our hearts in the 
way of sin, but to point out to us the use 
of quitting it. We are assured, that they 
who despise the riches of His goodness, 
and turn the grace of God into lascivious- 
ness, do but treasure up for themselves 
wrath against the day of wrath, and the 
revelation of the righteous judgment of 
Grod. This, then, is the lesson, the only 
true and scriptural lesson we can learn 
from this sublime attribute of the Al* 
mighty; a lesson, which God grant may 
be impressed upon our hearts, and exem- 
plified in our lives : " Let the wicked for- 
sake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts ; and let him return unto the 
Lord, and He will have mercy upon him ; 
and to our God, for He will abundantly 
pardon." 

But then this is a sentence of mighty 
import. It extends through the thoughts 
of the mind, the afiections of the heart, 
the words of the mouth, the deeds of the 
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body* It implies a thorough change, not 
merely of sinful habits, but of sinful wishes. 
That the grace of God may not be offered 
in yain, the wicked must not only forsake 
his way, but the unrighteous man must 
change his thoughts. It is, in one sense, 
a death unto sin, a new birth unto righte- 
ousness. It is taking Christ Jesus for our 
pattern, as well as trusting to Him as our 
Redeemer. While acknowledging with 
holy transport the gracious dealings of the 
Almighty in our behalf ; it is still confess- 
ing on our parts, that " without holiness 
no man shall see the Lord." 

But this is a heavy load of duty that is 
thus imposed upon us. Placed in a world 
so beset with temptation and trial, that the 
Scriptures compare our journey through it 
to a warfare ; we are yet required to avoid 
the evil, and choose the good. It is not 
enough that our enemy be valiantly en- 
gaged, he must also be successfully op- 
posed. He must be watched with vigilance, 
opposed with firmness, and overcome with 
constancy. Otherwise, the grace of God 
will not eradicate the sin of man. It was 

H 
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to purify a "peculiar people zealous of 
good works," that was one cause of the 
Saviour's quitting the mansions of His 
eternal glory to dwell among us ; and un- 
less we embrace the message that was de- 
liveredy and conform to the terms on which 
it was offered, we shall hereafter find to 
our eternal confusion, that although the 
meritorious works of man could not pro- 
duce the grace of God ; yet, that that grace 
once offered will not avail us, unless the 
faith it introduced be evidenced by our 
works — those good works, commanded in 
every page of the glorious Gospel of His 
eternal Sou ! 



SERMON IX. 



ON PRAYER. 



Psalm cxlv. 18) 19. 

** The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon 
Him, to all that call upon Him in truth : He will 
fulfil the desire of them that fear Him ; He also 
will hear their cry, and will save them." 

The mind of man in its present imperfect 
state, is utterly powerless of forming ideas 
in any degree commensurate with the 
majesty and purity of the eternal God. 
Amazed it will be, and confounded it must 
be, when contemplating that awful Being 
whose word alone gave brilliancy to the 
vault of heaven ; caused order to arise out 
of confusion upon earth ; animated dust 
with the breath of life ; and now governs 
an universe by the fiat of His vdll. 

h2 
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Immeasurably great will be the distance 
which the mere power of God thus places 
between the Creator and His creature. 
And when not only the greatness of His 
might, but the purity of His divine nature 
is also thought on; that no stain of guilt 
can approach His spotless purity, and that 
every work and worker of iniquity is hate- 
fiil in His sight ; still wider will the gulph 
appear which separates eternal holiness 
from human frailty. 

And if in his meditations he stays not 
here, but passing from the majesty and 
holiness of the great Jehovah, pauses to 
reflect on the weakness and impurity of 
man's fallen nature ; worthless, indeed, 
will his hopes appear, that the trembling 
accents of prayer, encumbered as they 
ever must be, by feebleness in expression 
and languidness in utterance, should ever 
rise with sufficient fervency and force to 
pierce the dwelling of the heavenly Mo- 
narch, and arrest the hearing of an atten- 
tive ear. 

His manifold and craving wants, how- 
ever, and his oven utter inability to supply 
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them, will drive him to supplicate assist- 
ance whence alone he knows that assist- 
ance can be obtained ; and to lift his eyes 
with humility and reverence to the throne 
of grace, whence all blessings proceed, and 
all evils are averted. But while such 
would be his natural impulse, arising from 
his helpless and dependent state, another 
feeling would again suggest, that ** righte^ 
ousness could have no fellowship with un- 
righteousness, nor light have communion 
vrith darkness," and then his sins would 
pass in horrible review before him, and 
send him forlorn and wretched into the 
regions of despair. 

. Such would be his tremblings and his 
tears with nature as his only guide. But, 
thanks be to God! the unerring wisdom 
of revelation has supplanted the faulty 
reasoning of man ; the light of truth has 
dispelled the mists of error ; and he now 
finds, to his soul's comfort, that not only is 
he permitted, but even invited to approach 
that spotless presence, which was before 
obscured by his ignorance and vice. One 
strong effect, however, must result from 

H 3 
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this discovery. By comparing the awful 
nature, the unsullied purity, and the omni* 
potent power of Jehovah, with the wretch- 
edness, the wickedness, and the weakness 
of man ; that service which enables us to 
make known to the Almighty ^e multitude 
and the magnitude of our several require^ 
ments, can never be regarded as a tasteless 
and a wearisome task, but as an high, an 
holy, and an inestimable privilege ; a pri^ 
vilege, resulting from a measure of conde-^ 
scending mercy, which we have no force of 
language to express, nor power of imagina- 
tion to conceive. 

Such, however, is the truth which the 
volume of inspiration teaches. Our ador- 
able Redeemer has most forcibly illustrated 
in three distinct parables, the efficacy at- 
tendant on fervent prayer. In His ser- 
mon on the mount. He says, " ask, and it 
shall be given you ; seek, and ye shall 
find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you ; for every one that asketh receiveth ; 
and he that seeketh findeth ; and to him 
that knocketh it shall be opened. Or what 
man is there of you, whom if his son ask 
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bread, will he give him a stone ? or if he 
ask a fish, will he give him a serpent ? if 
ye then being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children, how much more 
shall your Father which is in heaven give 
good gifts to them that ask him?" No 
stronger argument than this could possibly 
have been adduced. For if the fickle fond- 
ness of an earthly parent prompt him to 
supply the wants, to attend to the well- 
being, and to promote the comfort of his 
child; much more will the uniform and 
infinite goodness of the heavenly Parent 
extend itself to those His children, who 
offer their supplications before Him. Those 
other parables, of the man who at midnight 
procured bread from his reluctant friend ; 
and of the unjust judge who yielded to 
the importunate cries of the widow ; were 
also given to show that, if continued sup- 
plications will constrain even the careless 
and the vicious, to an act of kindness or 
of justice, much more will the fervent 
prayers of the virtuous prevail with a righte- 
ous and compassionate God. St. James, 
following the example of his divine Master, 
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in assuring us tbat the fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much, imme-* 
diately furnishes a commentary upon the 
text, by showing how the prayer of Elias 
was heard and answered. 

That the benefit of prayer then is great, 
who will attempt to deny ? but as drawing 
near unto the Lord with our lips, when our 
heart is far from Him, is an act which 
received a censure by the prophet of old ; 
let us now turn our attention to the re- 
quired condition of the petitioner. 

With the offering of prayer, we must 
bring clean hands and a pure heart, the 
humility of a sinner, the reverence of a 
subject, and the earnestness of a believer. 
For " God heareth not sinners ; but if any 
man be a worshipper, of God and doeth 
His will, him He heareth ;" while " he that 
tumeth away his ear from hearing the law, 
even his prayer shall be an abomination." 
We must have " turned every one from 
his evil way, and from the violence that 
is in our hands;" *' forgiving men their 
trespasses against us, as we hope to be 
forgiven our trespasses against God ;" and 
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" doing unto all men, as we would they 
should do unto us." For '* if we call upon 
Him with our mouth, and give Him praises 
with our tongue ; yet incline unto wicked- 
ness with our heart, the Lord will not hear 
us." We must bring a mind attuned like 
the Saviour's when He prayed ; a mind 
desirous that the Almighty's will may be 
done, rather ^han our own. We must 
" ask in faith, nothing wavering" with a 
ftith not only in the Being we address, but 
^in the fitness of the things we pray for. 
We must approach Him with a fervency 
suited to our manifold wants, and our own 
inability to supply them ; that " like as the 
hart panteth after the water brooks, so our 
soul may long after the Lord." In a word, 
before we can worthily appear before the 
Almighty with the offering of prayer and 
praise, we must have laboured as much as 
in us lies " to be perfect, as our Father 
which is in heaven is perfect." If we thus 
appear before Him, we are assured that 
" whatsoever we ask we shall receive of 
Him, because we keep His command- 
pients^ and do those things which are 
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pleasing in His sight," for ** if we ask any 
thing according to His will, He heareth 
us ;*' and " if He hear us, whatsoever we 
ask we have the petitions that we desired of 
Him ;** for " He will give grace and glory, 
and no good thing will He withhold from 
them that walk uprightly .'* 

Now, that we may ask according to His 
will, the subject of our prayers and the 
object we have in view, as well as our 
spiritual condition when we pray, must be 
heedfiiUy and carefully considered. But 
while a rule of universal application can 
be given for the frame of mind and the 
state of moral virtue which is required of 
the supplicant; the substance of our 
prayers must in some degree vary accord- 
ing to our several circumstances. The only 
general rule that can be proposed is, that 
we ask only what is suitable for God to 
give, and necessary for man to receive. 
" Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not 
thine heart be hasty to utter any thing 
before God; for God is in heaven, and 
thou upon earth." We may pray to be 
furnished with all good, and protected from 
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all evil; for blessings spiritual and tem- 
poral upon all mankind; not only upon 
our relations, our neighbours, and our 
friends, but upon those, also, who are aliens 
in blood, strangers in the land, heretics 
in the faith, nay, even for the very enemy 
who would spoil us. We are to pray for 
the forgiveness of those sins which are 
past; and for the support of Grod's Holy 
Spirit, lest we return to them again. We 
are, also, permitted to pray for the comforts 
vand conveniences of this life ; for our daily 
bread; for the food that is convenient for us. 
But here we must ever add, that such tem- 
poral blessings only may be given us, as tend 
to forward those inestimable and eternal 
interests, which lie beyond the grave. 

But 4ile, in general, we see tTe efficacy 
which attends upon prayer, the state of 
the petitioner, and the form of the petition 
which can alone find acceptance with Grod ; 
it is, moreover, necessary that we under- 
stand the ground upon which that efficacy 
rests, and the means by which the peti- 
tioner is made worthy to appear. 

Now, as it is certain that God " heareth 
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not sinners," nay, even that their " prayers 
are an abomination unto Him ;" and, as it 
is equally certain, that all flesh is corrupt 
before God ; that the whole world lieth in 
wickedness ; that there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one ; it is sufficiently evident, 
that man cannot fit himself to pray, nor of 
himself offer a prayer which is worthy of 
acceptance. Till sin, the obstacle which 
separates man from his Maker, be removed, 
we can have no interest in the goodness of 
God, and His gracious promises can avail 
us nothing. To this end, therefore, Christ 
appeared once in the flesh to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of Himself. And God 
also being in Christ, reconciled the world 
to Himself, and having delivered up His 
Son for us all, will with Him also freely 
give us all things. 

Our prayers, then, conceived on this 
belief, and offered unto God through Christ, 
who ever liveth to make intercession for 
us ; will never be rejected by Him, who 
has expressly assured us, that " whatsoever 
we ask the Father in the Son's name. He 
will give us." Upon the merits and medi- 
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ation of Christ alone, are our prayers ac- 
cepted, and ourselves purified ; and upon 
the intercession of Christ alone, are bless- 
ings bestowed and evils averted. He is the 
one Mediator between God and man ; the 
channel through whom our prayers ascend 
to our heavenly Father, and by whom our 
blessings return. No prayers will ever 
profit us, nor reach the Being to whom 
they are addressed, unless His beloved Son, 
His equal as touching His Godhead, His 
inferior as touching His manhood, be the 
purifying medium between the frailty of 
man and the holiness of God. 

How lamentable is the thought, that a 
duty which is replete with comfort, and is 
always accompanied with benefit, should 
be so lightly thought on, and so little, or so 
carelessly practised: an intercourse with 
those of our fellow men who are wiser or 
better than ourselves, is held by all as one 
of the most valuable means of adding to our 
own stores of wisdom or of virtue, and is pro- 
portionately sought after. We see in others 
acquirements which we desire ourselves; 
and, beholding the loveliness of. virtue in 
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those around us, are excited to imitation. 
But "why do we content ourselves witli the 
faint shadow of what we should be, when 
the source and fountain of all perfection 
is open to our view ? He who lives in the 
constant habit of communion with the 
Almighty ; whose morning, noontide, and 
evening thoughts are always uniform and 
pure ; who has thus ever before his eyes 
the Rewarder of virtue, and the Avenger 
of guilt; whose eternal inheritance is as 
constantly before him, as the comparatively 
unimportant, but too seductive concerns of 
time; need scarcely fear that his nature 
will continue so depraved, as to lead him 
in the space that intervenes between his 
appointed addresses to his Maker, to be 
guilty of sins which he has but now 
implored to be delivered from. In the 
calm and tranquil hours of prayer and 
praise, whether they are arrested in the 
season of sorrow, or permitted to interrupt 
the time of joyfulness, w6 are endued with 
strength to support affliction, or reminded 
of a presence which will chasten joy into 
innocence. 
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Nor is this all. Our habitual contem- 
plation of God's holiness and might, while 
it restrains us, in the first instance, from 
the flagitiousness of sin, will diffuse 
throughout our soul the soft and gentle 
flame of piety and gratitude ; kindling our 
devout affections into fervency and love, 
and implanting in the heart a deep and 
immoveable sense of God's power in our 
creation, of His wisdom in our preserva- 
tion, and of His mercy in our redemption. 
Impressed with, and constantly reminded 
of these sublime truths, the sincerely 
pious worshipper is encased with armour 
that shall defend him from all attacks of 
•his malignant and watchful foe ; and he 
niay walk through the wilderness of the 
^orld, guided by the light of the Al- 
mighty's countenance, and supported by 
the aid of His Holy Spirit. 

The privilege of prayer then, can never 
be sufliciently esteemed, its efficacy suffi- 
ciently appreciated, or its exercise too fre- 
quently performed. Look only to the ex- 
ample of our Saviour ; that example which 
was presented for our imitation ; and upon 
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the acceptance of which, our hopes of future 
happiness, in part, depend. Whenever an 
opportunity presented itself, His filial obe* 
dience was invigorated by solitary and fer- 
vent prayer. After a day of laborious 
teaching, which He had closed with an act 
of divine benevolence; when His mental 
energies were exhausted, and His bodily 
powers enfeebled ; He sought the silence 
of the evening hour^ and the retirement of 
the mountain solitude, to pour out His soul 
in adoration to His Father, and supplicate 
strength for renewed exertions. A day of 
active virtue was closed by an evening of 
private piety. 

And mark the method by which He pre- 
pared Himself to perform the most im- 
portant of His duties. When about to 
select from among mankind the twelve, 
who were to be the witnesses of His mira- 
cles, the hearers of His doctrine, and the 
promulgators of His faith ; who were to 
include within their ranks, the traitor that 
should betray Him, the self-confident that 
should deny Him, the £a.int-hearted that 
should forsake Him, and the penitents that 
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should proclaim Him ; He undertook not 
tfais great and important work, relying 
solely on Himself; but spent the whole of 
the preceding night in prayer. 

At the very moment He declared, " I 
am the resurrection and the life ; He that 
believeth in me though he were dead, yet 
shall he liye, and whosoever liveth and 
believeth in me shall never die ;" at the 
very moment when He thus asserted His 
divinity, and His power over the living and 
the dead. He yet performed not His stu- 
pendous miracle in the resurrection of 
Lazarus, without previous prayer to the 
Almighty ; and for the confirmation and 
instruction of the spectators, cried not 
" with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth !" 
until He had lifted up His eyes and said, 
" Father, I thank thee, that thou hast 
heard me." And when He was about to 
enter upon the closing scene of life, and 
was suffering sorrow more poignant than 
any other sorrow, with which the Lord 
afflicted Him in the day of His fierce 
anger ; the timid followers of an oppressed 
Master, were left to pass those hours in 
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forgetfulness, which were devoted by Him 
to agonizing and earnest prayer. 

Yet while we thus see an uniform re^ 
currence to this stay and comfort of EQs 
soul, we find that He ever postponed it, if 
the active duties of benevolence claimed 
His attention. In like manner, also, in 
imitation of our great Exemplar, we may 
not indulge our calmer feelings, nor are 
even permitted to fulfil this tranquil duty, 
if, in the exercise of our several callings, 
it would interrupt an opportunity of ex- 
tending the glory of God, or promoting 
the welfare of man. In such a case, per- 
sonal sanctification must, for the time, 
yield to the higher claims of universal 
charity ; the love of self must be sub- 
servient to the love of all; and the pro- 
motion of our own peace to the exten- 
sion of the Redeemer's kingdom. The 
mere hearers of the word are not just be- 
fore God, but the doers of the word shall 
be justified ; and " not every one that saith 
unto me. Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven." 
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Be it remembered then, that, Avhile 
prayer is the most efficacious means of 
promoting our personal holiness, and is to 
be regularly and fervently offered, whenever 
an interval occurs from our higher and 
more important duties; yet may we not 
be so totally engrossed in a selfish concern 
for our own salvation, as to be negligent 
or careless of the salvation of others. He, 
who of all men was most frequently found 
in secret communion with God, was also 
beyond all others, active in going about 
doing good; and those only are true 
Christians, and acceptable followers of 
their divine Master, who in the faithful 
exercise of one duty, so wisely regulate 
their time, as to leave opportunity for the 
performance of all. 



SERMON X. 



ON THE VISITATION OF THE SICK, 



Jai^ies V. 14. 

^* Is any sick among you ? let him call for the elders 
of the Church, and let them pray over him.'* 

Among the multiplied discouragements of 
the clergyman's office, this is one; he is 
too well aware, that Ids addresses from the 
pulpit are by many regarded as mere mat- 
ters of course ; as a brief space allotted to 
the preacher, to descant on some religious 
subject, to which his hearers may listen 
with indifference or review with criticism ; 
and whose lives will remain innocent, 
though his advice be unheeded, and his 
instruction be forgotten. He is oppressed 
with a painfiil conviction, that the words 
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of the Almighty by the mouth of His pro- 
phet, are applicable in the present day ; 
" They come unto thee as the people 
cometh, and they sit before thee as ray 
people, and they hear thy words, but they 
will not do them : and, lo, thou art unto 
them as a very lovely song of one that hath 
a pleasant voice, and can play well on an 
instrument : for they hear thy words, but 
they do thiem not." 

Let me now implore, that such a feeling 
may for once be banished, and that the 
following discourse may be received in the 
same spirit it is offered ; for there is, per- 
haps, no field of his exertions in which he 
meets with so many and such severe dis- 
appointments, as in his visitation of the 
sick. Of all his duties, while that may be 
reckoned as attended with the greatest 
difficulty, and as being of the first import- 
ance; it is also accompanied, in but too 
many instances, with the least degree of 
satisfaction to himself, and the least benefit 
to others. 

Of its importance no one will doubt, who 
believes that sickness is a season, when 
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men feel most sensibly the seductive nature 
of sin, with the consequences it entails ; 
and who is also impressed with the tre- 
mendous nature of eternal life — ^a life, not 
chequered like the present stage of our 
existence, with alternate scenes of joj and 
woe ; but whose happiness or misery will 
be as unalterable, as its duration will be 
permanent. 

The difficulty of this duty — ^the want of 
satisfaction which attends it — and the little 
benefit which, too often, accrues from it-^ 
have all their origin in two prolific causes ; 
the one is, the tardiness with which the 
minister of religipn is summoned ; - the 
other, the want of candour with which he 
is treated. 

Of what spiritual advantage can he be, 
who, when called to the bed of sickness, 
finds the body about to be deserted by the 
vital spark; and the mind, participating 
by some mysterious tie with the weakness 
of its abode, unable to review the plans it 
once formed, the vices of which it was 
once the author, and without power re- 
maining to strike at the corruptions it had 
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contracted in its progress through the 
world ? How can he quit the bed of death 
with other feelings than those of doubt and 
dismay, when he hears only some faintly ex- 
pressed feelings of sorrow for a life of sin ; 
and some faltering expressions of future 
amendment from those lips which are soon 
to be hushed for ever? How mournfully 
must the words of our Saviour force them- 
selves upon him; "not every one that 
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven, but he who doeth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven ?" 
Yet with such feelings he is but too often 
compelled to depart from the sick man's 
couch, oppressed with a mortifying sense 
of his own insufficiency, and the sorrowful 
feeling which must ever overspread the 
mind, when well-grounded hope is banished. 
And such must ever be the case, when 
ealled to the bed of sickness in time only 
to see the last moments of the dying 
sinner. 

Another, and a most powerful evil with 
which he has to contend is, the want of 
candour with which he is treated. From 
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a most mistaken and pernicious kindness, 
the friends of the sufferer often endeavour 
to conceal the tenor of his past life ; and 
he who is stained with vices of a deep and 
deadly hue, is sometimes represented as 
one who has passed his life in discharging 
his relative duties with fidelity; but as 
having, perhaps, been too inattentive to 
his religious requirements. 

With some such brief sketch as this, he 
is ushered into the abode of sickness ; and 
from the account which has been given 
him, proceeds with his plan of future in- 
struction ; nor, alas, does he discover, till 
death has for ever sealed the sufferer's 
doom, and rendered it impossible for the 
teacher to rectify his error, that, from the 
false impression he has received, he has 
been cautious lest he should break a bruised 
reed, and has been unfolding only the mer-. 
ciful long-suffering, and the tender loving- 
kindness of a mild and benevolent Re- 
deemer, to one, whose guilty and obdurate 
heart should first have been broken and 
horror-struck at the alarming vengeance of 
an insulted Judge. And thus a polluted 
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and immortal soul is sent to its account, 
without one feeling of the frightful nature 
of its state, without one repentant shudder 
for a life of crime. 

But while such instances are cited, to 
show the effects produced by delaying to 
summon spiritual assistance, till the last 
throes of nature announce the termination 
of a state of trial ; and, also, the dismal 
consequences of acting, at such a moment, 
a deceitful part ; let it not be thought that 
the visitation of the sick is always or 
even generally attended with such results. 
With what delightful hopes may the Christ- 
ian priest depart from one, whose awak- 
ened mind, looks back upon an ill-spent 
life with horror, and forward to an eternal 
one without a hope — when, following the 
example of his heavenly Master, he has 
been able to appease the raging waters of 
despair with the soothing oil of divine 
mercy ; and having found the sinner 
anxious to turn from the evil of his ways, 
and sincerely penitent for his past offences, 
has brought a well-grounded peace to his 
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troubled mind by the gracious assurance 
of the Almighty Himself, that through the 
blood of his Redeemer, ^ though his sins 
be as scarlet they shall be white as snow, 
though they be red like crimson they shall 
be as wool," and from the same unerring 
word, that '^ iniquity, if forsaken, shall not 
be our ruin V 

How delightful, as well as how useful is 
it. tore^ure the timid and humble spirit 
of one, who having laboured earnestly to 
do the will of Grod, is yet depressed with a 
sense of many failings, by unfolding Christ- 
ianity as a covenant of mercy, and bring- 
ing the Almighty to his view, not only as 
the universal Judge, but also as the uni- 
versal Parent ; that like as a father pitieth 
his own children, so will He, upon our 
repentance, have mercy upon us. 

How useAil is it to alarm the vicious, 
resting easily under a load of guilt, by 
presenting to him the boundless extent of 
the divine requirements ; and in what 
light even an unholy thought is viewed, 
by that pure and Almighty Being, who 
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sees every action of his life, marks every 
winding of his heart, and by them will 
hereafter judge him. 

How essential is it to remove the clouds 
of ignorance which have hidden from the 
human mind the bright glories of a 
Saviour's sacrifice; and to unfold to one 
who has progressed through a long life to 
the very verge of eternity, adding day by 
day to the measure of his ftiture punish- 
ment, by repeated and unrepented sins, 
that although he knows it not, there is yet 
mercy and forgiveness with the Most 
High, if sought through the merits and 
mediation of His adorable Son. And with 
what delight must he witness, that the 
knowledge of a Redeemer's love can pour 
a tide of joy into the desponding heart, 
and add a double fervour and encourage- 
ment to the petition, " Lord, save me, or I 
perish." Without such knowledge, in- 
deed, we have no reason to hope that sal- 
vation can be sought and gained ; for there 
is none other name given under heaven 
whereby men can be saved, but only the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

i2 
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It is melancholy to reflect, that in the 
noon-day of health, and in the possession 
of every blessing which the world can give 
us, we often forget the hand from which 
we receive our all, still less frequently turn 
our thoughts to the contemplation of those 
pure and ineffable delights reserved for us 
hereafter, and that it is only when de- 
prived of temporal joy, we are brought to 
reflect duly on the tremendous issue of 
eternity. Since, then, it is chiefly in the 
season of sickness that our minds revert to 
the main business of life ; how doubly im- 
perative it is upon us for that season to be 
devoutly employed : and that every aid, 
which the knowledge or advice of another 
can add to our own endeavours, should be 
diligently sought and earnestly followed* 
It is an overpowering thought, that the 
unutterable and inconceivable joys of hea- 
ven shall experience no interruption, and 
shall arrive at no end ; that when age to 
age shall have rolled on, and increased to 
a duration which the human mind is unable 
to compute ; that period, when subtracted 
from the great ocean of eternity, will leave 
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it in undiminished vastness, no nearer its 
termination, no ftirther from its com- 
mencement. 

But while the pure joys of heaven will 
be thus lasting, the enduring pangs of hell 
will not be more brief. The fire which is 
never quenched, and the worm which never 
dies, will for ever prey upon those, who, 
jrielding themselves the servants of sin in 
this world, have become the angels of the 
devil in the next ; while they who were 
obedient to their God, are admitted into 
His presence, and sing hallelujahs to the 
Lamb for ever. These are awful truths, 
with which the minds of all should be duly 
and fully impressed, ere the undying soul 
quits its tabernacle of clay, to stand in the 
presence of its all-righteous Judge; but, 
alas, they are truths, but partially under- 
stood by some, and but lightly regarded by 
the man^. 

To our well-informed brethren, to those 
whom the advantages of wealth have given 
the greater advantages of education, we 
pretend not to say, that in the season of 
sickness the presence of a clergyman is 
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necessary, either to add to their knowledge, 
or give strength to their faith. Yet he 
should be called, that he may join his voice 
with theirs in imploring the Almighty 
Disposer of events, so to direct the acci- 
dents of their sickness, that their passage 
out of things temporal may usher them 
into the possession of such things eternal, 
as neither eye hath seen, nor ear heard, 
nor hath entered into the heart of man to 
conceive ; for we must ever bear in mind 
the peculiar advantages attached to prayer, 
when two or three are met together in the 
Saviour's name. 

To those who are but partially ac- 
quainted with the great truths of Christ- 
ianity we would say, Delay not to summon 
the aid that can unfold to you the whole 
counsels of the great Jehovah ; that thus 
the season of sickness may add to your 
faith, virtue — and to virtue, knowledge— 
to advance onward in your course, step by 
step endeavouring to obey your Saviour's 
command, to be "perfect as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect**' 

To those who are yet living, as it were, 
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without God in the world, it can be hardly 
necessary to say, "Seek the Lord, while 
yet He may be found f earnestly embrace 
this last offer of His long-suffering mercy, 
this last warning of His untiring pity, and 
in the eleventh hour labour diligently in 
your Master's vineyard. It is your last, 
your only hope, and upon it may hang 
your everlasting destiny in the world to 
come; endeavour then to be made sen- 
sible of its importance, and use it as it 
deserves. 

Lest what has now been said should in 
any instance be misunderstood, I cannot 
conclude without observing, that however 
anxiously I would press upon all the ad- 
vantage to be derived from spiritual assist- 
ance in the hours of sickness ; I would, 
with tenfold earnestness, press upon them 
the importance of a religious life while 
they are blessed with health, and the hope 
of future years. My object in this dis- 
course is, to incite all to seize upon the 
last hope which is offered of regaining the 
lost favour of heaven ; but it is far, very 
&r from my intention, to create a con- 
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fidence in the efficacy of a death-bed 
pentance. The mercy of God is, indeed, 
boundless as His universal works; but 
can a cessation from sin, when the power 
and inclination no longer remain with iis, 
be weighed against a life of negligence or 
crime? for we may never forget, that if 
mercy be one attribute of the Almighty, 
justice also is another. 



SERMON XL 



ON THE NECESSITY OF FREQUENTLY READ- 
ING THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 



2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 

" All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correct- 
tion, for instruction in rigbteousness ; tbat the 
man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished 
unto all good works." 

The stream of time flows swiftly on, and 
we are carried with silent but unwearied 
speed, upon its deep and restless bosom, 
from the cradle to the grave. Scarcely 
does the voyage of life appear commenced, 
when the dimness which spreads itself 
around warns us that the day is far spent, 
and the night at hand ; and shows to our 
imperfect sight, that the tide of life has 
ebbed away, but that the ocean of eternity 
lies before us. 

i5 
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Brief as is the time allotted to man on 
earth, useless are his endeavours to extend 
its limits, or retard its course. He toils 
and struggles on within its narrow space, 
adding with fearful speed to the days that 
are gone ; till he starts at finding his term 
of trial is expended, and the hour at hand, 
when the sovereign Judge of all the earth 
will demand an account of his stewardship, 
and, as that account shall stand, award his 
sentence. 

Yet short as his course has been, how 
chequered does its review present it? 
Years, which in prospect seemed so long, 
now appear only as a tale that has been 
toid, as a vapour that has vanished. Sor- 
rows, that were dreaded in their approach, 
and endured with impatience, have passed 
away and are consigned to oblivion, or re- 
membered with indifference. The hours 
of carelessness which were yielded a prey 
to gaiety and mirth, and those more solid 
pleasures, which pure and holy joy can 
diffuse throughout the ]mind ; — ^these, too, 
have faded from our trembling grasp, and, 
like our former woes, are forgotten, or 
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remembered without delight. From the 
home of our birth, and the scenes of our 
childhood^ and the companions of our first 
and purest affections, we are severed ; and 
the friends of other years, who have shared 
in all our youthful joys, are exchanged for 
the rude converse of strangers, and the 
heartless intercourse of the world. 

Yet, for the preservation of a life so 
varied, how anxiously do we seek provi- 
sion ? We scruple not, day by day, to rise 
up early, and late take rest, that we may 
provide the meat that perishes for the 
body that decays. But when that body 
has decayed, whither will its undying 
tenant flee ? What other habitation is pre- 
pared for it, when its former one shall re- 
turn to the dust from whence it was 
taken ? It will wing its flight into a world 
unlike the present — a world, eternal in its 
duration-unvarying in its scenes. In the 
mansions prepared for us hereafter, will be 
one exhaustless life of joy or woe, un- 
chequered by change, unmingled with 
decay. 

In turning our views to the regions be- 
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yond the grave, we aim not at the pre- 
sumption of attempting to describe either 
the nature of the joys of heayen, or of the 
woes of hell. The Evangelist St. John, 
the favoured diseiple of his beloved Master 
while on earth, and the depositary of ex- 
press revelations after His ascension ; he, 
who saw a door in heaven opened, and was 
illumined by the light of the holy city, and 
beheld the river of life, and the throne of 
God ; even he has declared that it doth not 
yet appear what we shall be. But the Al- 
mighty has stooped so low in His merciful 
desire to lead men to the attainment of 
happiness, as to convey the magnitude of 
spiritual joys, under images suited to the 
nature of earthly pleasures; unfolded in 
language fitted to our understanding, 
though not as a description of the joys 
themselves. 

To excite in us a desire to become par- 
takers of that mysterious bliss, which the 
mind of man, at present, is unable to con- 
ceive; those pleasures in. which mankind 
most delight, are opened before us. But 
the promise of "banquets" of "rivers of 
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pleasure," and of "marriage feasts/' are 
only to be metaphorically received, and 
can form no part of the actual enjoyment 
of those " children of the resurrection, who 
neither hunger nor thirst, neither marry, 
nor are given in marriage." This only are 
we to understand ; that whatever pleasure 
could spring from such employments upon 
earth, will not only be equally, but in- 
finitely exceeded by the happiness of 
heaven. 

If we turn from our ideas of the mag- 
nificence of an earthly city, and read the 
account given by St. John of the new 
Jerusalem ; the ideal difference between 
the splendour in heaven and the splendour 
on earth, will furnish an inference also 
between their comparative joys. " I, John, 
saw the holy city. New Jerusalem, descend- 
ing out of heaven from God, having the 
glory of God ; and her light was like unto 
a stone most precious, even like a jasper- 
stone, clear as crystal; and had a wall 
great and high, and had twelve gates, and 
at the gates twelve angels ; on the east 
three gates ; on the north three gates ; on 
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the south three gates ; and on the west 
three gates. And the wall of the city had 
twelve foundations. And the city lieth 
four-square, and the length is as large as 
the breadth, twelve thousand Airlongs. 
The length and the breadth and the 
height of it are equal. And the building 
of the wall of it was of jasper : and the 
city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. 
And the foundations of the wall of the 
city were garnished with all manner of 
precious stones. The first foundation was 
jasper ; the second, sapphire ; the third, 9. 
chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; the 
fifth, sardonyx ; the sixth, sardius ; the 
seventh, chrysolyte ; the eighth, beryl ; 
the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, chrysoprasus ; 
the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an 
amethyst. And the twelve gates were 
twelve pearls; every several gate was of 
one pearl : and the street of the city was 
pure gold, as it were transparent glass. And 
the city had no need of the sun, neither of 
the moon to shine in it : for the glory of 
God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the 
light thereof." 

11 
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Such is the abode represented as pre- 
pared for those, who through "faith and 
patience inherit the promises," and " are 
written in the Lamb's book of life /' 
Through the mercy of Grod it has been 
revealed to us, to inflame our desires,, to 
animate our hopes, to increase our patience, 
to give constancy to our endeavours, and 
firmness to our faith. And how deeply 
overpowering are the feelings of wonder 
and gratitude, that the Almighty Being, 
the great Jehovah, the Lord God omni- 
potent, should have called us into exist- 
ence, to place within us an immortal spirit, 
and the power of becoming partakers of 
such transcendant glory. How do our 
hearts sink within us, at the contempla- 
tion of such awful power; and rise again 
with trembling love before such boundless 
mercy ! 

But we may not rest here : in the same 
proportion that eternal joys outstrip the 
joys of time, will the enduring pangs of 
hell exceed the deepest miseries of earth. 
That same motive that restrained us from 
attempting to describe the happiness of 
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the redeemed, must restrain us also from 
attempting to unfold the miseries of the 
damned. And when their abode is repre- 
sented, as a lake of fire and brimstone 
noTer to be quenched, placed in the midst 
of blackness of darkness for ever and 
ever; where no ray of light will ever 
animate the dismal gloom ; where no sound 
is ever heard but the loud wail of endur- 
ing agony, and the frantic howl of im- 
prisoned fiends : we require no knowledge 
of the nature of their actual sufferings, to 
make us shudder at the prospect of such 
an existence. 

But if we cannot understand the precise 
nature either of the happiness or misery, 
which await us hereafter ; we can at least 
understand the conditions which will se- 
cure the one, and avert the other. Those 
conditions are found, and found only, in 
the sacred Scriptures ; which were written 
under the immediate inspiration of God, 
to unfold to us the atonement made through 
a crucified Redeemer, and sanctification 
through the influences of the Holy Spirit ; 
to reprove us in vice, to correct us in error. 
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and to instruct us in righteousness ; that 
no part of the divine scheme might be left 
imperfect, and that the womb of time 
might form us for eternal life. The know- 
ledge conveyed in them is unlike the 
knowledge of the world, for they teach us 
to " avoid pro&ne and vain babblings, and 
oppositions of science falsely so called," 
and seek only to make us wise unto salva- 
tion. The instruction with which they 
abound, springs from the fountain head 
of all intelligence ; from Him, with whom 
the wisdom of this world is as foolishness : 
urging on us the acquisition of gifts and 
graces at variance with the loose opinions 
of the world ; and teaching us with all the 
force of divine authority, that what is 
highly esteemed among men, is abomina- 
tion in the sight of God. They make 
clear the distinctions between vice and vir- 
tue, and teach us our errors with faithful 
candour. They cannot mislead, for they 
are the product of omniscience ; they can- 
not fail, for they are supported by omni- 
potence. Proceeding from Him who is 
the same yesterday, to-day and for ever. 
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and with whom is no variableness, neither 
shadow of tumingy if we take our stand 
upon the rock of Scripture, and studj its 
sayings, and seek to do them ; the rain of 
trial may descend, and the floods of iniquity 
arise, and the winds of adversity blow; 
but we shall stand unhurt amidst the iiiry 
of temptation, and scorn the mockery of 
helL 

Before the day-spring from on high 
visited us, and the Sun of righteousness 
had arisen with healing on His wings, no 
light from heaven was found to dissipate 
the darkness of the human mind ; but un- 
guided by celestial truth, man wandered in 
error, a law unto himself. Earnestly as he 
sought the truth, his efforts were fruitless ; 
and eagerly as he panted for the knowledge 
of immortality, the wisest were made to feel 
the vanity of unassisted reason. He looked 
into the world around him, and the storms 
that convulsed it, and the passions that 
prevailed in it, and the mutability of all on 
earth, made him sensible that this was no 
seat of human bliss. He gazed upon the 
dark and silent tomb, and the stillness 
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around it, and the corruption within it, 
chilled his aspiring pride, and blighted his 
fondest hopes. Then it was, that the ful- 
ness of time beiug come, the Almighty 
sent His only-begotten Son into the world, 
to enlighten the ignorance of man, to de- 
stroy the terrors of death, and deprive the 
grave of victory. That sacred volume, 
which is scorned by some, neglected by 
many, but is the dearest boon on earth to 
others, was sent from heaven upon a guilty 
world to instruct and reclaim it; and 
divine wisdom shone through the mist of 
carnal error, amidst the blasphemy and 
persecution of man against the ministers 
and ambassadors of God. 

It now behoves us, that we put the ques- 
tion to our own hearts, and ask ourselves 
how far we are free from the .guilt of those 
careless ones who are at ease ; whether we 
have received the gift of God, as the mercy 
of God intended ; whether we have gone 
to this storehouse of divine fulness, where 
we may eat and hunger no more ; whether 
we have drawn from this fountain of divine 
wisdom, whence we may drink, and live 
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for ever. Does the fearful nature of man's 
morality, find a readier reception within 
our truant hearts, than the high and holy 
purity of the word of God ? do we treat as 
visionary the system, that commands us to 
close the carnal eye, to restrain the impure 
wish, and to crush the angry thought ? do 
we receive with deep humility the truth, 
that of ourselves we can do nothing ; and 
fly as we are commanded, before the foot* 
stool of Jehovah, to seek assistance from 
on nigh ? do we study the sacred volume 
with fixed and earnest attention, to extract 
from its pages the rules that are to guide 
us under all the circumstances of human 
life ; or has it hitherto remained within our 
hands as a sealed book ? is it the source 
from whence we draw our opinions of good 
and evil, or have we been contented with 
the wisdom of man, and spurned the reve- 
lation of God ? 

If such be the fearful state of any in 
this congregation, in the name of God, and 
for the sake of God, let them arouse from 
their fatal stupor. While labouring for 
the meat that perisheth, let them not ne- 
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gleet that which endureth for ever. Never 
let them rest contented under the fatal 
delusion, that if free from the weightier 
matters of the law, the minor points may 
be overlooked and unheeded ; for whoso- 
ever keeps " the whole law, and yet of- 
fends," wilfully offends, " in one point, he 
is guilty of all." The Bible is put into 
our hands, not merely to restrain us from 
acts which, when we were without it, were 
acknowledged as sins ; but to purify our 
souls for the society of spirits. It teaches 
us truths, and enforces duties, which man's 
wisdom could never have discovered ; and 
of which, although essentially necessary 
for man's salvation, we must for ever re- 
main ignorant, if we search not the Scrip- 
ture. It is the only well which contains 
the waters of life ; the only source of 
knowledge, that savors not of death. In 
making it our study, whether we bear, or 
whether we forbear, it is the law by which 
we shall be hereafter judged ; and appalling 
beyond all imagination will be the state of 
those, who shall appear before the judg- 
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ment seat of Christ, ignorant of its con- 
tents, and uninfluenced by its precepts. 
Oh ! then let us reflect ere it be too late, 
what our fearful forebodings will be, if the 
closing scene of life should force upon our 
minds the remembrance of our having 
neglected to seek that instruction, which 
should have prepared us to meet our Judge. 
The vain sophistry of the world will no 
longer delude ; the opinions of weak and 
wicked men will no longer deceive; but 
with horrible consternation we shall be 
made to feel, that for those who in life 
have neglected the mercy of God, venge- 
ance only is reserved in eternity. If we 
search the Scriptures, and having searched 
them, impress their saving truths upon our 
hearts, and regulate our conducts by their 
contents; every happiness we enjoy here 
below will be heightened ; every woe we 
suffer, will be alleviated; and the hour 
which closes our earthly pilgrimage, will be 
welcomed as the friend that ushers us into 
an eternity of bliss. But should the case 
be otherwise, and seeking not to add to 
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our knowledge, we wander carelessly 
through life, leaving the mighty interests 
of hereafter to ignorance and chance, we 
shall be left to lament our madness in 
time, through the endless torments of 
eternity. 



SERMON XII. 



Abraham's obedience to the divine 
command a pattern for us to 

IMITATE. 



Genesis xx, 3. 

" And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and 
saddled his ass, and took two of his young men 
with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood 
for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto 
the place of which God had told him." 

If we except that pure and perfect model 
of every human excellence, who while 
possessed of all the attributes of God, con- 
descended in the likeness of man to be 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin ; 
there is, perhaps, no character introduced 
to our notice by the sacred historians, from 
the study of which we may arise with 
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greater profit, than that of the patriarch 
Abraham. Whether as a chosen servant 
or tin humble follower of God, his history 
is replete with interest, and abounds with 
instruction. He is not, indeed, exhibited 
to us as one in whom was no guile ; yet, 
if in some minor points he fell before the 
temptation that assailed him, he still shines 
forth in the weightier matters of the law, 
as a bright example for us to imitate. 

Remembering mercy in the midst of 
judgment, the Almighty obscurely hinted to 
Adam, that in the course of time the seed 
of the woman should bruise the serpent's 
head, and a Saviour hereafter come, to gain 
a victory over that grave which his trans- 
gression had planted, and to pluck the 
sting from that death which his rebellion 
had introduced. The walk of Enoch ter- 
minated in the mansions of glory, without 
conducting him by the beaten road which 
pMses through the valley of the shadow 
of death ; and raising him at once from 
earth to heaven, placed him in possession 
of those joys, which are incorruptible, un- 
defiled, and which fade not away. The 
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righteouBnees of Noah found such accept- 
ance before the throne of grace, as bore 
himself and kindred over the ruins of the 
world, when the fountains of the great 
deep were broken up, and the windows of 
heaTen were opened ; and when rescued 
from a temporal death, a subsequent 
command to be fruitful and multiply, and 
replenish the earth, was the reward of him 
who had found grace in the eyes of the 
Lord. 

But when the earth glowed with renewed 
existence, and the evil race of an evil 
parent again caused the savour of corrup- 
tion to ascend ; it was reserved for Abra- 
ham to be snatched as a brand from the 
burning, and to arise at the command of 
God, out of the midst of an idolatrous and 
wicked generation, to leave his country, his 
kindred, and his father's house, and go into 
a land which God should show him. But 
this command, which must have severed all 
the tender ties which time and nature had 
united, was softened to him whose age 
exceeded three score years and ten, by an 
accompanying promise from Jehovah, that 
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He would make of him a great oation 
and bless him, for from him should spring 
the promised seed, through whom each 
ftimily of the earth was to be blessed. 
With such a promise to animate his obe- 
dience, and such a revelation to strengthen 
his faith, the pious patriarch went on his 
way rejoicing ; assured that in the fulness 
of time the purpose of Jehovah would be 
accomplished, as He was faithful who had 
promised. ** By faith Abraham, when he 
was called to go out into a place which he 
should after receive for an inheritance, 
obeyed ; and he went out not knowing 
whither he went ; by faith he sojourned in 
the land of promise, as in a strange 
country, dwelling in tabernacles; for he 
looked for a city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God." Under 
the guidance of His almighty and protect* 
ing arm, but ignorant whither his foot* 
steps led him, he journeyed onward till he 
arrived at a land which was the glory of 
all lands ; a land flowing with milk and 
honey ; and as he contemplated the fertile 
plains upon which the clouds dropped fat- 
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ness, the little hills which rejoiced on every 
side, and the valleys which stood so thick 
with com that they laughed and sung ; the 
Lord appeared again to assure him, that to 
his seed it should be given. 

Compeiled, for a brief space, to quit the 
spot which must now have become endeared 
to him ; he went down into Egypt, and 
there remained until the Lord had so 
blessed his increase, that on his return the 
sacred historian relates, he was very rich 
in cattle, in silver, and in gold. Thus 
favoured in his temporal possessions, he 
had no sooner returned to the promised 
land, than the Lord said unto him, ^ Lift 
up now thine eyes, and look from the place 
where thou art, northward, and southward, 
and eastward, and westward ; for all the 
land which thou seest, to thee will I give 
it, and to thy seed for ever ; and I will 
make thy seed as the dust of the earth ; 
so that if a man can number the dust of 
the earth, then shall thy seed also be niim?- 
bered ; arise, walk through the land in the 
length of it and in the breadth of it; 
for I will give it unto thee." Thus, at 
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each succeeding appearance the Lord re^ 
vealed Himself more fully to His servant, 
and the land which before had been pro- 
mised to his descendants, was now secured 
to himself. 

No longer to continue an alien from the 
land, his first act of gratitude was to raise 
an altar to the Lord, and pitch his tent in 
Hebron. And when many a year had 
rolled away, and Abraham and Sarah were 
old and well stricken in age, the message 
was at length announced, that will for ever 
hallow the plains of Mamre in the believer's 
eyes. The aged Sarah was to become the 
mother of Israel, and from her was to be 
bom the great progenitor of the chosen 
race, among whom the hope of all nations 
should arise. And Isaac, the child of pro- 
mise, in due time was born. 

But before we contemplate the transport 
of the aged parents, we must acknowledge 
the pang that wounds us, when we read in 
the life of one, whose high and lofty virtue 
often fills us with admiration ; that some 
few passages are found, in which the frailty 
of human nature can be traced, and some 
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deviations marked firom the straight and 
narrow line, which he had chosen as his walk 
through life. But it is a striking proof of 
the veracity oi the sacred historians, that 
the faults and failings of those of whom 
they write are always related as they really 
occurred, and are set before us in their 
proper light, without extenuation and 
without excuse Mankind are represented 
to us as they really are, clothed with infir« 
mity and beset with temptation ; but while 
their errors are related as matters of his- 
tory, they are condemned as errors in 
morality ; and are set before us, not as a 
pattern, but as a warning. It is impossible, 
then, to absolve the patriarch from blame, 
in the denial of Sarah as his wife, and the 
rejection of Ishmael as his child ; but while 
we notice his errors, we must faithfully 
endeavour to avoid them. 

But let us pass to the more pleasing 
sul^ect of his virtues. When Abraham 
was an hundred years old, the child of 
promise was born ; and he grew and waxed 
strong, and the hearts of his parents re* 
joiced. The faithful patriarch could now 
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look abroad upon the vices and idolatries 
of the miiTounding nations, with the cheer- 
ing certainty that a day-spring would here- 
after arise, to dispel the darkness which 
i^ronded the worid, and diffiise the uni- 
versal light of truth among the nations of 
the earth. Isaac, the beloved Isaac, the 
child of his old age, the solace of his de- 
clining years, the joy of his aged heart, was 
the chosen and favoured vessel through 
whom these blessings were to be conveyed. 
With pious dependance in the Almighty, 
we may now conceive the aged patriarch 
calmly devoting the few remaining days 
that might be reserved to him in preparing 
for his latter end ; and waiting in tranquil 
patience for the summons, that should 
gather him to his fathers in peace. With 
fond solicitude for his welfare, we may 
conceive him exerting his remaining ener- 
gies, to train the youthful Isaac in the way 
that he should go, that when he became 
old be ndght not depart from it. We may 
conceive him dwelling in grateful trans- 
port upon the happiness and glory which 
were in store for him; and looking into 
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futuritjy to swell with honest pride at be- 
holding the united family, which was to be 
as the sand upon the sea shore in multi- 
tude. 

But the severest conflict of the patri- 
arch's faith must yet be passed, and the 
purest triumph of his virtue yet remained, 
ere his war&re with the world was ended. 
For five and twenty years he had been per- 
mitted to gaze in tranquil fondness on his 
child, and was then appalled by a com- 
mand, that would blight for ever the visions 
he had raised. ^ Take now thy son, thine 
only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get 
thee into the land of Moriah ; and offer 
him there for a burnt offering, upon one of 
the mountains which I will tell thee oP — 
was the command that sounded in his as* 
tonished ears, and awoke him from his 
dream of bliss. Yet still he listened ; for it 
was the same voice that now in thrilling 
accents summoned him to his trial, which 
he had heard through a long life in the 
whispers of mercy. It was the same Lord 
who had given, that was about to withdraw 
the gift ; and Abraham blessed the name 
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of the Lord. " He rose up early in the 
morning, and saddled his ass, and took two 
of his young men with him, and Isaac his 
son, and clave the wood for the bumt-oflfer- 
ing, and rose up, and went unto the place 
of which God had told him." 

Here was no sudden burst of enthusi- 
astic feeling, no dazzling spark of piety, 
kindled for a moment only to be extin- 
guished ; but the fixed resolve of a mature 
judgment, and the faithful devotion of a 
pious mind. For two long days he jour- 
neyed on, the companion of the victim he 
was to slay, the father of the son he was to 
offer. He had thus abundant time to weigh 
maturely the service in which he was to 
engage ; to ponder on the promises, which 
to all human foresight must be broken; 
to listen to the seductive persuasions of 
nature ; to be defeated by a parent's yearn- 
ings, and overpowered by a child's en- 
treaties. Yet he wavered not. Arrived in 
Bight of the fatal mount, his attendants 
were left behind, while he advanced alone, 
to pass the fiery ordeal of his obedience. 

The altar was already raised, the wood was 
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laid in order, and the unresisting victim 
was bound as the offering required. ** And 
he that had received the promises offered 
up his only begotten son, of whom it was 
said» that in Isaac diall thy seed be oalled ; 
accounting that God was able to raise him 
up from the dead ; from whence als^ he 
received him in a figure ;" for when the 
obedient hand was raised to fulfil the Lord-s 
command, an angelic voice was heard ad- 
dressing him, ^ lay not thine hand upon the 
lad, neith^ do thou anything unto him ; 
for now I know that thou fearest God, see^ 
ing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine 
only son from Me." His faith was mani- 
fested, his duty was performed ; the parent 
and the child were again united, and rer 
turned with grateful hearts to dwell at 
Beer-sheba. 

But the history of Abraham must not be 
regarded as if told pply to do honour to 
himself, or as interesting merely, to the 
chosen race of which he was the founder. 
He is an example set before us by Him 
" who willeth not that any should perish," 
and is intended to warn us that we " be 
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not slothful,'' and to excite us to ** be fol<- 
lowers of them, who through faith and 
patience now inherit the promises." All 
Seripture being given by inspiration of 
Ck)d, is profitable for instruction in righte* 
ousness ; and woe be to those who refuse 
to learn ! 

In looking, then, to the conduct of Abra- 
ham, let us examine ourselves whether we 
guide our footsteps through the rugged 
paths of duty, when our fondest affections, 
our craving appetites, or our evil tempers 
would entice us elsewhere ; or, whether 
we do not yield now to the persuasion of 
the tempter, intending, perhaps, to throw 
off his yoke, and return to our Father at 
some more convenient season. If so, let the 
example of Abraham be our condemnation 
arid our guide. The aged patriarch was 
called upon to lacerate all the tender feel- 
ings of his nature ; to perform an act which 
must have appeared to him at variance 
with every purpose of the Almighty, to 
render abortive the promises He had made, 
and belie the predictions He had uttered. 
Convinced, however, that the voice he 
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heard was indeed the voice of Jehovah ; he 
permitted not the force of human reason- 
ing» nor the persuasions of human nature, 
to weigh in the balance with divine wis- 
dom. He rose up, and went to the place 
which God had told him of. 

Now to such trials we are not called. 
The utmost that is demanded of us is, to 
cleanse ourselves from vice, though it be 
dear to us as an eye, or useful as a limb« 
And yet, how do we perform this conipa- 
ratively light requirement ? Do riot many 
go the fearful length of nourishing, pam- 
pering, indulging, inflaming their propen- 
sities to evil; revelling in all the powers 
of darkness, and doing despite unto the 
Spirit of God ? And dare we think other- 
wise of such, than that they are treasuring 
up unto themselves ^^ wrath against the 
day of wrath and revelation of the righte- 
ous judgment of God, who will render to 
every man according to his deeds V And 
the very best among us ; those whom we 
may fondly hope are free from the weightier 
matters of the law; are they, knowing 
** that every idle word that men shall speak, 
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they shall give an account thereof in the 
day of judgment, for by our words we shall 
be justified, and by our words we shall be 
condemned," and knowing, also, that from 
the heart proceed evil thoughts ; are they 
cautious so to regulate their minds that 
they think no evil, and to guard their lips 
that they speak no guile ? And if they are 
not, how shall they appear when the 
Searcher of all hearts, and the Depositary 
of every secret, shall call them into judg- 
ment ? Let them learn by the history of 
Abraham the measure of their duty, and 
hesitate at nothing that may tend to make 
their calling and election sure. Let them 
be '^ stedfast, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord," and they 
shall find, indeed, that their ** labour is not 
in vain in the Lord." 

But there is yet another important 
lesson, to which our attention should be 
directed. Some may, perhaps, imagine, 
that if the same voice that called into 
action the faith of Abraham, would in like 
manner, unfold to them their duty, and 
animate them with the promise of reward ; 
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that they, too, like him, would be found 
faithful unto death. If so, let the words 
recorded by Christ, couTince them of their 
folly, and correct them in their error. 
When the rich man who was in hell lifted 
up his eyes being in torment, to beseech 
Abraham to send Lazarus to his iather^s 
house, to convert his brethren, lest they 
also should come into that place of tor* 
ment ; he was told that they were already 
in possession of the Scriptures of truth, 
and that if they heard not Moses and the 
Prophets, neither would they be persuaded 
though one rose from the dead. Let the 
example of Pharaoh again prove, that if 
their hearts are set in them to do evil, the 
supernatural terrors of the Lord will not 
persuade men, when the first paroxysm of 
fear is past. The history of the chosen 
people adds another link to the chain of 
evidence, that the impression of miracles is 
as trandent as themselves. When they 
murmured for want of food, and the Al- 
mighty showed His unceasing and protect- 
ing grace, in that " He brought forth quails, 
and satisfied them with bread from heaven," 
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they soon forgot the hand that gave, and 
the power that supplied them, and broke 
forth again into impious complaints. 

And when these examples have had 
their weight, let us remember the stu- 
pendous scene that was enacted, when the 
Saviour endured temptation, and overcame 
the fiery darts of the wicked. No super- 
natural energy was then exerted, no mira- 
cles were then displayed, to convince the 
tempter and defeat his power; but at 
every fresh assault, he was assailed and 
vanquished by a quotation that followed 
the words "It is written." The Scriptures 
of truth, which were a guide and lantern 
even to the Saviour's feet, and sufficient 
to subdue the fiend, who as a ramping and 
a roaring lion goeth about seeking whom 
he may devour, were those Scriptures, 
merely, which are contained in the Old 
Testament. What then shall be said of 
those, who possessed of that additional 
flood of knowledge contained in the Gos- 
pel, yet want further revelations to lead 
them to repentance ? 

May God of his infinite mercy grant 
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that we may so profit by the truths He has 
revealed, that without seeking to be wise 
beyond that which is written, we may 
hereafter be united with Abraham in those 
realms, where ^'The wicked cease from 
troubling, and the weary are at rest." 



SERMON XIII. 



ON CHRISTIAN LOVE AND CHARITY. 



John xiii. 34. 



*' A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love 
one another; as I have loved you, that ye also 
love one another." 

It is not the least among the mercies of 
the Ahnighty, that when our Saviour 
emptied Himself of the glory which He 
had with the Father before the world 
began» to become our Priest, and put away 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself; He not 
only unfolded to us a rule of faith, but was 
minded also to become our guide in the 
paths of righteousness. He not only in- 
structed us in the gracious scheme that 
was matured in the councils of divine love 
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for the restoration of the mined creature 
to the favour of his offended Creator ; but, 
in opening to our view the realms of life, 
He concealed not the way that leads to 
them. Had He simply commanded us to 
repent, without revealing wherein repent- 
ance consisted, we might have wandered 
through our pilgrimage on earth, careless, 
indeed, but without comfort, ignorant of 
our own duties and the Almighty's will, 
and silently have arrived on the confines 
of eternity, uncheered by the blissful hope, 
that while our faith had been pure, our 
lives had been so spent in labouring to 
fulfil the divine requirements, as to render 
the blood of the atonement available to 
our salvation. The revelation which the 
Almighty has vouchsafed us, is not a reve- 
lation in part only, but of an entire and 
perfect whole ; profitable, indeed, for doc- 
trine, but not omitting reproof, correction, 
instruction in righteousness, that the man 
of God may be perfect, throughly furnished 
unto all good works, endeavouring to ap- 
proach the likeness of his Father which is 
in heaven. 
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Bttt while the possession of this hea- 
venly wisdom is a source of joy to the 
hitmble« which no man can take from them, 
it is attended also with a penalty, that 
makes the heart of guilt quail before the 
purity of God. For if we would " enter 
into life, we must keep the command* 
menis ;" nor suffer ourselves to be led by 
the 4ftng6i^us delusion, that duties unper- 
formed and vices unrepented, will ever 
meet with any reception before the judg- 
ment-seat of Christ, but eternal banishment 
fixHn the divine presence, and a sentence 
of condemnation to dwell in those appal- 
ling regions, where the voice of gladness is 
not heard, where the worm dieth not, and 
the smoke of torment ascendeth for ever 
and ever. 

One of the most important, and perhaps, 
least perfectly understood of the Christian 
precepts, is the comprehensive one of 
charity ; and in proportion to its value, is 
the frequency and earnestness with which 
it is inculcated. Exemplified in the life of 
the Saviour, enforced by His precepts, 
and scattered through the writings of His 
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apostles, there is scarcely a page in the 
New Testament that does not force upon 
our notice this sublime and attractive vir*' 
tue. But while we are led to admire it in 
the conduct of our great Exemplar ; and 
in the writings of His apostles are in- 
structed ** above all things'* to have fervent 
cbaritj among ourselves; we are either 
ignorant of, or unwilling to admit, the ex- 
tent to which such an example and com- 
mand lead us. Yet as ignorance is not 
innocence, when the means of information 
are within our reach ; and obedience has 
been declared better than sacrifice ; we 
may not presume to call ourselves by the 
sacred title of Christians, nor expect a 
Christian's recompense, if a belief in our 
Saviour's mission be unaccompanied by the 
sanctifying influences of His example. 

In His intercourse, then, with men on 
earth, He was patient when oppressed with 
injury, calm when assailed by violence, 
meek when stung by pride, and forgiving 
when wounded by ingratitude ; correcting 
vice by the fair display of virtue, and en- 
couraging holiness by the force of His ex<* 
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ample. While as a prophet He denounced 
vengeance, and as a king enjoined obedi* 
ence ; as a man He exhibited onlj pity and 
forbearance. Unable to be deceived, yet 
unwilling to injure ; the faults and follies 
of those around Him were not exposed to 
the public gaze, nor chid with anger ; but 
corrected in private, and overcome with 
mildness. Wherever He beheld distress 
He administered relief, although He fore- 
saw that if ten were cleansed, one only 
would be found to give Him thanks. 
When His few and evil days were drawing 
to a close, and the malice of His enemies, 
and the tameness of His friends, were 
hurrying on the fatal scene of Calvary ; no 
reproaches burst from His sinless bosom, 
no anger from His forgiving mind; but 
submission to His heavenly Father, obedi« 
ence to His earthly judges, and mercy to a 
sinful world, marked the steps, and stamped 
the character of the Saviour of mankind. 
And when the last hour of life beheld Him 
stretched upon the accursed cross, suffering 
the torments of an agonizing death, with 
all the accumulated wretchedness of woes 
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because when the tenderest feelings of the 
human heart had been lacerated, and the 
warmth of his pure and virtuous affection 
had been despised, he sought not the pub- 
lic shame of her, who was the cause of all 
his wretchedness, and had rendered his 
future life a blank, but was minded to put 
her away privily. And the more nearly 
we approach that standard of perfection, 
when the beam will no longer impede the 
clearness of our sight, and we shall thus 
become qualified to remove our brother's 
mote, the more charity shall we feel for 
the failings of others, and the less willing 
shall we be to cast a stone. Far from 
taking pleasure in hearing, or repeating, 
the failings of those around us, — ^for thejn, 
we shall feel sorrow and compassion, and 
for ourselves, pray more fervently that we 
be not led into their temptations. No 
angry passions can ever agitate, nor kindly 
feelings be ever absent from that bosom, 
where reigns the love of man with the 
same strong and steady force, as filled the 
bosom of man's Redeemer. 

Let us then compare our conduct by 
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such a model, both as regards our inter- 
course with the world, and in the more 
contracted sphere of domestic life ; let us 
do it carefully and without partiality, that 
we may see how far we have fulfilled the 
divine command of loving one another as 
He loved us ; carrying with us, that on it 
hangs our weal or woe through the endless 
ages of eternity, for " not every one that 
saith unto me. Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven/' 
The love of Christ, we know, induced Him 
to close a life of active benevolence by a 
death of cruel torture ; not that His friends 
only, and those who believed in His divine 
mission, might have a fountain opened to 
them wherein they might wash, and be 
cleansed from all their sins ; but even that 
His very murderers in Jerusalem, and His 
revilers throughout the world, might come 
to the knowledge of the truth, repent, and 
be redeemed. And do we carry about us 
the same mind, or even an approach to the 
" same mind that was in Christ Jesus," 
leading us not merely to forgive, but even 
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to ** love our enemiee," to ^^ bless them that 
curse us," and to " pray for them who dee- 
pitefuUy use us ?" or, is our heart yet so 
untouched by the power of His benign 
example, and the principles of His pure 
religion, as to require an " eye for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth ?" If an injury be 
done us, do we show that we are the dis- 
ciples of Him by whose name we are 
called, and endeavour to reclaim a brother 
from the error of his way, by exhibiting 
the god-like disposition of ^^ forbearing one 
another in love," and " letting our light 
so shine before men" that they may see 
the loveliness of virtue ; or do we not 
rather return " railing for railing?" and 
do we never reflect, that by meeting anger 
with reproach, injury with retaliation, and 
ill humour with peevishness, we are our- 
selves as faulty as those whom we seek to 
correct, and by the force of our own ex- 
ample, which is ever more powerful than 
precept, encourage, rather than check, the 
evil we complain of? 

But while in general, as members of 
society, we are called upon to act with de- 



CHKISTIAN LOVE AND CHARITY. 219 

ference to our superiors, with kindness to 
our equals, and with gentleness to those 
beneath us; and although the require- 
ments of Christian charity are too many, 
and too numerous, for the limits of a dis- 
course to embrace ; there is one branch of 
it so important, but alas ! so little heeded, 
that it were more than culpable, while the 
subject is before us, to pass by it without 
notice. What I allude to is slander. 

It seldom happens in our journey 
through the world, that great injury is suf- 
fered either in our person or our property, 
by the violence or wickedness of those 
around us ; since the laws of man restrain 
the deeds of many, to whom the laws of 
God have been pronounced in vain. But 
no human enactment can restrain the 
breath of slander, nor human wisdotn ex- 
tract the poison of its sting. It may de- 
stroy our peace of mind ; it may annihilate 
our sphere of usefulness ; it may weaken 
the affection of our friends ; and increase 
the hatred of our foes. If raised on the 
foundation of truth, it may render us care- 
less of the present hour and reckless of 
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the future; since we know that a fault, 
which was, perhaps, the result of sudden 
and violent temptation, is known of all, and 
believed of many. And if it have not the 
foundation of truth to rest upon, — unless 
there be some high principle within us, 
which makes us scorn the erroneous opinion 
of men, because we are seeking only the 
favor of our God, it may have the ejffect of 
driving us to the commission of those very 
crimes, of which, though innocent, we are 
believed guilty. Such, indeed, will fre- 
quently be the case vdth those, who are 
kept within the apparent bounds of virtue, 
not from a regard to the mandates of re- 
ligion, but chiefly for the support of their 
own character in the world, and the main- 
tenance of the good opinion of men. It 
is a breach of charity the least defensible, 
and is not unfrequently indulged in, when 
there is no real nor imagined injury to 
resent, nay, sometimes, when the slandered 
are ranked among the number of our 
friends. We should, perhaps, start, were 
we to examine the source from whence 
such conduct flows ; nor do we pronounce 
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too harsh a sentence, nor err greatly in our 
judgment, in believing that it can proceed 
only from a mind unsanctified by the in- 
fluences of religion, uncleansed from ill- 
will towards man, and not unwilling to 
proclaim the enlargement of the boundaries 
of helL He, therefore, that will " love life 
and see good days, let him refrain his 
tongue from evil, and his lips that they 
speak no guile ;'* for if " any man seem to 
be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, 
this man's religion is vain." " Death and 
life are in the power of the tongue, and 
they that love it shall eat the fruit 
thereof" " The tongue is a fire, a world of 
iniquity ; so is the tongue among our mem- 
bers, that it defileth the whole body, and 
setteth on fire the course of nature ; and 
it is set on fire of hell." " He that hideth 
hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth 
slander, is a fool." 

Let us, then, think often and seriously, 
on the comprehensive nature of Christian 
charity; and whenever a doubt arises 
within us as to our line of duty, let us ask 
ourselves the question, what, under the 
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same circumstances would have been the 
conduct of our blessed Saviour? and let 
not the remembrance of the past, nor the 
gratification of the present moment^ ever 
so sour our minds, as to allow us to sully 
the character, or prejudice the fame, of our 
erring but yet our earthly brother. But 
whenever the interests of religion remain 
uncompromised, let us show forth the vir- 
tues, and conceal the failings of those 
around us; and endeavour constantly to 
remember, that while God forbears it is 
not for man to condemn. Such a frame of 
mind will tend to our comfort while on 
earth, will be productive of kindred virtues, 
will gain for us the regard of man, and 
above all, ensure us the approbation of 
God. And when the heavens shall be 
rolled together as a scroll, and the earth, 
and all that is therein shall be burnt up, 
the Redeemer whom we served on earth, 
will usher us into those reajms, where flows 
the river of pleasure at the right hand of 
God for evermore. 
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SERMON XIV. 



AN ASSIZE SERMON. 



Romans xiii. 1. 

" Let every soul be sabject unto the higher powers ; 
for there is no power but of God ; the powers that 
be are ordained of God." 

The rights of men have been classed as 
natural and acquired. In this twofold 
division, those which we derive from the 
Almighty alone, who is the Author and 
Giver of every good, and which belong 
to us as creatures of His power, being 
independent of any human institutions, 
and such as no laws can cancel, no cus- 
toms dissolve, nor circumstances abrogate, 
have been styled natural ; while such as 
accrue to us by human appointment, and 
are secured to us by the laws of the country 
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in which we dwell, having been gained by 
our mental labour, our bodily exertions, or 
derived to us from our rank and station as 
members of society, are designated as ac- 
quired. 

The protection of these rights, to each 
member of the body politic, has ever been 
held by the best and wisest of mankind as 
conducing to the general happiness of the 
whole. Thus laws were originally framed, 
not for the oppression, but the freedom of 
mankind, — not to screen the guilty, but to 
guard the innocent; — not to shelter the 
oppressor, but to relieve the oppressed ; — 
not for the comfort and convenience of the 
few, but for the support and protection of 
the many. 

In tracing the history of man from the 
earliest ages, some government has been 
found to exist, and some laws to have been 
enforced. The first rulers with whom we 
become acquainted, are those patriarchal 
fathers of families, whose protracted age 
brought them from the government of an 
household, to become the rulers of a tribe, 
descended from themselves. Each family 

11 
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was then a nation, and each patriarch a 
monarch, whose will was law, and whose 
power was absolute. But when the race 
of man was multiplied upon the earth, and 
crime increased with the increase of the 
criminals, wars, and rumours of wars, were 
heard amongst those who had hitherto 
been united by the ties of blood and the 
bonds of affection ; and then the separation 
and mixture of one family with another, 
required the influence of fear, and the power 
of force, to attain an object which respect 
towards the lawgiver had hitherto accom- 
plished. 

From this moment, the nations of the 
earth assume another feature ; the restless 
passions and contradictory affections of 
evil and designing men, calling for sterner 
laws, and harsher rulers, than nature pro- 
vided for the protection and tranquillity of 
man. . As society multiplied and wealth 
increased, bodily restraint and corporal cor- 
rection were insufficient to curb the avari- 
cious, to control the evil, and protect 
the good; and the indignant removal of 
the offender from the stage of life, was 
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alone deemed security for tbe public 
safety. And since man in every age has 
been found more inclined to vice than 
virtue, reason makes it evident that, the 
appointment of laws and the dispensers of 
laws, who may be ministers to us for good, 
and revengers to execute wrath upon him 
that doeth evil, is necessary for tbe weJl- 
being of human society. 

We who live in an age in which hu- 
man laws have reached a perfection that 
our fathers were ignorant of, and when 
the minds of man have been instructed to 
distinguish between good and evil; in 
looking abroad upon the world and its in- 
habitants, cannot but observe how much 
tlie passions, rather than the reason of man- 
kind are their guide, and see at once, not 
only the wisdom, but the necessity of re- 
straint to the happiness of man. Even in 
the face of the wisest laws, and the fetters 
which these laws impose, we observe the 
havoc that vice is daily and hourly com- 
mitting; and may thence draw a lively 
image to our mind, what the state of 
society would be, if these fetters were un- 
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loosed, and the evil passions of evil men 
left unheeded and uncontrolled. 

But while, perhaps, on all hands, this 
with certain limitations is admitted ; there 
are bounds to these powers beyond which 
some of tender consciences will not, and 
dare not proceed. In every age of the 
Christian aera, an opinion has been held, 
that the fearful climax of human punish- 
ment, which demands the blood of the 
offender, is inconsistent with the mild spirit 
of Christianity; and that it is not per- 
mitted for the temporal prince to curtail a 
life, which Jehovah reserves to Himself. 

To such an one, the deductions of human 
reasoning, and the conclusions of the hu- 
man mind, will be reviewed with a cautious 
and jealous eye, lest they should clash with 
that unerring wisdom, which was given to 
guide where reason faltered, and to con- 
duct where reason could never lead. But 
since we know that under the Mosaic dis- 
pensation, which was delivered by God 
Himself to His chosen servant, some 
offences were visited with death, analogy 
alone would be enough to prove that it 
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may still be allowed and inflicted. God 
being eternally the same, and unalterable 
in His perfections, nothing can be contrary 
to justice or at variance with virtue, which 
has at any time emanated from Him. 
Thus he, whose evil propensities and mis- 
guided reason have led him to offend 
against human laws, may even here, on 
the theatre of his crime, be consigned to 
punishment by the mortal occupant of a 
perishable throne, acting as a delegate from 
the universal Head. 

But we who possess that heavenly sub- 
stance, which under the Mosaic dispensa- 
tion was faintly seen in types and shadows, 
are not driven to seek a rule of conduct 
amongst old things that are passed away, 
but may now take our stand upon the 
bright example, and the righteous precept, 
of a holy and incarnate God. When the 
meek and righteous Jesus dwelt with man. 
He taught him to " render unto Csesar the 
things that were Caesar's," and thus throw- 
ing His weight into the scale of lawful 
authority, made the Christian religion lend 
the entire force of its sanction to the esta- 
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blished government of every country. St. 
Paul's appeal to Festus again, when he 
declared, "If I be an offender, or have 
committed any thing worthy of death, I 
refuse not to die,'' allowed the possibility 
of his having committed a crime for which 
he ought to die ; and thus sanctioned by 
his example the precept he elsewhere 
gave to his Roman converts, that "the 
magistrate beareth not the sword in vain." 
During the ministry of the Apostles, the 
governors of the countries which were the 
theatre of their labours were universally 
invested with the power of life and death, 
yet nowhere in the New Testament is that 
power condemned ; and the earnest exhor- 
tations on all to be subject to authority, 
clearly gives a sanction to it. 

Since, then, we are assured, that the 
powers which be are ordained of God, and 
afe His ministers to us for good, it is 
ctearly our bounden duty, as members of a 
commonwealth, to obey in all things their 
commands, when not at variance with the 
commands of God. Delegated as they 
are to maintain the public weal, and to 
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guard the public rights, self-interest alone 
will cause a ready reception in us for the 
Apostle's injunction, ^ Bender to all their 
dues; tribute, to whom tribute is due; 
custom, to whom custom ; fear, to whom 
fear; honour, to whom honour.*' And 
since to them is intrusted the administra- 
tion of those laws, from which as members 
of society we derive our security, it is our 
interest as well as our duty to " accept them 
always and in all places, with all thankful^ 
ness, and to esteem them highly in love for 
their works' sake." 

And when these sentiments have taken 
their full hold upon us for their temporal 
worth, how much deeper will they be 
rooted in our hearts, when found to possess 
the awful sanctions of religion ? When . the 
words which I have selected for my text 
were written, the condition of the writer, 
the circumstances of those to whom he 
wrote, and the nature of the government 
under which they lived, should be clearly 
and fully understood. The persecuted 
and afflicted Paul was urging his Jewish 
converts, men who still maintained a pro- 
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found veneration for their former princi- 
ples, and who believed that, as the pecu- 
Uar people of God, they could not in con- 
science yield obedience to any earthly 
power, — to them, this Christian champion, 
this warm defender of the Jewish nation, 
enjoined obedience to a government, whose 
kings were heathen, and whose faith was 
pagan. 

If under all these difficulties, when to 
our calm conclusions, submission would 
seem more honoured in the breach than 
the observance, it was yet declared to be 
a part of the Christian's practice and the 
Christian's duty ; and if he who thus wrote, 
was found to strengthen his doctrine by 
his practice, if, when standing before the 
council of the Jews, and making profession 
of his innocence touching those things 
whereof he was accused, and being smitten 
on the mouth by the command of him who 
filled the judgment-seat, he yet expressed 
contrition for a hasty word uttered by him 
in ignorance, that he of whom he spake 
was the ruler of the people ; how entire 
and heart-felt should be our obedience 
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when yielded to Christian rulers, and to 
Christian laws ; and with what sincerity of 
purpose and devotion of the heart should 
we supplicate the protection and guidance 
of God's Holy Spirit for "kings, and all 
that are in authority, that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life, in all godliness 
and honesty ?" 

It becomes not him whose years are 
young, to assume the high tone of autho- 
rity or instruction, when addressing those 
who may well be termed his fathers in 
age, whose mental endowments have been 
made to vary by the Dispenser of every 
gift, in a degree yet greater than the num- 
ber of their days, and whose deep draughts 
from the fountains of human learning, have 
widened yet more the breach which nature 
had made impassable ; yet, standing as he 
does, with a solemn vow upon his head, to 
speak the truth in godly sincerity, without 
respect of persons, he may, perhaps, be 
pardoned in recalling to their minds the 
words of Scripture, when in doing so his 
only object is, that hereafter, when he 
shall stand before a tribunal from whose 
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sentence no appeal shall be permitted, he 
may be approved as having striven lawfully 
in his station, and laboured to be found 
&ithful. 

Great, then, as may be God*s require- 
ments from man towards those who are 
set over him, the rulers of His people are 
yet called upon to remember, that greater 
still are His requirements from them. 
They are warned with all the solemnity 
which is peculiar to the sacred records, 
to "take heed what they do; for they 
judge not for man, but for the Lord who is 
with them in the judgment; wherefore, 
now, let the fear of the Lord be upon 
them, let them take heed to do it; for 
there is no iniquity with the Lord our 
God, nor respect of persons." "And I 
charged your judges at that time, saying, 
Hear the causes between your brethren, 
and judge righteously between every man 
and his brother, and the stranger that is 
with him : ye shall not respect persons in 
judgment ; but ye shall hear the small as 
well as the great ; ye shall not be afraid of 
the face of man ; for the judgment is 
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Grod's." And, again, the awful truth- is 
revealed, that *' God standeth in the con- 
gregation of the mighty, and judgeth ;" and 
they are commanded to defend the poor 
and fatherless, to *^ do justice to the 
afflicted and needy, and to rid them out of 
the hand of the wicked." Thus called to 
a difficult and laborious, though an honour- 
able and exalted station, an awful penalty 
is attached to their un&ithfulness. 

But they are also animated with the 
promise, that if through them the laws be 
duly exercised, and yet be tempered with 
all the mercy that is consistent with the 
public safety ; if by their wisdom and their 
uprightness the virtuous shall dwell se- 
curely, and the wicked be minished 
throughout the land; if with David they 
shall adopt his holy resolution, and say, ^^ I 
will walk in my house with a perifect heart; 
I will take no wicked thing in hand. I 
hate the works of unfaithfulness, no such 
shall cleave unto me ; but mine eyes shall 
look upon such as are faithful in the land ;*' 
then their glorious reward shall be eternal 
life ; " their names shall endure for ever 
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among the posterities which shall be blessed 
through them, and all nations shall call 
them blessed." 

While it is the hard lot of those who 
sit in judgment, to be compelled to regard 
the consequences of vice, rather than the 
fate of the vicious ; and to bend the finer 
and more tender sentiments of their nature 
in obedience to the stern commands of 
duty ; we, who stand on neutral ground 
between the criminal and the avenger, 
may indulge in feelings that will improve 
the heart, and regulate the conduct. It 
may, indeed, be true of us, that we are 
free from crimes which are cognizable by 
human laws, or amenable to human jus- 
lice; but -shall we dare to say, that the 
influence of early example, and the bless- 
ing of a virtuous education, were not the 
mainsprings that gave action to our better 
feelings, and made our light shine before 
men in a view more amiable than that of 
our erring and fallen brethren? Or shall 
we presume to say, that had we been ex- 
posed to their temptations, or left to grovel 
in their ignorance, our powers of resisting 
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evil, or our inclination to follow yirtue, 
would have been more strong than theirs ? 
If we cannot so say, is it not clearly our 
duty to follow that precept of St. Paul's, 
and ^^ remember them that are in bonds 
and suffer adversity, as being ourselves also 
in the body ?" Shall we not implore their 
heavenly Father, that the offences which 
in this world they have committed, and for 
which in this world they have been pun- 
ished, in the world to come may be re- 
membered no more ? Shall we not be led 
to do this in the humble hope, that he who 
shows compassion to them that are out of 
the way, will himself also be delivered in 
the time of trouble ? And if we omit this 
duty, may we not tremble lest hereafter 
it should be said to us, " O thou wicked 
servant, I forgave thee because thou de- 
siredst me; shouldest not thou also have 
had compassion on thy fellow servant ?" 

Let us, in conclusion, turn from the 
contemplation of human laws, and an 
earthly tribunal, to that tremendous judg- 
ment, when the Son of God shall appear in 
the clouds of heaven with power and great 
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glory, to take vengeance on them that 
know not God, and obey not the Gospel. 
This will be a scene in which all of us 
must bear our part ; none are so high as 
to claim exemption — none so low as to be 
overlooked ; but all the dead, small and 
great, shall stand forth to be tried, with 
Jehovah for their Judge, and the Gospel 
for their law. That Almighty Being, who 
though Lord of all, and by whom all things 
consist, once humbled Himself to the form 
of a servant, was cradled in a manger, 
nursed in poverty, reared in obscurity, and 
during the course of a short but painful 
life, was for our sakes content to bear 
the insolence of pride, the scomfulness of 
power, and the outrage of cruelty; will 
then appear to execute judgment upon the 
ungodly, in all the majesty that becomes 
His oflSce. There shall go before Him 
fire and vapours, and pillars of smoke, 
thunderings and lightnings, gloominess 
and thick darkness, prodigies and fearful 
sights. The light of the sun shall be put 
out, the moon turned into blood, the stars 
start from their orbs, and the heavens be 
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shrivelled up like a flaming scrolU while 
the earth shall tremble and quake, and the 
very foundations also of the hills shake, 
and be removed. In that day His sove- 
reign perfections shall shine out, and His 
omnipotence be made manifest, in opening 
the graves, in assembling all people, and 
nations, and languages, and compelling the 
most mighty, and the most unwilling, to 
come forth and to be judged. In that day 
He will come surrounded with His holy 
angels, and those pure and exalted spirits 
shall be clothed with majesty unutterable, 
and reveal the lustre and perfection of 
their nature to augment the splendour of 
His appearance. If the Prophet Daniel, 
remarkable alike for his virtue and his 
courage, was overwhelmed with the pre- 
sence of one single angel, and unable to 
sustain it; what sensations will not the 
united glories of them all produce, when 
the curtain between time and eternity is 
removed, and all the inhabitants of heaven, 
and possibly of hell too, present them- 
selves before us ? One long, loud, piercing 
blast shall re-echo through the chambers 
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of the dead ; and all the dust that has for 
ages slumbered in decay, shall again be 
gathered into human forms, and ushered 
on the stage of life. With what appalling 
horror will evil souls be again united to 
their bodies; not to rlin a new race of 
sensual delight, but to endure an eternity 
of woe? How will the remembrance of 
their former crimes rush with fearful fresh- 
ness to their minds, at the sight of that 
body whose " members they made servants 
to uncleanness, and to iniquity unto ini- 
quity ?'* What inexpressible dismay will 
seize upon those wretched souls, when all 
their secret sins, their unjust dealings, their 
impure thoughts and idle words shall rise 
before them detected and exposed ; when 
they shall stand forth before God, and 
angels, and men, without a refuge from 
their sins, or a covering for their shame. 
And when the sovereign Judge shall utter 
that frightful sentence, " Depart from me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels; what mad- 
dening outcries, and raving blasphemies^ 
will heighten the terrific scene, as the 
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heavens are passing away with a great 
Hoise, the elements melting with fervent 
heat, the earth also, and the works that 
are therein being burnt up ? 

But in proportion as the frantic terrors 
of the damned appal, so will the holy joy 
of the redeemed delight. What an en- 
rapturing scene will be presented to those, 
who shall be among the number of the 
glorious company of the Apostles, the 
goodly fellowship of Prophets, the noble 
army of Martyrs, and the Holy Church 
throughout all the world ; when their 
blessed Redeemer, looking down from His 
exalted throne, shall see the congregation 
of His saints before Him, survey the fruit 
of the travel of His soul, and the mighty 
purchase of His most precious blood. How 
will the righteous then lift up their heads 
with joy, when reunited to the bodies which 
were preserved pure, and clean from all 
sensual lusts ; which were made the ready 
instruments of righteousness and virtue, 
and offered up living, holy, and acceptable 
sacrifices to God; when their innocence 
shall be vindicated, and those unaffected 
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acts of secret virtue to which none but 
God and themselves were privy, shall be 
made manifest, and proclaimed through 
the vast assembly of spirits. The conclu- 
sion of that awful day, will be the solemn 
and glorious triumph of the Almighty 
Judge, when He shall return to the seat 
of the blessed with all His hosts of angels 
and of saints, who in their passage to the 
realms of bliss, in loud hosannas will cele- 
brate the praises of their Redeemer. And 
round about the throne vrill other myriads 
be placed, who shall welcome their arrival 
with songs of joy ; for thus it is written r 
" I heard as it were the voice of a great 
multitude, and as the voice of many 
waters, and as the voice of mighty thunder- 
ings, saying. Hallelujah, for the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth : let us be glad and 
rejoice and give honour to Him ; for the 
marriage of the Lamb is come, and His 
wife hath made herself ready ; blessed are 
they which are called unto the marriage 
supper of the Lamb." 

Knowing, then, that all these things 
shall be, let us imagine the heavens vanish- 
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ing, the earth burning, and the trumpet 
of the archangel sounding ; let us picture 
to ourselves the majesty of the Judge, the 
splendour of His attendants, the howlings 
of the damned, and the magnificats of the 
redeemed ; and then while the impression 
lasts, ask ourseWes " What manner of per- 
sons we ought to be in all holy conversa- 
tion and godliness,*' And may the divine 
blessing so regulate our minds, and sanc- 
tify our lives, that when Christ shall be 
revealed from heaven to take vengeance on 
His enemies, and to glorify His saints, we 
may be found without spot or blemish, and 
having our fruits unto holiness, be made 
partakers of everlasting life. 



THE END. 
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